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fundamental institutions 
are totalitarian, reflecting 

and reproducing the 
party’s monopoly control 
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society, including the 
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the most popular phrase among the 
elite world society is “We need global co-
operation, not conflict.” That sounds good. 
The Encyclopedia Britannica defines the 
global multilateral system as “the process 
of organizing relations among groups of 
states bound together by their common in-
terests, reciprocity, and common values or 
ideology.” After World War, the Group of 
Seven, which included the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Italy, and Japan, created this 
definition. This multilateral world order 
was designed around three sets of institu-
tions: the United Nations (culture, food, se-

curity and well-being such as health), the 
World Trade Organization (trade), and the 
Bretton Woods twins of the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund (finance). 
Since rebuilding the world economy was 
a priority at the time, the rest of the world 
was happy with unipolar multilateralism, 
focusing on trade, finance and develop-
ment. Geopolitics during the Cold War was 
constrained because the Soviet bloc was 
militarily strong but economically weak.
Paradoxically, the success of the global 
multilateral system over time gave rise to 
new forces that now threaten the viabili-
ty of the above-mentioned theories. China, 
Russia, India and other players have be-
gun to challenge that world order. With the 
outbreak of the Ukraine conflict, the di-
vide has become sharper than ever. The 
real issue is whether we continue with uni-
polar led multilateralism or switch to mul-
tipolar multilateralism, for which the rules 
are yet to be revised.
We saw this after the global financial cri-
sis of 2008, when the G7 recognized that 
they must accommodate new powers and 
formed G20 to include China, Russia, India, 
Indonesia, Brazil, South Africa, Saudi 
Arabia, Türkiye, Argentina, Mexico, South 
Korea, Australia and the European Union.
Incidentally, now all the above-mentioned 

Delegates walk past flags of 
participating countries at the venue 

of the second meeting of the G20 
Finance and Central Bank Deputies 

in Bengaluru on February 22, 2023.

three pillars are in crisis. The WTO’s 
role in solving trade disputes has dimin-
ished when the US disagrees with deci-
sions against its interests; tariffs are back 
and sanctions threaten to choke glob-
al supply and payment chains. Besides, 
the combined resources of the World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund and 
multilateral development banks are not 
enough for what is needed to tackle cli-
mate change, the global debt crisis and 
other global public issues. Instead of di-
plomacy and negotiation, the weaponiza-
tion of finance, sanctioning of individuals, 
corporations and the countries, and mili-
tary conflicts has triggered a seismic shift 
in the world order. And above all, some 
countries have something different in 
their game plans. For example, Britain 
has the Commonwealth Development 
Corporation, under the new name British 
International Investment, which is known 
as a national champion to compete in 
overseas infrastructure markets, under its 
arms. There is European Union’s the Global 
Gateway (a more snappily titled and more 
muscular version of the EU’s former EU-
Asia Connectivity Strategy) and there is 
US President Joe Biden’s Build Back Better 
plan. Japan has not remained behind with a 
similar transcontinental network with India 
and others, to be known as the Asia-Africa 
Growth Corridor. The battle for economic 
and geostrategic spheres of influence then 
became apparent with the launch in 2018 
of the US-led Indo-Pacific Business Forum. 
This was followed by the announcement 
of a “trilateral partnership” among the US, 
Japan and Australia aimed at marshalling 
public and private investment into Asian 
infrastructure and other major projects. 
The partnership later metamorphosed into 
something called the Blue Dot Network. 
Unfortunately, in open and naked world 
reality, there is admittedly no existing in-
ternational organization with the au-
thority to force cooperation on these 
competing and overlapping infrastruc-
tures. Therefore, New Delhi has been vocif-
erous in giving voice to the aspirations of 
the Global South, at a time when few global 
powers have neither the time nor resources 
to cater to the most vulnerable, occupied as 
they are with their own domestic woes. For 
its G20 Presidency, India is poised to focus 
attention on the following areas: women’s 
empowerment, digital public infrastruc-
ture, health, agriculture, education, cul-
ture, tourism, climate financing, circular 
economy, global food security, energy se-
curity, green hydrogen, disaster risk reduc-
tion and resilience, fight against economic 
crime and multilateral reforms.

New Delhi has been 
vociferous in giving 

voice to the aspirations 
of the Global South, at 

a time when few global 
powers have neither 

the time nor resources 
to cater to the most 

vulnerable, occupied as 
they are with their own 

domestic woes.

You said it...
Kyrgyzstan’s economy exhibits stability and 
has proven resilient to global challenges. 
Sustainability is 
ensured through 
accelerated mea-
sures aimed at 
supporting citi-
zens and business-
es. It is possible to 
increase the real 
money income 
of the public and 
ensure econom-
ic progress due to 
social benefits for 
the common man 
and increase in 
the wages of the 
working class. ―
Alisher Joraev, bishkek

Both Russia and China are global players in in-
ternational politics and economic affairs. If the 
Americans have an aspiration to contain either 
of them, the United States needs to forge a global 
consensus to mobilize an effort to contain these 
countries on a worldwide scale. As for now, it 
is simply a “mission impossible” to consolidate 
most countries to take any negative measures to-

wards Moscow or 
Beijing. Only cer-
tain western states 
have joined the 
collective actions 
to hinder the free-
dom of actions act-
ed by Moscow or 
Beijing. ― Ravi 
Kumar Gupta,
new delhi

Western sanctions 
against Russia di-
rectly open up the 
market for India 
and China which 
are more than 

happy to be partners in making companies in 
Russia. These sanctions have created vast new 
sectors of industries in Russia, which would nev-
er have been seen before. Russia will indeed 
grow, and will undoubtedly attract immigrants 
looking for opportunities. India has some of the 
biggest pharmaceutical industries in the world, 
and will just replace the western suppliers per-
manently. ― Vijay Yadav, chandigarh

An attempt to give 
nationality to shared 
culture is not a fashion of 
the 21st century. Such an 
attempt was frequently 
made in the preceding 
century, when some 
countries strived to 
show off their cultural 
dominance by adding their 
names to different cultural 
assets. But today, doing so 
can trigger political spats. 
Culture has no nationality.

― SaNjoy Kumar raKShIT, Patna

There are certain 
stereotypes and 
prejudices being spread 
in society related to the 
image of science. But it is 
astonishing that young 
people see their future 
in science. They realize 
that without science, it is 
impossible to take a step 
forward in any society. 
For them, everyone can 
do science, but one has to 
take some steps towards 
their dreams.
― ShaBNam SrIvaSTava, Mumbai

Readers’ Response
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In its history, the United 
States has repeatedly resort-
ed to pressure on competi-
tors with the help of economic 
sanctions. However very of-
ten they have suffered failure. 
And one of the obvious exam-
ples of that is Russia. In the 
shortest possible time, Putin 
was able to adjust to the treat-
ment of sanctions and acquire 
new partners for import and 
export. The whole world today 
is attracted by Russian oil and 
gas. ― Dr. Robin Pramanick, 
bengaluru

Whether there will be an 
inflation spiral depends on 
inflationary expectations. 
When inflation continues to 
rise and breaches a certain 
level, part of the current 
inflation is converted into 
inflationary expectations. 
Under such circumstances, 
consumers tend to consume 
in advance, producers choose 
to control goods to raise 
prices, workers will demand 
higher wages and companies 
finally pass higher costs on to 
consumers. Inflation will thus 
be further pushed up and even 
lead to a vicious cycle of sorts. 
― Prof. Javed Hussen, chennai

China’s surprise reopening 
and its spillover effects to 
the rest of Asia, mostly in the 
form of tourism, are likely 
to strengthen the region’s 
economies even as global 
headwinds mount. But it 
also has weaknesses. Slower 
demand from developed 
economies will translate into 
weaker exports, posing a 
major threat to the region’s 
manufacturing hubs, as 
political instability within 
some countries also worries 
people. ― Raja Chakraborty, 
kolkata

FOLLOW US:
facebook.com/businesscentralasia

@bcamagazine on twitter

There is no free lunch for 
Americans to take from the 
dining tables of other coun-
tries any more. After all, the 
general rule of give and take is 
always valid in international 
politics. It all depends on how 
much Washington can commit 
to the alliance relationships. 
Even many of the US’ tradition-
al allies like the Philippines 
would have strong reluctanc-
es to take coordinated actions 
against Russia and China. No 
nation would like to take sides 
unconditionally nowadays.
― Ivy Sarkar, gurugram

Türkiye has been consistent-
ly adhering to the pro-west-
ern position on the Ukrainian 
crisis which did not hinder its 
interaction with Moscow giv-
en their ties on both economic 
and political issues. Ankara is 
trying to increase its potential 
as an international player of a 
higher caliber than its resourc-
es permit and even manages to 
overcome the structural lim-
itations of a membership in 
various international organiza-
tions. ― Dr. Arijit Chowdhury, 
kolkata

If the Chinese economy picks 
up in a reopened China, it 
will not be easy to buy the 
planned volumes of energy on 
the world market. China is re-
sponsible for almost one-fifth 
of global oil consumption and 
surpassed Japan in 2021 as 
the world’s largest importer 
of LNG. The country also fills 
more than half of the world’s 
demand for copper, nickel, 
and zinc. If the Chinese econ-
omy recovers rapidly, it could 
put commodity prices under 
intense upward pressure and 
keep inflation high in Europe 
and elsewhere in the West.
― Nur Hameed, kolkata

FoR MoRE INFo LoG oNTo FACEBOOK.COM/BUSINESSCENTRALASIA oR @BCAMAgAzINE  oN T WITTER

India’s commitment to 
international collaboration, 

inclusive development, financial 
stability, and sustainable growth 

is consistent. According to the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
“India is taking this presidency 

at a time when there is a crisis in 
the world. The conflicts are going 

on and economic uncertainty 
remains on a large scale. The 

corona pandemic and now the 
Russia-Ukraine war has had a 

global impact. Due to this, crisis 
like food grains, fertilizer, energy, 
debt, obstruction in supply chain 

have arisen. India will work on 
the principle of “one Earth, one 

Family, one Future” during its 
chairmanship. India will ensure 

that the G-20 remains true to its 
original mission of addressing 

the financial and economic 
challenges.”



8

Interesting

business central asia    March  2023 9

Policies and Politics

TesT your 
knowledge“Quoted”

The only priority is - no one in 
the Kyrgyz Republic is allowed 
to violate strict observance and 
enforcement of the current 
legislation.
Sadyr Japarov, President of Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan always remains committed to the 
principles of the rule of law; human rights 
and freedoms are among the highest values in 
the country. At the same time, freedom leads 
to responsibility, and responsibility leads to 
freedom, therefore, the more freedom, the 
more responsibility. The only priority is - no 
one in the Kyrgyz Republic is allowed to violate  
strict observance and enforcement of the 
current legislation.

healthcare

First Ayurveda based 
wellbeing hotel built 
in Azerbaijan
shabran wellbeing resort hotel, lo-
cated in Pirabadil village of Azerbaijan’s 
Shabran region, is 147 kilometers away 
from the capital Baku.

