
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS)

Admiral Karambir Singh, PVSM, AVSM, ADC

Admiral Karambir Singh assumed command of the Indian Navy on 31 May 2019
as the 24th Chief of the Naval Staff.

Admiral  Karambir  Singh  is  an  alumnus  of  the  National  Defence  Academy,
Khadakwasla. Commissioned into the Indian Navy in July 1980, he earned his
wings as a helicopter pilot in 1981 and has flown extensively on the Chetak
(Alouette) and Kamov helicopters. He is a graduate of the Defence Services
Staff College, Wellington; College of Naval Warfare, Mumbai and has served as
Directing Staff in both these institutions.

In his career spanning over 40 years, he has commanded Indian Coast Guard
Ship Chandbibi, Missile Corvette INS Vijaydurg, as well as two Guided Missile
Destroyers,  INS  Rana  and  INS  Delhi.  He  has  also  served  as  the  Fleet
Operations  Officer  of  the  Western  Fleet.  Ashore,  he  has  served  at  Naval
Headquarters  as  the  Joint  Director  Naval  Air  Staff,  and  as  Captain  Air  and
Officer-in-Charge of the Naval Air Station at Mumbai. 

He  has  also  served  as  member  of  the  Aircrew  Instrument  Rating  and
Categorisation Board (AIRCATS).

On promotion to flag rank,  the Admiral  was appointed as the Chief  of  Staff,
Eastern Naval Command. His other important flag appointments include Chief of
Staff of the Tri-Services Unified Command at Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
Flag Officer Commanding Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval Area (FOMAG).

In the rank of Vice Admiral, he has been Director General Project Seabird, in-
charge of infrastructure development of the Navy’s expansive and modern base
at  Karwar.  At  the  Integrated  Headquarters  Ministry  of  Defence  (Navy),  the
Admiral has been the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff and, subsequently, the Vice
Chief  of  Naval Staff.  He was the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief,  Eastern



Naval Command at Visakhapatnam, prior taking over helm as the Chief of the
Naval Staff on 31 May 19.

The Admiral enjoys cycling, running, swimming and golf.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIO DATA : GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, SM, 

VSM, ADC 

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF 

General Bipin Rawat is an alumnus of St Edward's School, Shimla and the 

National Defence Academy. He was commissioned on 16 Dec 1978 into the Fifth 

Battalion of the Eleventh Gorkha Rifles of the Infantry, the Battalion which was 

Commanded by his father. While graduating from the Indian Military Academy, 

Dehradun, he was awarded the coveted 'Sword of Honour'.  

The General has a vast operational experience, having served across a wide 

spectrum of combat and conflict situations. He has commanded an Infantry Battalion 

along the Line of Actual Control in the Eastern Sector and a Rashtriya Rifles Sector 

in the Kashmir Valley. Soon thereafter, he went on to Command a Multinational 

Brigade in a Chapter VII Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). He 

was assigned to Command an Infantry Division along the Line of Control in Jammu 

and Kashmir and was Corps Commander in the North-East.                           As an 

Army Commander, he was responsible to oversee operations in the Desert sector, 

along the Western front.  

General Rawat has held several important instructional and staff 

appointments.  These include instructional tenures at the Indian Military Academy 

(Dehradun) and at the Junior Command Wing as the Senior Instructor. He was the 

General Staff Officer at Military Operations Directorate, the Colonel and later Deputy 

Military Secretary in the Military Secretary's Branch, the Major General General Staff 

of the Eastern Theatre and was also the Vice Chief of the Army Staff. The General 

was the Chief of the Army Staff from 31 Dec 2016 to 31 Dec 2019. 

A graduate of the Defence Services Staff College (Wellington) and the 

Command and General Staff Course, Fort Leavenworth (USA). He has attended the 

Higher Command Course at Mhow and is a graduate of the National Defence 

College, New Delhi. Academically inclined, the General has authored several articles 

on National Security and Military Leadership which have been published in various 

Journals and Publications. He also holds two diplomas in Management and in 

Computer Studies. The General was awarded the 'Doctorate of Philosophy' (Ph.D) 

for his research on 'Military Media Strategic Studies' by the Chaudhary Charan Singh 

University, Meerut. 