Covering an area of 12.6 ha, the hotel 
consists of 119 rooms of different cate-
gories, 10 Composers’, 10 Writers’ and 
10 Artists’ cottages. This is the first re-
sort center in Azerbaijan that applies 
Ayurvedic (ancient Indian medicine) 
treatment methods. Here, professional 

Panchakarma (detoxification) specialists 
offer special original therapy opportuni-
ties based on Indian traditions.
Covering a large area, the Ayurveda Spa 
has a beauty salon, 6 treatment rooms, 
a Finnish sauna, a steam room, a relax-
ation area and an indoor pool. Here, 
every condition has been created for 
practicing fitness and yoga. Healing 
Panchakarma procedures, Pranayama 

sessions, yoga and lifestyle 
training will be carried out 
at the spa.

At the Shabran Wellbeing 
Resort hotel, Rübai, Ahang, 
Ojak restaurants, Misra 
Lobby Lounge, Bade Lounge 
Bar, and Aura Cafe will op-
erate. The hotel also has a 
billiards room, a cinema 
room, a PlayStation room, 
a children’s playroom and 

a mini-football field. For business meet-
ings, conferences and special events, the 
hotel offers Bayati and Shiraz confer-
ence halls that can perfectly accommo-
date up to 180 people. To explore Shabran 
Wellbeing Resort hotel, you can visit 
www.shabranwellbeing.az

1. When was Miss 
International beauty
contest established? 

2. When was International 
Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty established?
3. Who was the father

of Ksenia Sobchak,
a Russian celebrity?

4. Which city is famous mostly 
for large number of twins?

5. What is the real name
of Katy Perry?

Answers of
the February 2023 quiz
1. Robert Thurman, an 
Indologist and the first 

American to be tonsured a 
Buddhist monk personally 
by the Dalai Lama. Since 

Buddhist monasticism is not 
lifelong, Thurman resigned, 

became a professor at 
Columbia University. The actual 

name of Uma Thurman was 
Uma Karuna (bestower of bliss).

2. Sailor Moon, the famous 
Japanese anime character 

created in the 1990s, is a sweet 
loving schoolgirl and also 

champion of justice who leads 
a group of comrades – the 

Sailor Soldiers – to save the 
universe from evil forces.
3. The Golden Triangle is 
situated at area where the 
borders of three countries 

converge: Thailand, Laos and 
Burma. There used to be opium 
poppy plantations in this region, 

which is why it is informally 
called the Opium Triangle. 

4. Acupuncture was introduced 
in West Bengal in 1959 by BK 

Basu, one of five Indian doctors 
who served in China during 

WWII; thus, West Bengal 
became the first Indian state 

to recognize the treatment. In 
2019, the Indian government 
recognized acupuncture as 
an “independent system of 

healthcare.”
5. From 1429 until 1879, Siam 

was the name of Thailand 
under the Ryukyu Kingdom 
which rose to prominence 

as a hub for maritime trade 
between China, Japan and 

Southeast Asia.

Stability

President of Türkiye recep Tayyip Erdoğan often hails his ties to the romani community, with which 
he spent his childhood in the Kasımpaşa neighborhood of Istanbul where a large part of the romani 
community lived. he was also the first to apologize to the community in 2010 for the Turkish state’s 
past policies depriving the community of their rights.

Romani community in Türkiye

the 5th consultative 
meeting of the Heads 
of State of Central Asia 
will be held in Dushan-
be on September 14-16 
2023. The same time, the 
founding meeting of the 
Council of Heads of the 
International Fund for 
Saving the Aral Sea will be 
held in the capital of Ta-
jikistan. Recall that the IV 
meeting of the heads of 
Central Asian states was 

held in June 2022 in Chol-
pon-Ata in Kyrgyzstan. At 
the meeting, the partici-
pants discussed issues of 
regional cooperation, as 
well as trade, economic, 
cultural and humanitar-
ian partnership between 
the countries.
The first consultative 
meeting of the Heads of 
State of Central Asia was 

held in Astana, Kazakh-
stan in March 2018, the 
second - in November 
2019 in the capital of Uz-
bekistan, Tashkent. But 
a single symbol was ap-
proved at the 3rd meet-
ing of the Heads of State of 
Central Asia, which took 
place in August 2021 in 
Turkmenistan in the Awa-
za National Tourist Zone.

cooperation

Dushanbe to 
host Heads
of State of 
Central Asia

The complex located in Pirabadil village of Shabran district is
147 kilometers away from the capital Baku.

EBRD updates 
forecast growth 
for Central Asia

the european bank
for reconstruction and 
development (EBRD) has 
updated its forecast for the 
growth of the in 2023-2024. 

The Economist has reviewed 
the EBRD’s data and findings.

Thus, the EBRD expects 
output in Central Asia to 

grow by 4.9% in 2023. This 
slight upward revision from 
September reflects higher 
high oil and gas prices for 

commodity exporters, higher 
labor, capital and remittance 

inflows, and growth in 
intermediary trade. Output 
growth is expected to pick 
up to 5.4% in 2024, driven 
by planned infrastructure 

investment, high commodity 
prices and the relocation of 
highly skilled professionals 
and entire businesses from 

Russia to Central Asia.

The EBRD forecasts that Kyr-
gyzstan’s GDP will grow by 
7% in 2023, and accelerate 
to 7.2% in 2024. The econo-
mies of Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-
stan and Turkmenistan will 

show less growth in the next 
two years. The economies 

of Mongolia and Tajikistan, 
on the contrary, will bypass 
the Kyrgyzstan in terms of 

growth rate.

The hotel with luxury 
infrastructure serves 
as the first Ayurveda 
center in Azerbaijan.

Traditionally, during 
such summit, the 
leaders discuss 
issues of regional 
integration, trade, 
economic, cultural 
and humanitarian 
partnership.

The 4th consultative meeting of the Heads of State of Central Asia was 
held in Cholpon-Ata, Issyk-Kul region, Kyrgyzstan on July 21, 2022.

The economies of 
Central Asia are 
showing strong 

resilience to 
the geopolitical 

adversities caused 
by Ukraine conflict, 

EBRD reported.
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M i l e s t o n e

commitment

Parliamentary 
cooperation gains 
momentum in Central Asia
the first inter-parliamentary forum of Central 
Asian states, which resulted in the adoption of the 
Turkestan Declaration, signed by all five countries of 
the region, was held in city of Turkestan, Kazakhstan 
on February 9-10 2023. Thus, the declaration became 
the foundation for the integration of Turkmenistan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan 

through the legislature.
Only in the last few years, 
the intensification of re-
gional cooperation be-
tween the Central Asian 
Five has contributed to the 
formation of a center of 
power with significant eco-
nomic and human poten-
tial and now the countries 
of the region to jointly re-
spond at the foreign policy 

challenges with world powers such as Russia, China, the 
USA, India, Japan and the EU.
The consultative meeting of the heads of the Central 
Asian states held in Turkmenbashi in 2021 confirmed 
the policy commitment to the formation of a unified ap-
proach to the pressing problems of the region and its 
relations with its neighbors. At the same time, the for-
mat of cooperation itself wants to combine the integra-
tion features of other structures: that is why the merging 
of the interests of countries is all-encompassing. This 
also applies to the humanitarian direction (Creating a 
space for higher education in Central Asia), and security 
(Programs on borders and combating extremism of the 
EU), and economic (the desire to increase mutual trade), 
as well as political (a unified approach to regional and 
global problems). The adopted Turkestan Declaration 
and other joint documents indicate that the time of pro-
tectionism and border problems in Central Asia is com-
ing to an end. Now the countries are determined to a 
comprehensive join the forces to create a fair and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation.

FoR MoRE INFo LoG oNTo FACEBOOK.COM/BUSINESSCENTRALASIA oR @BCAMAgAzINE  oN T WITTER

relationS

President asks 
Ambassador to 
enhance ties
with India
In a bid to strengthen the al-
ready developing ties between 
Kyrgyzstan and India, the Pres-
ident of Kyrgyzstan, Sadar Jap-
arov, received Askar Beshimov, 
the newly appointed Ambassa-
dor of Kyrgyzstan to India.
Having set a number of specif-
ic tasks, the Head of State not-
ed that a good political dialogue 
has been built between Kyrgyz-
stan and India and there is a 
deep mutual understanding that 
allows to develop fruitful cooper-
ation in all areas of interaction.

Sadar Japarov stressed that In-
dia is a country with a devel-
oped economy and a large 
market for the sale of various 
products, therefore it is import-
ant to further develop bilater-
al trade and economic ties. 
Further, given the favorable 
conditions for investment in Kyr-
gyzstan, the President directed 
for sustained and proactive work 
to attract potential investors 
from India to Kyrgyzstan.
Askar Bashimov thanked the 
Head of State for his trust, and 
also informed about his plans 
to develop bilateral cooperation 
with the Indian side.

a study finds china has surpassed the 
US in one key measure of innovation and 
is making major strides in another. The 
study conducted in January 2023 by the
Information Technology and Innovation 
Foundation, a Washington-based think 
tank focused on US science and technol-

ogy policy, found that China’s innovation 
in 2020 was 139 percent of its US equiva-
lent, up from 78 percent in 2010.” China 
is evolving from an imitator to an inno-
vator, following a path blazed by its Asian 
Tiger neighbors – but at a much larger 
scale, with far greater geopolitical results,” 
said Robert Atkinson, the foundation’s 
President, who co-authored the report 
along with research assistant Ian Clay.

The study also found that China has al-
ready displayed great potential for global 
leadership in several key areas, including 
supercomputers, space exploration, artifi-
cial intelligence, quantum computing and 
high-speed rail.” Its innovation capabilities 
now threaten the global market share of 
firms from the United States and allied na-
tions in most high-value-added, advanced 
industries that are important to US pros-
perity and security,” Atkinson added.
The foundation has examined 22 inno-

vation-related indicators 
between 2010 and 2020, in-
cluding venture capital, pat-
ents and the amount of value 
added in advanced industries. 
It concluded that China was 
making significant gains by al-
most every indicator.
China’s strongest inroads 
came in the number and qual-
ity of science and engineering 
articles, the number of patents 
worldwide related to a partic-
ular innovation – known as an 
international patent family – 
and the fees it received for its 
patents and other advances.
By 2020, China tallied more 

international patent families than the US 
and published more scientific articles in 
all fields surveyed, other than in geology, 
atmospheric and oceanic sciences.
China accounted for 39.6 percent of the 
1.7 million patents granted globally in 
2021, the World Economic Forum reported 
in December, followed by North America 
with 19.9 percent and Europe with 11.8 
percent. scmp

advancement

China surpasses us in 
key innovation metric

L-R: Deputy Chairman of the Mejlis of Turkmenistan, Speakers of 
Oliy Majlis of Republic of Uzbekistan, Chairperson of the Senate of the 

Parliament of Kazakhstan, Speaker of the Parliament of Kyrgyzstan 
and Speaker of the Majlisi Oli of Tajikistan.

A robot makes coffee at a hi-tech fair in Shenzhen, China. The report 
by the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation looked 

at 22 innovation-related indicators.

report

The ratio of US
visa refusal in CIS
In 2022, the US Embassy in 
Tashkent refused to issue B 
category visas (tourist and 
business visas) to 47.04% of 
Uzbek nationals, the United 
States Department of State 
said in a report. Among the 
Central Asia countries, Uz-
bekistan ranked second in 
terms of visa refusal rate af-
ter Tajikistan, 57.03%, while 
the refusal rate in Turkmen-
istan topped - 35.69%, in 
Kyrgyzstan - 37.85%, in Ka-
zakhstan - 44.02%. In other 
CIS countries, the rates are: 
Azerbaijan - 23.54%, Belarus 
- 26.05%, Russia - 26.18%, 
Armenia - 37.87%, Ukraine  - 
41.27% (was 15.15% in the 
past year). The main reason 
of refusal is over-stay and 
staying as illegal immigrant.

education
Kyrgyzstan to 
introduce different 
teaching methods

The Minister of Education 
and Science of Kyrgyzstan 
Kanybek Imanaliev wishes 
to introduce British and Sovi-
et teaching methods into the 
education system of Kyrgyz-
stan. He announced this at a 
recent meeting of the parlia-
mentary committee on social 
policy. According to the minis-
ter, the education system will 
consist of three components. 
“We will adopt the good sides 
of Soviet pedagogy. Two mod-
els have been competing in 
the world in the last 200-
300 years — the Prussian 
and British teaching models. 
Finnish, Swedish, Estonian 
schools apply British model. 
Kazakhstan has completely 
switched to this system. The 
third component is national,” 
said Kanybek Imanaliev.

Taliban closes 
shops for not 

attending Friday 
prayers

the radical movement 
“Taliban,” controlling pow-

er in Afghanistan since 
August 2021, has begun 

to close shops of Afghans 
who do not attend Friday 

prayers in mosques, writes 
IA Ferghana. The publi-
cation refers to the net-
work portal Etilatroz, 
which informs that in 

the administrative cen-
ter of the southern prov-
ince of Gilmend, the city 
of Lashkargah, about 70 
stores have already been 
closed for the specified 
reason.  In November 

2022, the Taliban demand-
ed from the merchants 
to appear for the Friday 
prayers on a mandatory 
basis. The radical move-
ment warned shop own-
ers that their businesses 
could resume their activ-
ities only after paying a 
fine of 10,000 Afghanis 

($111). This is quite a large 
amount by local standards.

Let us add that after seiz-
ing power in Afghanistan, 

Taliban is consistent-
ly imposing the norms of 
Islamic law, Shariat - as 

they understand them. In 
particular, for this reason, 
girls over the age of 12 are 

not sent to school, from 
December 2022 girls are 

prohibited from studying 
at universities, and women 

from working.

In 2023, citizens of some 65 
countries can visit Russia 

without a visa. This includes 
most of the post-Soviet states 

like Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, as well 
as Ukraine. Additionally, cit-
izens of some countries in 
South and Central America 

– including Argentina, Brazil, 
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 

Nicaragua, Paraguay, Panama, 
Peru, Venezuela, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Uruguay, Ecuador 
– do not need a visa to trav-

el to Russia. Citizens of 
Israel, South Africa, Cuba, 

Montenegro, Thailand, South 
Korea, United Arab Emirates, 

Qatar, Andorra, Serbia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

North Macedonia, Mongolia, 
Botswana enjoy visa-free re-

gime with Russia, too.
russia beyond

acceSSibility
who can visit russia without visa!

The Turkestan 
Declaration reflects the 
prospects for further 
development of inter-
parliamentary relations 
aimed at expanding 
economic cooperation 
and forming a single 
cultural and historical 
space of Central Asia.

Taliban previously stated vice 
and virtue orders were advisory 
only, but it has pubished those 

who fail to comply. 

ToP PhoTo: SCmP / XINhua  |   BoTTom PhoTo: alEXaNDEr NEmENov / agENCE FraNCE-PrESSE / gETT y ImagES

connectivity
Important 
Announcement!
Turkmenistan Airlines will re-
sume regular flights on the Ash-
gabat-Delhi-Ashgabat route from 
March 26, 2023. It is planned 
that flight to the capital of India 
will be carried out once a week 
- on Sundays. In March 2020, 
due to the pandemic, regular 
flights between the two coun-
tries were suspended. Before 
the world health crisis, Turkmen-
istan Airlines operated regular 
flights to Delhi and Amritsar. 
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recognition

Azerbaijani 
AsAn wins global 
government 
excellence Award
the asan (azerbaijan service and
assessment network) service has been 
named the Best Government Service in the 
World and won the Global Government Ex-

cellence Award at the 10th World Govern-
ment Summit in Dubai February 15 2023.
The award was presented by the Crown 

Prince of the Emirate of Dubai Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum to the Chairman of the State 
Agency for Public Services and Social Inno-
vations under the President of Azerbaijan 
Ulvi Mehdiyev. This award was established 
at the initiative of the government of the 
UAE as part of the World Government Sum-
mit to evaluate the world’s leading gov-
ernment initiatives and reward successful 
practices in promoting innovation in pub-
lic service delivery. Azerbaijan was con-

ferred with this award, the 
first one in the world in this 
field, established in a simi-

lar format, out of 80 candi-
date countries. ASAN Service 
under the State Agency for 
Public Service and Social In-
novations was established by 
the decree of the President of 
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev on 
July 13, 2012.
Previously, the service was 

conferred with such international awards 
as United Nations Public Service Award 
and International Safety Award (in 2015).

report

kazakhstan’s 
GDP grows 5.6% 
in January 2023
kazakhstan’s gross do-
mestic product grew by 
5.6 percent in January 2023, 
according to the country’s 
Ministry of National Econo-
my. Kazakhstan experienced 
growth in major econom-
ic sectors, such as the real 
sector (2.3 percent) and the 
service sector (7.6 percent). 
Trade grew (19.4 percent) as 
did information and com-
munication (18.1 percent), 
whereas growth in construc-
tion reached 12.5 percent 
as over one million square 
meters of housing were 
commissioned.
The volume of investments 
in fixed assets for the re-
porting period grew by 18.3 
percent. Investment inflow 
increased by 9.2 percent in 
the industrial sector, 33.7 
percent in agriculture and 
real estate each, and 31.8 per-
cent in transport and storage.

Following the preliminary 
results of 2022, the coun-
try’s foreign trade turnover 
increased by 32.1 percent to 
$134.4 billion. The exports 
grew by 39.9 percent to 
reach $84.4 billion, with im-
ports reaching $50 billion.
The positive trade balance 
reached $34.4 billion, while 
the manufacturing indus-
try maintained favorable 
growth rates (1.6 percent). 
The positive trend is also 
seen in the production of 
food, oil, chemical products, 
beverages, pharmaceuticals, 
and light manufacturing.

import export

Foreign trade turnover of 
Tajikistan in 2022

In 2022, the foreign trade 
turnover of Tajikistan amount-
ed to about $7.6 billion, which 

25,1% more than in 2021. 
The import of goods amount-

ed to about $5.2 billion, 
which 22.9% more than in 

2021. The share of exports is 
more than $2.3 billion, which 
is 30.4% more than in 2021. 

In 2022, Tajikistan carried out 
export-import operations with 

109 countries of the world. 
In export the main export 
goods were: minerals and 

concentrates - 31.4% ($730.8 
million); aluminum - 6% 

($139.9 million); electrical 
energy - 4.6% ($106.8 mil-

lion); fruits - 2.2% ($51.5 mil-
lion); cement - 1.9% ($44.4 
million). The main buyers 
were Kazakhstan - 20.8%, 

China - 15.8%, Türkiye - 7.7%, 

Uzbekistan - 7.7%, as well 
as Iran - 4.9%, Afghanistan 
- 4.5%, Belgium - 4.4% and 
Russia - 3.8%. In the struc-
ture of imports the bulk of 
the goods were: petroleum 

the authorities in kazakhstan intend 
to build five border centers for trade with 
neighboring countries by 2026, accord-
ing to a report released by the Ministry 
of Trade and Integration. “An industri-
al trade and logistics complex will be cre-
ated in Zhambyl region on the border 

with Kyrgyzstan; in Turkestan region, 
on the border with Uzbekistan, an inter-
national center of industrial coopera-
tion – Central Asia. It is planned to build 

a cross-border trade center Eurasia in the 
West Kazakhstan region on the border with 
Russia. The Caspian container hub will ap-
pear in Mangistau region, and Khorgos 
Hub border complex will be built on the 
border with China,” the report said.
The activities of trade and logistics hubs 
will be aimed at ensuring industrial coop-
eration in the field of warehousing, stor-
age, processing, production of new goods 
and their further sale with integration into 
international commodity distribution sys-
tems. “They will also provide services of 

short-term storage, logistics, rent 
of trading places, pre-sale prepa-
ration, consolidation and redistri-
bution of goods by wholesale lots, 
loading and unloading, develop-
ment of transcontinental cargo 
transportation. It is assumed that 
the cross-border hubs will cover 
the export potential of enterpris-
es in the regions of Kazakhstan,” 
the ministry explained.
According to Kazakhstani of-
ficials, the development of in-
frastructure complexes in the 
border areas will create condi-
tions for the implementation of 
industrial cooperation, which will 

reduce the number of participants in the 
supply chain, reduce the cost of the prod-
uct for the end consumer and increase the 
speed of delivery.

expanSion

Kazakhstan plans
to build five hubs
on borders

products - 13.2% ($681.6 mil-
lion); wheat - 5.3% ($329.1 
million); light vehicles - 4.5% 

($234 million); wood ma-
terials - 2.2% ($114.8 mil-

lion); mineral fertilizers - 1.6% 
($80.4 million).The main sup-

pliers were Russia - 30.6%, 
Kazakhstan - 18.5%, China 
- 16.2%, Uzbekistan - 7.6%, 

Türkiye - 3.3%.

infraStructure

Tajikistan to 
build its part of 
railway line to 
Afghanistan

in tajikistan, the con-
structive initiatives are 
being taken for the con-

struction of the Jaloliddini 
Balkhi–Jayhun–Nizhny 

Panjirailway line, which in 
future should become part 
of the interregional railway 
network. The length of the 
proposed railway line on 
the territory of Tajikistan 
will be 50 kilometers; it is 
expected that the laying of 
the section will create con-
ditions for connecting the 

railways of Central Asia and 
East Asia. At present, South 
Korean specialists are en-
gaged in the preliminary 

work necessary to prepare 
a feasibility study for the 
Tajik section of the route.