For the distinguished service rendered and valour displayed over the span of 

over 42 years of his entire service career, General Bipin Rawat has been conferred 

several Presidential Awards which include the PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, SM and 

the VSM. Besides these, he has been awarded the Chief of Army Staff 

Commendation on two occasions as also the Army Commander's Commendation. 

While serving with the UN in Congo, he was twice awarded the Force Commander's 

Commendation.  

 

General Bipin Rawat was appointed India's first Chief of Defence Staff on 31 

Dec 2019. 

 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BIO DATA – CHIEF OF THE ARMY STAFF 

 

General MM Naravane, PVSM, AVSM, SM, VSM, ADC did his schooling at 

Jnana Prabodhini Prashala, Pune. An alumnus of the National Defence Academy 

and the Indian Military Academy, he was commissioned in The Sikh Light Infantry 

Regiment in Jun 1980. He is an alumni of the Defence Services Staff College, 

Wellington and Higher Command Course, Mhow. The General Officer holds a 

Master’s Degree in Defence Studies, an M.Phil Degree in Defence and Management 

Studies, and is currently pursuing his Doctorate. 

In a distinguished military career spanning almost four decades, he has the 

distinction of tenating key command and staff appointments in Peace and Field, both 

in the North - East and Jammu and Kashmir and has been part of the Indian Peace 

Keeping Force in Sri Lanka. He brings with him an enormous amount of experience 

in serving in the most challenging areas. He has commanded a Rashtriya Rifles 

Battalion, raised an Infantry Brigade, was Inspector General Assam Rifles (North) 

and has commanded a prestigious Strike Corps. His staff assignments include 

tenures as a Brigade Major of an Infantry Brigade, Defence Attache at Yangon, 

Myanmar, an instructional appointment in the Army War College as Directing Staff in 

the Higher Command Wing, besides two tenures at the Integrated Headquarters of 

MoD (Army), New Delhi. 

 



He had the privilege of commanding the Republic Day Parade in 2017 in his 

capacity as GOC Delhi Area. After successfully commanding the Army Training 

Command, Shimla and the Eastern Command in Kolkata, he held the appointment of 

Vice Chief of the Army Staff before assuming the appointment of the Chief of the 

Army Staff on 31 Dec 2019. 

 

 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria PVSM AVSM VM ADC took 
over as the Chief of the Air Staff on 30 September 2019. An alumnus of the 
prestigious National Defence Academy, he graduated from the Air Force Academy 
with the coveted ‘Sword of Honour’ and was commissioned in the fighter stream of 
Indian Air Force on 15 June 1980. 



       He has over 4270 hours of experience on twenty seven types of fighters as well 
as transport aircraft and holds the unique distinction of being an Experimental Test 
Pilot, a Cat 'A' Qualified Flying Instructor and a Pilot Attack Instructor. He completed 
his Masters in Defence Studies from Command and Staff College, Bangladesh. 

           During his illustrious career, spanning almost four decades, the Air Chief 
Marshal has held a number of significant field and staff appointments which include 
Command of a front line Jaguar Squadron, Command of a premier Air Force Station 
in South-Western sector, Commanding Officer of Flight Test Squadron at Aircraft & 
System Testing Establishment and Chief Test Pilot as well as Project Director of 
National Flight Test Centre on Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) project. He was 
extensively involved in the initial prototype flight testing on the LCA. He has tenanted 
the appointments of Air Attaché Moscow, Assistant Chief of the Air Staff (Projects), 
Commandant National Defence Academy, Senior Air Staff Officer at Central Air 
Command, Deputy Chief of the Air Staff, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of 
Southern Air Command and Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command. 
Prior to taking over as the Chief of the Air Staff, he held the appointment of the Vice 
Chief of the Air Staff. 

       In recognition of his meritorious service the Air Chief Marshal has been awarded 
the Vayu Sena Medal (VM) in 2002, Ati Vishist Seva Medal (AVSM) in 2013 and 
Param Vishist Seva Medal (PVSM) in 2018. He was appointed as Principal Honorary 
ADC to the President of India on 01 October 2019. 

       He is married to Mrs Asha Bhadauria and the couple is blessed with a daughter 
Sonali and a son Saurav. 

 

******** 
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