Recall that this railway line 
in the south of Tajikistan, 

which should be con-
nected to the railway 

lines of Afghanistan and 
Turkmenistan, is planned 
to be built since 2013. The 
corresponding memoran-
dum was then signed by 
the heads of these three 

countries. The first stage of 
this railway line, Atamyrat-
Ymamnazar (Turkmenistan) 

- Akina (Afghanistan) was 
launched at the end of 2016. 

However, the construc-
tion of its Tajik part did not 

start for various reasons, 
including a disagreement 

between Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan over the route 
of the proposed line. Later, 
all disagreements were set-

tled, but no work on the 
project could be carried out.

Cross-border hubs are expected to cover the export potential
of enterprises in Kazakhstan’s vast regions.

after getting the ap-
proval of the Legislative 
Chamber and Senate of 
Uzbekistan, it has been 
decided to hold the ref-

erendum on the new con-
stitution of the country on 

April 30, 2023.
The new edition of the 
constitution will come 
into force from the day 
the results of the refer-
endum are announced 
by the Central Election 

Commission.
The text of the main law 

of Uzbekistan will change 
by 65%; the country is pro-
claimed a social state, the 

number of senators will be 
reduced and other changes 

are planned. At the same 
time, there is amendment 
to extend the term of the 
country’s President in of-

fice from 5 to 7 years.
The need to reform the 

constitution was an-
nounced in November 

2021 by the President 
of Uzbekistan Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev in his inaugu-
ral speech, specifying that 

such a proposal comes 
from the people of the 

country. In congratulating 

the people of Uzbekistan 
on the occasion of the 29th 

anniversary of the con-
stitution in December of 
the same year, Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev proposed to 

adopt amendments to the 
30th anniversary of the 
Constitution, that is, by 
December 8, 2022, but 

the adoption of the docu-
ment was delayed. In ear-
ly March 2023, President 
Mirziyoyev met with dep-

uties and senators, as 
well as the leadership 

of the Supreme Court of 
Uzbekistan and discussed 

the results of consider-
ations on the proposals 

of the people on amend-
ments to the constitution. 
It was stated that the doc-
ument would be consid-

ered by the Constitutional 
Court of Uzbekistan.

announcement

April 30 date set 
for constitution 

referendum

The award was presented to the Chairman of the State Agency 
for Public Service and Social Innovations under the President of 

Azerbaijan, Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, February 15, 2023
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“ASAN Service” was 
honored with the “Best 
Government Service in 
the World” award among 
contenders representing 
80 countries.

A vehicle from Tajikistan passes the Karasu port to China’s Xinjiang.

 Prime Minister of Kazakhstan 
Alikhan Smailov.
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platform

kazakhstan
launches Astana 
International Forum
kazakhstan is going to launch a new 
international conference, the Astana 
International Forum, to join efforts on 
tackling key global challenges, to be held 
on June 8-9, 2023 in Astana. It will serve 
as a platform for eminent delegates from 
governments, international organizations, 
business, and academia, to engage in a dia-

logue to seek ways to address climate, food 
scarcity and energy security challenges.
Commenting on the launch of the Astana 
International Forum, President Tokayev 

noted, “Today, across the globe we face 
historic challenges, the likes of which we 
have not encountered for decades or lon-
ger. These challenges are putting unprec-
edented pressure on the international 
community, creating new dividing lines 
and challenging the principles of global-
ization and multilateralism. The Astana 
International Forum was created to re-
spond to these challenges, prioritizing co-
operation as a core tenet of a functioning 
international system. Kazakhstan has a 
long history of advancing constructive in-
ternational relations, serving as a bridge 

between East and West – and while 
this policy has been firmly test-
ed in 2022, it has proven resilient. 
Through the Astana International 
Forum, we hope to build new bridg-
es and strengthen ties, as we come 
together to overcome the collective 
challenges we face, charting a new 
way forward – diplomatically, eco-
nomically and politically.”
The Astana International Forum 
grew out of the success of the Astana 
Economic Forum. It was conceptual-
ized to address four key global issues: 
foreign policy, security and sustain-
ability, energy and climate, and econ-

omy and finance. These pillars are at the 
heart of the Forum’s mission of “Tackling 
Challenges through Dialogue: Towards 
Cooperation, Prosperity and Progress.”

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev.

Economy and Development

connectivity
New route 

from India to 
Kazakhstan 

launched
a new service has been 
launched to develop the 
eastern branch of the In-
ternational North-South 
Transport Corridor (IN-

STC); KTZ Express, a mul-
timodal subsidiary of the 
Kazakhstan Railways, will 

transport sesame seeds 
from India to Kazakhstan 
via Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan. The estimated 
travel time for this car-

go is about 20 days. First, 
the goods will travel by sea 
from the port of Mundra to 
the Iranian port of Bandar 
Abbas. From there on, the 
containers will be trans-
ported by rail and sent to 

Almaty via Iran, Turkmen-
istan and Uzbekistan.

The service is a part of the 
development plan of the 
Kazakhstan-Turkmeni-

stan-Iran railway corridor 
and a part of the INSTC 

eastern branch connect-
ing Mumbai with Moscow. 
Many players participat-

ing in INSTC insist on the 
development of the east-

ern branch of the corridor. 
For example, in December 
2022, Russian Railways es-
tablished a 20 percent dis-
count for operators who 

decided to transport goods 
on the eastern side of IN-

STC. The discount is grant-
ed only to containers 

transported through Rus-
sian-Kazakh border cross-

ings, as well as through 
the Bolashak-Serkhetyak 

border crossing be-
tween Kazakhstan and 

Turkmenistan.
The eastern branch of IN-
STC refers to the network 

connecting Russia with 
the countries of the Caspi-
an Basin, the Persian Gulf, 
Central, South and South-

east Asia. 

on March 2, 2013, Tajikistan 
became the 159th member 
of the World Trade organi-
zation (WTo) - the sec-
ond (after Kyrgyzstan) in 
the region of Central Asia. 
The country in the process 
of multilateral negotia-
tions accepted and intro-
duced changes in more 
than 100 regulatory-legal 
documents for the adapta-
tion of its economy to the 
new conditions of compe-
tition in the world arena. 
At present, the government 
of Tajikistan notes many pos-
itive moments from joining 
this organization in all possi-
ble sectors and industries of 
the economy. The main advan-
tages relate to the strength-
ening and expansion of export 

potential, diversification of for-
eign trade, and simplification 
of export-import procedures. 
According to official statis-
tics, during these 10 years the 
number of trade partner-coun-
tries of Tajikistan increased 
from 102 to 110. The volume 
of exports increased from $1.4 

billion in 2012 to $2.1 billion 
in 2022, and the volume of for-
eign trade turnover, in general, 
from $5.1 billion to $7.3 billion.
The country’s trade balance 
(the difference between ex-
ports and imports) has not 
changed much during this 

period: the share of exports in 
the structure of foreign trade 
in 2012 was 27.4%, and in 
2022 - 28.8%. Meanwhile, the 
Ministry of Economic Devel-
opment claims that after the 
accession of Tajikistan to the 
WTo, the country’s export vol-
ume increased by 2 times; the 

list of exported goods by 
1.8 times, the production 
of industrial products by 
2.1 times, and agricultur-
al production by 1.3 times. 
In addition, a “single win-
dow” was introduced for 
the simplification of export, 
import and transit proce-
dures; the “Trade Portal 
of Tajikistan” was created; 
and a number of important 

reforms in the field of trade 
were implemented.
It is also noted that, partici-
pating in global trade initia-
tives, Tajikistan has achieved 
7% medium-term economic 
growth and 10% medium-term 
business growth.

progreSS

Ten years of WTO 
membership of 
Tajikistan

Tajikistan’s capital city Dushanbe.
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Perspective

Beginning of a new era of
New and Fair Kazakhstan

valueS in governance

An exclusive interview granted to business central asia by
His Excellency Ambassador of Kazakhstan to India Nurlan Zhalgasbayev.

In your opinion, how will political 
reforms influence the process of 
building New and Fair Kazakhstan? 
Since last year, the world has been go-
ing through many trials. The conflict 
in Ukraine, in particular, has affect-
ed the entire planet, including indi-
rectly, through economic depression 
and alarming geopolitical tensions. 
Kazakhstan has not escaped this, be-
cause the consequences of the war 
have affected our economy, and the 
risks of a global recession and rising 
inflation undermine business confi-
dence in the Central Asian region.
Against this difficult background, 
Kazakhstan could have looked in-
ward, particularly due to the tragic 
events that took place in our country in 
January 2022, when we faced a coup at-
tempt through armed violence. Many 

were unsure whether Kazakhstan 
would recover. Despite our assuranc-
es and firm commitments to reform, 
democratisation, and further protec-
tion of human rights, some doubted 
whether this would be achieved. In ad-
dition to demonstrating our resilience 
and stability, we have transformed our 
country through significant political 
and socio-economic initiatives. 
We have implemented constitution-
al reforms following a nationwide ref-
erendum in June 2022, which have 
instilled new democratic values in 
our governance, including limited 

presidential powers, a more influ-
ential parliament, an independent 
Constitutional Court, establishment of 
new political parties, direct elections of 
mayors, and other important measures. 
In November 2022, our country held a 
presidential election under the new 
Constitution, which means all future 
heads of our state, including current 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, will 
serve a single seven-year term without 
the right to re-election. The election, 
which was held fairly and transparently, 
was an important milestone in the dem-
ocratic development of our country. 
We also learned valuable lessons from 
the tragic events in January. Many of 
the participants of those riots received 
an amnesty. Steps were also taken to 
prevent human rights mistreatments. 
All of our efforts over the past twelve 

months have contributed to 
the creation of a Just and 
Fair Kazakhstan – a pros-
perous society, and a more 
vibrant, dynamic and com-
petitive political system. 
While transforming our do-
mestic political system, we 
did not forget about our in-
ternational obligations. 
In October 2022, our cap-
ital hosted the sixth sum-
mit of the Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia, 
an organisation that we 
launched 30 years ago to en-

hance cooperation towards peace, se-
curity and stability in Asia. During the 
same month, Astana held the meeting 
of Heads of State of Central Asia and 
the President of the European Council, 
Charles Michel. Symbolically, it took 
place on the eve of the 30th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between the Central Asian 
countries and the European Union.
The domestic and foreign policy course 
taken by Kazakhstan has opened the 
door to enhanced cooperation with 
India. Over the years, we have estab-
lished a constructive political dialogue 

and are constantly expanding our 
multifaceted economic and human-
itarian ties transformed to Strategic 
Partnership in 2009. We have five Joint 
Working Groups in such the areas as 
trade and economic cooperation; on 
textile industry, IT, military-techni-
cal cooperation, and science and tech-
nology committee. Our countries are 
working on instituting a transport and 
logistics, space, medico-pharmaceuti-
cal joint working groups. I consider it 
important to pay special attention to 
priority projects, which include energy, 
space, military-technical cooperation, 
FinTech, IT, tourism, healthcare and 
pharmacology. Kazakhstan is the main 
trading partner of India in Central Asia. 
As part of the celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween the countries, on June 2, 2022, 
the official opening ceremony of the 
bust to the great Kazakh poet and 
thinker Abai Kunanbayuly took place 
in New Delhi, timed to coincide with 
the Anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between our countries. 
In response to the opening of the 
monument to Abai Kunanbayuly in 
New Delhi, a monument to Mahatma 
Gandhi was erected in Astana on 
October 13. I think it has a symbol-
ic meaning for the relationship and 
cooperation of the two countries. We 
have well-established cultural and eco-
nomic relations, and I believe this 
event will contribute to their further 
development.
As the world looks to navigate the chal-
lenges associated with current geopo-
litical and economic hardships, closer 
cooperation between Kazakhstan and 
India is essential. At the same time, 
Kazakhstan remains committed to 

developing its relations with all the 
countries and partners. As President 
Tokayev said during his inauguration 
following the recent presidential elec-
tion, “Kazakhstan will continue to pur-
sue a balanced, constructive foreign 
policy aimed at protecting national in-
terests. Mutually beneficial cooper-
ation and strategic partnership with 
neighbouring countries – Russia, China 
and brotherly countries of Central 
Asia, with partners in integration alli-
ances – will be a priority. We will make 
every effort to develop multifaceted co-
operation with the United States, the 
European Union, the states of Asia, the 
Middle East and Transcaucasia, as well 
as with all interested countries.” 
We are convinced that our multi-vec-
tor foreign policy will contribute to the 
resolution of many global crises and fa-
cilitate increased international collabo-
ration. 2023 will be another significant 
year for Kazakhstan Parliamentary 
elections will be held on March 19.
How do you see this parliamentary 
election as compared to the previous 
elections?
The constitutional amendments that 
were implemented following the na-
tionwide referendum in June 2022 have 
ushered in new democratic principles 
in our country, including a more influ-
ential parliament, limited presiden-
tial powers, simplified procedures for 
registering new political parties, direct 
elections of akims (mayors), among 
many other important measures.

Several political initiatives have 
launched from January this year. 
Perhaps most significant is the es-
tablishment of the Constitutional 
Court, to which every citizen can ap-
ply, including the Commissioner for 
Human Rights and the Prosecutor 
General. The Court will ensure that 

our country’s laws are in line with our 
Constitution and will protect the fun-
damental rights of our citizens. Elvira 
Azimova, the first Chairperson of the 
Constitutional Court, previously worked 
as Commissioner for Human Rights in 
Kazakhstan. This is a clear indication 
of the Court’s priorities and direction. 
Now, Kazakhstan is moving fast to-
wards Mazhilis (the lower house of 
parliament) and maslikhats (local rep-
resentative bodies) elections on March 
19. These elections will be unique in 
many respects. Firstly, two recently 
established political parties will par-
ticipate in the vote. For instance, to-
wards the end of last year, the Green 
Party was established in Kazakhstan, 
which will raise awareness of ecolog-
ical issues – an area that is of vital im-
portance due to the ongoing climate 
change challenges, and of great con-
cern to our citizens due to enduring 
consequences of large-scale Soviet-era 
man-made environmental calamities. 
Overall, seven parties are now regis-
tered in the country offering a pletho-
ra of political choice for the electorate. 
Their participation in competitive 
elections will further contribute to 
strengthening a multi-party system by 
increasing plurality and influence of 
opposition politics, an objective which 
our country has been working towards 
for the past several years. Significantly, 
the threshold for parties to enter the 
Mazhilis has been reduced from sev-
en to five percent, making it easier for 

opposition parties to en-
ter parliament and play 
an important role in in-
creasing government 
accountability. 
Secondly, a mixed pro-
portional-majoritarian 
model will be used for 
the first time for the elec-
tion to the Mazhilis since 
2004, where 70 percent 
of deputies will be elect-
ed proportionally from 
party lists, and 30 per-
cent by majoritarian rule 
from single-member dis-
tricts. This means that 29 

out of 98 members of parliament will 
be elected in single-mandate constit-
uencies, while 69 will be elected from 
party lists under the proportional rep-
resentation model from a single na-
tionwide constituency. The elections to 
the maslikhats of districts and cities of 
national importance will also be held 

under a mixed electoral system, with 
a 50/50 ratio, while lower level mas-
likhats will be elected completely un-
der a majoritarian rule.
In addition, an “against all” option will 
be included on the ballots, which will 
give the electorate the opportunity to 
express their disapproval of all candi-
dates should they wish to do so. Finally, 
a 30 percent quota for women, youth, 
and persons with special needs has 
been established at the legislative lev-
el in the distribution of the mandates 
of the members of parliament from the 
party lists. This ensures wider repre-
sentation in parliament of all groups in 
Kazakhstan. 
Our country has always shown its com-
mitment to holding free, open, and fair 
elections. The role of election mon-
itors is undoubtedly crucial in this 
regard. As with previous elections, in-
cluding the presidential election in 
November 2022, we have invited 10 in-
ternational organizations and scores 
of observers from foreign nations to 
observe the election. We expect the 
largest election observation missions 
from the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights and the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. 
The upcoming elections will mark an-
other important milestone in the de-
velopment of Kazakhstan’s democracy. 
Many were unsure whether our coun-
try would recover after the unrest in 
January 2022. Yet we have managed to 
overcome this hurdle. In addition to 
demonstrating our resilience and sta-
bility, we have transformed our coun-
try through significant political and 
socio-economic initiatives. 
The elections will not change our 
country overnight, but they will fur-
ther contribute to the creation of a Just 
Kazakhstan – a prosperous society, and a 
more vibrant, dynamic and competitive 
political system. Such a country will be 
an even stronger and more committed 
partner for cooperation for the interna-
tional community, including for India.  
As the world continues to navigate 
current geopolitical and econom-
ic challenges, a stable and thriv-
ing Kazakhstan is to the benefit of 
not just our own citizens, but to the 
whole region and beyond. Our politi-
cal reforms, supported by competitive 
elections, is the foundation on which 
we will ensure our stability and contin-
ue to build our future. 

His Excellency Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
India Nurlan Zhalgasbayev.

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev registering to vote during 
the referendum in June last year.

A building of the Mazhilis, the lower house of Kazakhstan’s 
parliament in capital city Astana.
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Party approves China’s
State Council members 
the 14th national people’s con-
gress has approved China’s new State 
Council. There are only two new-
comers among the 26 heads of minis-
tries and agencies: Defense Minister 
Li Shangfu and National 
Development and Reform 
Commission Chairman 
Zheng Shanjie. 
Officials loyal to Xi Jinping 
currently hold key posi-
tions in the State Council. 
New Prime Minister Li 
Qiang is one of them. 
However, his appointment 
is based not only on his 
personal loyalty but also on 
the expertise that he gained 
while leading the econom-
ically developed regions at 
the mouth of the Yangtze 
River, including Shanghai. 
As for Li Shangfu, his ap-
pointment is first and 
foremost a reward for his 
successful work to upgrade 
the Chinese army. In terms 
of expertise, he is not a military lead-
er but an engineer. The United States 
imposed sanctions on him for Russian 
weapons purchases. Still, we can’t say 
that his appointment marks or paves 
the way for a new phase of a standoff 
between China and the US. 
Over the past decade, China has seen 
a significant consolidation of pow-
er in the hands of Xi Jinping, and the 
Communist Party’s supremacy over the 
state and society has also become more 
apparent. The next decade will be a dif-
ficult one for China, given that the old 
economic development model is ex-
hausted, with cheap labor and free re-
sources no longer available, while the 
external environment - relations with 
the US and its allies - is getting more 
and more toxic.

The 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), held 
in October 2022, confirmed President 
Xi Jinping and China’s top political 

leadership for the next five years. But 
what that means for the Chinese econ-
omy going forward will depend on 
three factors: the state of the coun-
try’s institutions, past and current eco-

nomic conditions, and the leadership’s 
political intentions. China’s most fun-
damental institutions are totalitarian, 
reflecting and reproducing the party’s 
monopoly control over every facet of 
society, including the economy. 
The party-state institutions of totalitar-
ian control were transplanted, in full, 
from the Soviet Union in 1949. When 
Soviet-style totalitarianism collapsed 
three decades ago under the dead 
weight of its economic failures, China 
appeared to be an exception. The ques-
tion now is whether China’s own totali-
tarian experiment can last.
To answer that, one must understand 
the structure of “totalitarianism with 
Chinese characteristics.” A key pillar is 
regionally decentralized totalitarianism, 
which combines highly centralized to-
talitarian control over politics, ideology 
and personnel with decentralization in 
administrative and economic affairs.
This is the arrangement that facilitated 
the post-Mao reforms. Centralized to-
talitarian control of the economy was 
relaxed, evolved into regionally decen-
tralized authoritarianism. But since Xi 
came to power in 2012, China has shift-
ed back toward totalitarianism, with 

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a speech during the opening ceremony 
of the 20th National Congress of China’s ruling Communist Party in Beijing, 

China, October 16, 2022.

a monopoly State the party leadership reasserting con-
trol, particularly over the burgeoning 
private sector. That reversal is a cen-
tral reason for China’s sharp economic 
slowdown in 2022.
opening up
Much of China’s rapid economic 
growth in the early post-Mao reform 
era was recovery following the dev-
astation inflicted from the late 1950s 
until the late 1970s by the Great Leap 

Forward and the Cultural 
Revolution. But the re-
maining share represented 
something beyond mere re-
covery, and is something of 
a puzzle.
China’s reforms succeed-
ed where all of the reform 
efforts by its communist 
counterparts in the Soviet 
Union and Central and 
East Europe had failed, 
because China had man-
aged to solve a fundamen-
tal incentive problem that 
characterizes party-state 
bureaucracies. This earlier 
success offers clues about 
whether its economy re-
mains sustainable today.
Following Mao’s death, the 
party leadership came to 

believe that economic growth was the 
key to its survival, and it settled on the 
institutional foundation for new re-
form policies. Under the new model, 
regional economic performance would 
determine the promotion of local par-
ty-state bureaucrats, which led to 
competition between subnational bu-
reaucrats. To gain an advantage, some 
covered up or even supported illegiti-
mate private enterprises, and thus in-
advertently unleashed rapid growth in 
China’s private sector, a development 
that was incompatible with totalitari-
anism and certainly never tolerated in 
the Soviet Union.
With private enterprise becoming in-
creasingly embedded in the Chinese 
economy, the party took the addition-
al step of amending the constitution to 
recognize private-property rights, mak-
ing China the first communist state to 
do so. At this point, there was a rela-
tive relaxation of control. Thus, the pri-
vate sector, a rudimentary civil society, 
and nonstate-owned mass media out-
lets were allowed to grow, and did so 
rapidly, provided that they did not chal-
lenge the party’s political monopoly. 
Then came China’s 2001 accession to 

the World Trade Organization, which 
brought an enormous inflow of foreign 
investment and a dramatic increase in 
exports. That development and the rap-
id expansion of the private sector be-
came the decisive drivers of China’s 
rapid growth this century.
beijing, we have a problem
But the sustainability of China’s eco-
nomic dynamism is persistently threat-
ened by the exclusive state ownership 
of land, a state monopoly in the bank-
ing sector, the absence of judicial inde-
pendence, discrimination against the 
private sector and a dearth of domes-
tic demand. While the party’s desire to 
rebuild its legitimacy drove the relax-
ation of totalitarian control in the early 
reform years, the 2008 global financial 
crisis gave the party an excuse to re-
new its push for total control.
The regime relied on a massive accu-
mulation of debt to boost infrastruc-
ture development across the board, 
which generated a high economic 
growth rate, at least for a while. But 
most of these investments were ineffi-
cient, and China entered a vicious cy-
cle of overleveraging and overcapacity. 
Worse, the massive debt-backed public 
spending sidelined the nonstate sector. 
As the public sector advanced, the pri-
vate sector retreated.
Another problem is China’s lack of an 
independent judicial system to uphold 
the private property rights the con-
stitution recognizes. Instead, the ju-
diciary tends to protect state-owned 
enterprises and party-controlled as-
sets; sometimes, it even serves as a 
channel through which the party-state 
expropriates private owners. This lack 
of judicial independence is bad for 
business for another reason, because it 
means that contracts are not enforce-
able in any predictable way.
Meanwhile, the exclusive state owner-
ship of land and the state monopoly of 
banking have led to severe problems 
in the real-estate sector, which contrib-
utes directly and indirectly to about 
one-third of GDP. China’s real-estate 
marketization, which began in 1998, 
was designed to convert state-owned 
land into local party-state fiscal reve-
nue. The key reform was to make each 
local government the sole landowner 
within its jurisdiction.
But to maximize their financial gains 
from land, governments at all levels 
try their best to raise prices by reduc-
ing supply. Consequently, Chinese real 
estate, measured by the ratio of local 

real-estate prices to average per capita 
household income, is among the world’s 
most expensive. In the Xi era, China’s 
real estate value exceeds that of the 
United States and the European Union 
combined. But this intentionally created 
bubble is now on the verge of bursting.
In addition to creating trouble in the 
real-estate sector, exclusive state own-
ership of land and the state’s bank-
ing monopoly have destabilized the 
Chinese financial and fiscal systems. 
Using land as collateral, governments 
across China have borrowed massive-
ly from state-owned banks, pushing 
the country’s total debt-to-GDP ratio to 
300% in the first quarter of 2019 and 
making its leverage rate among the 
highest in the world.
Worse yet, most debts in China are 
mortgage loans that use land and finan-
cial securities as collateral. Now that 
the Chinese economy has been slowing, 
the devalued mortgages behind these 
pro-cyclical debts are starting to weigh 
on the entire economic system, possibly 
triggering financial and fiscal crises.
Low domestic demand is compounding 
all these problems. In the past, China 
could substitute the revenue from ex-
ports for low domestic demand. But 
now that China’s ties with the world’s 
high-consumption advanced economies 
are deteriorating, exports can no longer 
be relied upon to drive growth. China’s 
own ratio of private consumption to 
GDP remains one of the lowest in the 
world - just 38.5% in 2021, compared to 
nearly 70% in the US and 56% in Japan.
The fundamental reason for chronical-
ly low domestic demand is that house-
hold income growth has been lower 
than GDP growth for decades, because 
the state has taken too much through 
state agencies and monopolies. But 
another reason is severe income in-
equality. A massive number of people, 
especially the officially defined rural 
population, live in absolute poverty re-
gardless of their livelihoods, owing to 
various institutional constraints. In a 
2020 speech, then-Premier Li Keqiang 
reported that about 600 million Chinese 
had a monthly income of around 1,000 
Chinese yuan ($140); in fact, 500 mil-
lion earn less or even much less.
there and back
The greatest new challenge to the 
Chinese economy is the change in the 
party’s objectives for it. Economic de-
velopment for the sake of the party’s 
survival has been supplanted by the 
goals of peaceful political evolution 
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Is today’s China
yesterday’s Soviet Union?
by di guo and chenggang xu

and the prevention of “color revolu-
tions.” Since 2012, the party leader-
ship has been systematically tugging 
China’s political economy back toward 
totalitarianism.
Even though China’s social pluralism 
(private businesses, civil-society or-
ganizations, independent media) re-
mains limited, party leaders still worry 
that this narrow space provides a basis 
for rebellion. Prominent private-sector 
entrepreneurs have been purged, and 
leading nonstate companies in the dig-
ital economy have been ruthlessly sup-
pressed - developments that have both 
undermined the private sector and re-
duced China’s access to the world’s ad-
vanced economies.
Following the party’s recent Congress, 
it now seems clear that totalitarian 
control over every corner of society 
will be strengthened. The number of 
moderate technocrats and their weight 
in party-state agencies will be reduced. 
Economic policy will be politically de-
termined. State-owned enterprises and 
party-state bureaucracies will steadily 
crowd out private enterprises and mar-
kets. The devastating “zero-Covid” pol-
icy has already showcased how far the 
party’s power can and will extend.
By the 1980s, the Soviet Union’s per 
capita GDP (measured by purchasing 
power) was about one-third that of the 
United States, whereas China’s per cap-
ita GDP today is only slightly above 
one-quarter that of the United States. 
Even worse, as a consequence of the 
party’s decades-long “one-child poli-
cy,” China’s population growth rate has 
started to decline and the demographic 
structure implies that both labor sup-
ply and domestic demand will run into 
deeper trouble. All of this means that 
China still has a long way to go just to 
catch up with the relative development 
level of the Soviet Union. Whether it 
will do so is an open question now that 
it is moving back to the failed Soviet 
system of central control.
In the 1950s, one of the Communist 
Party of China’s most famous slo-
gans was, “The Soviet Union’s today is 
our tomorrow.” That tomorrow may 
well have arrived, with the party on 
its way to transforming today’s China 
into yesterday’s Soviet Union. The par-
ty’s leaders apparently do not realize 
that the same problems that sank the 
Soviet economy are now threatening 
to sink China’s. With each passing day, 
that outcome appears more certain. 
Courtesy: project syndicate
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Progress of the CICA 
Environmental Dimension
undoubtedly, asia is on its way to becoming the fast-
est-developing continent in the world. Projected new 
trade routes, efforts to develop a sustainable system, and 
the significance of green transformation in the face of 
rising energy, food, and security demands. All of these 
are issues that deeply concern member states of 
the Conference on Interaction and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia (CICA), from North 
Asia to the Indian Ocean and from East Asia 
to the Aegean Sea. However, how realistic are 
the ambitious carbon-neutral plans countries 
aim for in line with their green transformation 
goals? At this point, with its five dimensions, 
CICA offers confidence building measures, dia-
logue, connectivity, synergy, and best practices 
for its member states to achieve their goals.
At the sixth CICA summit, among the common 
issues highlighted by the distinguished Heads of State or 
government and high-level representatives were combat-
ing climate change and the significance of CICA’s envi-
ronmental dimension for future cooperation. Why is the 
environmental dimension so significant for the future of 
the CICA region?

The CICA environmental dimension has three priority 
areas: sustainable development, environment protection, 
and natural disaster management. Each priority area has 
its coordinator and co-coordinator. For instance, Thai-
land is the coordinator for sustainable development, 
Mongolia is the coordinator for environment protection, 
where Bangladesh and China are co-coordinators, Iran 
is the coordinator for natural disaster management, and 
Bangladesh is co-coordinator. 

According to the updated CICA Cat-
alogue of Confidence Building Mea-
sures (CBMs), the member states have 
specified the priorities for coopera-
tion in environmental areas for the im-
plementation of the CICA CBMs, such 
as sharing information on best prac-
tices concerning national policies on 
environmental protection and sustain-

able development, exchanging 
information on natural and in-
dustrial disasters in the countries, 
which, in their view, may affect 
their neighbors. In addition, sem-
inars, workshops, conferences, 
and trainings are held within the 
priority areas of the CICA envi-
ronmental dimension. In general, 
the topics coordinating and co-co-
ordinating countries cover are 
green transformation, sustain-
able development, low-carbon de-
velopments, waste management, 
carbon markets, natural disasters, 
and circular economy.
Recent history has shown that 
Asia is exposed to various climat-
ic events and natural disasters. 
CICA member states were affect-
ed by sweltering weather condi-
tions, drought, floods in 2022, as 
well as earthquakes in early 2023. 
For example, Pakistan has had a 

challenging year because of floods. Ac-
cording to the World Bank, at least 7 
million people were displaced and over 
1,700 people died as a result of this di-
saster. The cost of floods in Pakistan is 
around $30 billion.
Moreover, the World Health Organiza-
tion reports that over 7.1 million Ban-
gladeshis were displaced by climate 

Kazakhstan’s 
emerging solar 

industry is already 
helping its transition 
to a green economy 
with country’s goal 
set to reach carbon 
neutrality by 2060.

conSequential

by dr. ugur turan

The CICA Member 
States, which are 
seriously exposed 
to environmental 
problems, are taking 
different measures to 
ensure their sustainable 
development and 
environmental 
protection.

change in 2022. China, India, Thailand, 
and the Middle East also had difficul-
ties due to climate change in 2022. Re-
cently, the world has experienced a 
devastating sequence of earthquakes in 
Türkiye. After the economic impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the economic 
damage of the climate crisis and natural 
disasters has been taken into account, 
and the question of how fragile countries 
are for the future has come to the fore.
CICA covers a broad geography, there-
fore observing various environmental 
characteristics. Member states are tak-
ing multiple actions to ensure sustain-
able development and environmental 
protection. The major environmental 
problems in Asia include desertifica-
tion, climate change, lack of water re-
sources, deforestation, earthquakes, 
and forest fires. Indeed, there are en-
vironmentally vulnerable CICA coun-
tries. Among the most vulnerable 
member states, according to the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s Vulnerability 
index score of the Notre Dame Glob-
al Adaptation Initiative, are Afghan-
istan in the 168th and Bangladesh in 
the 154th place. Pakistan ranks 147th, 
while Cambodia is in the 133rd place, 

and India ranks 132nd. The index eval-
uates a nation’s vulnerability, sensi-
tivity, and capacity for climate change 
adaptation. There are 177 nations on 
the scale, and those with high rank-
ings, close to zero, have great climate 

change resilience. Highest-ranking 
CICA member states include Israel in 
the 14th place, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and 
Türkiye sharing the 28th place followed 
by Kazakhstan in the 33rd place, the 
UAE in the 40th, and Qatar in the 44th.
The negative economic impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic has brought coun-
tries closer to producing new solutions. 
Although developed and developing 
countries have different agendas, gov-
ernments are shifting their econom-
ic targets to efficient systems aligned 
with sustainable development goals. 
Green transformation is one of the 
most prominent examples of this. 
Countries that aim to decarbonize their 
economies are investing more in green 
technology, fields such as carbon cap-
ture, mitigation and adaptation, circu-
lar economy, and water management. 
Along with diversifying energy sourc-
es, it is one of the essential steps in en-
ergy security.
United Nations’climate change confer-
ences are significant to raise aware-
ness and act together against extreme 
environmental events the world has 
been facing in recent years. For exam-
ple, Egypt, a CICA member state, host-

ed COP27 in 2022. Among the results 
drawn here were that nations decid-
ed for the first time to set up funds to 
pay developing countries for “loss and 
damage” caused by climate-related di-
sasters. Moreover, it was important 

CICA Secretary General
Ambassador Kairat Sarybay.

that China and the USA, the countries 
with the highest carbon emissions, de-
cided to engage in climate diploma-
cy at COP27. Furthermore, COP28 will 
take place in the United Arab Emirates, 
another CICA member state. From this 
point of view, it is a fact that the envi-
ronmental theme becomes increasing-
ly relevant in Asia.
The initiative of Kazakhstan’s Presi-
dent Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to hold a 
high-level conference in 2024 in Astana 
to identify environmental challenges 
among the CICA members was one of 
the major outcomes of the sixth CICA 
summit. Thanks to this meeting, the 
CICA region and the entire world will 
benefit from the potential establish-
ment of the CICA Council for Environ-
mental Cooperation. 
Indeed, it will be in the interest of the 
CICA member states to hold the 2024 
High-level Environmental Conference, 
where best practices can be shared 
among the CICA countries and a sus-
tainable mutual dialogue is likely to be 
ensured. As a result, the CICA environ-
mental dimension is expected to prog-
ress rapidly among other CBMs.
The 2024 high-level environmental 

conference is at the forefront of 
priority initiatives for the CICA 
Kazakh chairmanship. Kazakh-
stan’s goal of being carbon neu-
tral by 2060 sets an example for 
other countries in the region. 
According to the CICA Secretary 
General Kairat Sarybay, the CICA 
member states are extensively 
introducing green technologies, 
pursuing the ambitious goal of 
achieving carbon neutrality. In 
addition, within the scope of the 
preparations for the conference 
on environment, the member 
states agree to arrange a series 
of expert meetings of the coun-
tries to develop goals and objec-
tives for the conference.
There is no doubt that CICA is 
an evolving international orga-
nization, and its environmental 
dimension is developing its ca-
pabilities. With the dialogue and 
support of member states, the 

interest in environmental top-
ics is increasing gradually in line 

with the region’s sustainable develop-
ment goals. (The author is an expert
on the environmental dimension and
have experience of working in China and 
Türkiye as a researcher on international 
organizations’ projects)

While the cause of the February 6 earthquake in Türkiye and Syria is currently unknown, there is growing 
scientific evidence that climate change is increasing the such calamities.
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infrastructure is critical for accelerating economic 
growth, creating new jobs, and providing access to criti-
cal services to millions of people across Central Asia. But 
finding the money to support these essential projects can 
be difficult, especially given today’s chal-
lenging global headwinds and the strain 
the pandemic put on public resources.
Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can 
help address this funding gap by en-
abling governments to leverage private 
sector expertise, raise private capital, 
and optimize scarce public funds.
More and more governments around the 
world are now using PPPs - along with 
traditional public procurement - to help deliver the in-
frastructure and services their citizens need and adapt 
to climate change. Central Asian countries are no excep-
tion, with many governments in the region now integrat-
ing PPPs into their development strategies.

Take Uzbekistan, where the government’s energy sec-
tor reforms paved the way for several groundbreaking 
renewable energy PPPs that are boosting the country’s 
electricity generation capacity and reducing its depen-
dence on natural gas. For example, the Nur Navoi Solar 
project developed under the World Bank Group’s Scaling 
Solar Program, the country’s first competitively tendered 
PPP, has the capacity to power 31,000 households and 
offset nearly 150,000 tons of carbon emissions.
Kazakhstan has also been implementing PPPs to meet its 
needs for better roads, railways, airports, and power and 
gas distribution networks. According to the Kazakhstan 
Center for PPPs, more than 1,000 PPP agreements and 
concessions with a total value of 2.2 trillion tenge have 
been concluded in the country, mostly in education, 
healthcare, energy, transport, and municipal utilities. Big 
Almaty Ring Road was the largest infrastructure project 

in Kazakhstan outside the oil and gas 
sector, and the first infrastructure PPP 
of its magnitude in Central Asia, when 
it reached financial close in 2020. The 
project will reduce traffic congestion 
and pollution in the Almaty city area 
and increase road safety, benefiting res-
idents, commuters, and the economy.
In Kyrgyzstan, the Ministry of Health 
signed the country’s first PPP in 2017, a 
groundbreaking agreement to finance, 
build, equip, and operate four dialysis 
centers covering three-quarters of the 
country’s population. The project was 
the first PPP in the region’s healthcare 
sector. This paved the way for a pipe-
line of PPP projects with more than $1 
billion in potential private investments, 
according to the Kyrgyz PPP Center. 
This includes a competitive tender for 
a qualified airport operator to man-
age the Manas International Airport in 
Bishkek, which IFC is assisting the gov-
ernment with. With a strong commit-
ment from the government.
Tajikistan, meanwhile, was the first 
Central Asian country to use PPPs to 
finance infrastructure development, 
including the Pamir Private Power 
project. Several more PPPs are cur-
rently being developed, including a 200 
MW solar PV plant in the Sughd region 
to help diversify its energy mix and re-
duce its reliance on imported fuel.
But while these achievements are to be 
lauded and PPPs can provide clear ad-
vantages for governments, much more 
could be done to unlock the private 
sector’s capital and expertise to meet 
the region’s vast infrastructure needs. 
The increasing number of competitive-
ly tendered PPPs are turning Central 
Asia into an important destination for 
international investors. (The author is 
International Finance Corporation’s se-
nior manager for Central Asia) 

With 300,000 solar 
panels, the Nur 

Navoi solar park is 
powering 31,000 
homes with clean 
energy and at the 

same time the 
project is a torch 
for Uzbekistan’s 

economic 
liberalization and 

public-private 
partnerships.

tranSformation

Public-private partnerships 
have potential in Central Asia 
by cassandra colbert

türkiye is almost entirely dependent on imports to 
cover its energy needs, which leaves it vulnerable to ris-
ing costs that skyrocketed following Russia’s military op-
eration in Ukraine. Domestic demand has increased 
since the pandemic. Türkiye imports gas mainly from 
Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia as well as liquified natural 
gas (LNG) from Qatar, the USA, Nigeria, and Algeria.
In November 2022, Iran increased its natural gas supply 
to Türkiye by 7.68 percent compared to the same peri-
od in 2021, bringing the overall amount to 857.13 million 
cubic meters and becoming the first biggest gas suppli-
er. Azerbaijan has become the second biggest natural gas 
supplier of Türkiye and increased gas export to Türkiye 
by 23.45 percent amounting to 749.9 million cubic meters 
in November 2022. Russia is in third place with 746.16 
million cubic meters. The country’s gas supply to Türkiye 
decreased by 53.87% compared to November 2021.

Meanwhile, Türkiye is set to start pumping the natural 
gas it discovered in the Black Sea into the national grid 
by the end of March 2023. It has gradually discovered 
about 710 bcm of natural gas since August 2020, which is 
estimated to have a market value of $1 trillion. The cur-
rent reserve is sufficient to meet Türkiye’s demand for 30 
years; however, as the nation’s hydrocarbon explorations 
increase, this number may rise. About 10 million cubic 
meters (mcm) of gas per day is expected to be transferred 
in the initial phase, while the infrastructure has been set 
up to enable this figure to peak at 40 mcm through 2026.
Türkiye’s annual gas consumption rose from 48 bcm in 2020 
to a record 60 bcm in 2021. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
said it was expected to stand at around 53.5 bcm in 2022.
Earlier estimates had put the figure at up to 63 bcm, but 
the power generated from renewable resources this year 
drove the gas consumption downward.
According to sources, Türkiye’s third floating liquefied 
natural gas storage and regasification unit (FSRU) is pro-
jected to arrive in Türkiye in February 2023 and that the 

ship has taken its first cargo and start-
ed sailing. The ship will serve at the 
Saros FSRU terminal, which will also 
give the country the flexibility to car-
ry out LNG transport, especially during 
the summer season when the demand 
to pump gas into the system is low. 
With the Saros FSRU, Türkiye will add 
a new entry point to the Thrace region, 
where consumption is high. More im-
portantly, the country will become a 
more active player in the regional gas 
trade, especially in the Balkans, in line 
with their gas hub target.
In this context, the first step has been 
taken with Bulgaria, as the agreement 
includes an annual gas supply of ap-
proximately 1.5 bcm to Bulgaria un-
til 2035, which will be 30 percent of 
the country’s annual gas consump-
tion. Moreover, the agreement will give 
Bulgaria access to Türkiye’s gas net-
work and LNG terminals to help bring 
in supplies. Therefore, in addition to 
Bulgaria, Türkiye is carrying out sim-
ilar processes with North Macedonia, 
Romania, and Moldova.

In October 2022, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin proposed setting up 
a gas hub in Türkiye following ex-
plosions that damaged Russia’s Nord 
Stream gas pipelines under the Baltic 
Sea. Putin suggested developing trans-
shipment and exchange terminals 
for Russian gas, potentially making 
Türkiye a significant center for sales of 
Russian gas to third countries. Erdoğan 
backed the idea and the two countries 
instructed authorities to work on a 
roadmap, which is expected to be an-
nounced soon.
Türkiye has the infrastructure and ex-
perience in gas trade and authorities 
are taking steps for it to be a hub where 
regional benchmark prices are set. 
Turkish target is to bring together sup-
plier and consumer countries and be-
come a gas-trading center where the 
benchmark price of gas is set.

left: Oil tanker 
ships are anchored 

in the Black Sea near 
the Bosporus Strait in 

Istanbul, Türkiye.

right: Türkiye will 
finalize its roadmap 
in a bid to realize its 
long-standing aim 
to operate as a gas 

hub, the Minister of 
Energy and Natural 
Resources of Türkiye, 
Fatih Dönmez, said.

roadmap

Türkiye is all set to become
a gas trading center

“Given Türkiye’s 
unique location 
straddling 
Europe and Asia, 
the country is 
well positioned 
to bridge the gap 
between supplier 
and customer, 
providing much 
to both.”

The increasing 
number of 
competitively tendered 
PPPs are turning 
Central Asia into an 
important destination 
for international 
investors.

One of Kazakhstan’s major public-private partnership 
project, it is designed as a 66 km long ring road through
the Karasay and Talgar regions of the province of Almaty.
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CultureTrade

one must agree that it is always nice to see when a 
product closely associated with the culture of your coun-
try finds fans among the residents of neighboring coun-
tries and abroad. This is what happens to the Turkmen 
carpet – the pride and a symbol of the thousand-year 

history of the people of 
Turkmenistan. The art of 
handmade carpet weav-
ing is preserved to this 
day. Craftswomen from 
Turkmenistan continue 
to weave carpets that are 
distinguished by their 
unique beauty and du-
rability. In December 

2019, the UNESCO included traditional carpet weaving in 
Turkmenistan in the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Mankind. Let’s start with the most 
recent fact – in January 2023, former Irish UFC champi-
on, mixed martial arts fighter Conor McGregor shared a 
picture on his social network page where internet users 
immediately recognized the Turkmen carpet.

In the clip of the song L’amore Eternity (Eternal Love) 
of the Italian duo, rapper Fedez and singer Noemi, a 
Turkmen carpet can be seen. 
In 2014, ex-chief creative di-
rector of the Burberry fashion 
house Christopher Bailey pre-
sented the men’s autumn-win-
ter collection. Accessories 
received special attention at 
the show, namely bags made 
of various carpets, including 
Turkmen ones. A 2005 photo cir-
culated on the internet, where 
Angelina Jolie plays with her 
first adopted son Maddox, also 
shows a Turkmen carpet. But not everyone knows that 
the filming for the June issue of Vanity Fair magazine 

took place not at the Hollywood ac-
tress’ house, but at the Ritz Hotel. By 
the way, the photo shoot was conduct-
ed by American portrait photographer 
Annie Leibovitz, known for her work 
with many world celebrities.  

The American guitar virtuoso Jimi 
Hendrix (1942-1970) had a weakness 
for oriental carpets. In his London 
apartment, where the musician lived 
in the late 60s, there are a lot of textiles 
and carpets, among them the national 
Turkmen carpet. Today, the apartment 
located at 23 Brook Street has been 
turned into a museum in memory of 
the iconic guitarist.

Legendary musician 
Jimi Hendrix’s 
apartment in 

London, now a 
musuem decorated 

with antiques, 
Persian rugs and 

traditional Turkmen 
carpets.

popularity

World loves and likes
carpets of Turkmenistan

Traditionally, the 
carpets reflect aspects 
of Turkmen culture 
and spiritual traditions 
through patterns, 
color harmony and the 
density of the spaces 
between warps.

American actress 
Angelina Jolie 

playing with her 
son Maddox on a 
Turkmen carpet.

Rare pictures of band The Beatles from ‘The 
Mad Day Out’ photoshoot in in Lodnon during 
the summer of 1968 in the midst of recording 

The Beatles’ “The White Album.”

A shot from the 
promo video White 

Christmas (2018) by 
British rock musician 

Eric Clapton.

the baku international sea trade port (Baku Port) 
is one of the main gateways for the transportation of 
goods from East to West and vice versa, and the expan-
sion of its infrastructure will create alternative routes for 
the efficient and fast transportation of cargo. 
The current geopolitical and geo-economic re-
alities have prompted global manufacturers of 
goods and cargo carriers to look for alterna-
tive ways to transport their goods. The cargo 
that previously passed through the territory of 
Russia, Ukraine and some other countries have 
been redirected to corridors passing through 
Azerbaijan, among other things. It is expected 
that in the coming years, shippers will only in-
crease the flow of goods on these corridors.
It should be noted that in 2022, over 6.3 million tons of 
cargo were transshipped through the Baku port, which is 
14 percent more than in 2021. During the reporting pe-
riod, 52,276 TEU containers were handled, which is 16 
percent more than in 2021. Transshipment of wheeled 
vehicles (TIR) grew by 31 percent to over 51,514 trucks, 
while passenger vehicle transshipment tripled.

In addition, in 2022, for the first time in the last three 
years, an increase in the transshipment of railcars was 
noted. It amounted to 27 percent - up to 38,692 wagons.
It is worth emphasizing that about 90 percent of the car-
go transshipped by the Baku port is transit as the post is 
an active participant in the Trans-Caspian International 
Transport Route, and is also logistically connected to the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway.
For the sustainable provision of timely cargo transship-
ment, the Baku port plans to expand its current capaci-
ties, as well as infrastructure capabilities. Today, work is 
already underway on the construction of a terminal for 
transshipment of mineral fertilizers. The transshipment 
capacity of the new terminal will amount to 2.5 million 
tons per year. Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 

are important exporters of mineral fer-
tilizers, having a large production po-
tential (about 10 million tons per year), 
in connection with which Azerbaijan 
has already reached preliminary agree-
ments to attract these cargoes to its ter-
ritory for further transportation to the 
EU countries. Besides, to expand the 
port’s capacity for transshipment of 
bulk cargo, a grain terminal is expect-
ed to be built in the short term.

In the medium and long term, as part 
of the second phase of the construc-
tion of the Baku port, the prepara-
tion of the master plan is planned to 
be completed by mid-2023; the con-
struction of a large container termi-
nal is expected, which will increase 
the throughput from 100,000 to 500,000 
TEU containers. It is also not excluded 
that a terminal for loading and unload-
ing and further transportation of block 
trains will be built as part of the sec-
ond phase. In addition, a multimodal 
logistics terminal will be built, which 
will be able to perform operations for 
the replacement of transport, packag-
ing and unpacking of goods; moreover, 
a number of other logistics operations 
will lead to the creation of added value. 
Azerbaijan continues to invest in trans-
port infrastructure, in particular roads 
and railways, and restores the histor-
ical connectivity of the region. The 
transport network being created by 
Azerbaijan is closely connected and 
complementary to other routes and 
corridors that have a significant im-
pact on the development of interna-
tional trade and the creation of a new 
supply chain. In this context, the role 
of the Zangazur corridor should also 
be noted, with the launch of which the 
time for transshipment of goods from 
China to Europe will be reduced to two 
weeks, new markets for Azerbaijan will 
open, including transit towards Africa, 
and a reduction in the cost of trans-
porting goods is expected.

The flow of goods 
through Baku Port, 
particularly energy, 
from Central Asia to 
Europe has become a 
vital issue since the 
Ukraine situation 
commenced, with 
Europe looking for 
alternative routes.

routeS

Baku port, a transport link 
between East and West

The master plan
for the second phase 
of the Port of Baku is 
being prepared by the 
Dutch Royal Haskoning 
DHV company. It is 
expected to be ready 
by mid-2023.

The Port of Baku is located in Alat at the 
intersection of two major transportation 
corridors, East-West and North-South.
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widely known as Hazrate Amir Jon in Central Asia and 
Shah-e-Hamadan in Indian sub-continent, Mir Syed Ali 
Hamadani was an illustrious Sufi, a mystic, a revolution-
ary, a visionary and above all an eminent humanist; who 
till his last breath remained a flag bearer of the uncon-
ditional love, benevolence, tolerance, accommodation 
and freedom of speech. The available data on his ear-
ly life establishes the fact that he was born in Hamadan, 
Iran in a distinguished family of highest nobility to Sayed 
Shahab-ud-din and Say’yida Fatima on October 22, 1314; 
both having lineage with Prophet Mohammad’s (s.a.w.w) 
family. As revealed by Noor-ud-din Jaffar Badakhshi in 
Khulasatul Manaqib, the Amir was by birth a genius and 
a prolific learner, so much so that he memorized Qur’an 
and guzzled all the necessary religious sciences at the 
very tender age of twelve under the guidance of his ma-
ternal uncle, Syed Ala-ud-din who was also a distin-
guished scholar and Sufi. 

His spiritual and mystical journey continued under the 
patronage of established mystics and Sufis like Sheikh 
Mehmood Muzdkani, Sheikh Taqi-ud-din Ali Doosti 
Simnani, Sheikh Najm-ud-din Mohammad, Qutb-ud-din 
Yehya Neeshapuri and others. The Amir under their self-
less guidance got spiritually metamorphosed to the ex-
tent that very few among the Sufis could be distinguished 
as having been attained the highest realms of mystical 
experience during their spiritual journey. This is why 
the Amir has comprehended the real message of Sufism 
that suggests the equality of mankind, oneness of pur-
pose, no distinction on the pretext of caste, creed or col-
or and the religion, region or the race. Though he was 

associated with Kubrawiyah Mystic 
School (Silsilah) but was always open 
to ideas and experiences from differ-
ent shades of opinion. His compre-
hension of these humanistic traits 
fostered strong during his extensive 

journeys and voyages that 
many sources like Lata’iful 
Ashrafi, Aneesul Salikeen and 
Saheefatul Awliyah provide 
ample evidence how Amir 
by way of achieving the spir-
itual elevation and authori-
ty, could cross over different 
parts of globe in shortest 
span of time (Tai-ul-Arz). In 
these journeys, he not only 
had illuminated interactions 
with thousands of learned 
Sufis and saints but always 
prioritized to have first-
hand experience and un-
derstanding of the agonies 
and anguishes of the suffer-
ing humanity. He used to sit 
with the common masses; 
listen to their distresses; so-
lace them and address their 
needs. Therefore, contrary 
to the conventional Sufi way 
of life, preferring seclusion 

and solitude, away from the hustle and 
bustle of the masses, the Amir instead 
preferred to live with the people. 
His aura of influence is witnessed all 
across Iran, Central Asia and in the 
entire sub-continent; particularly in 
Kashmir. The authentic historical re-
cords reveal that amidst Timur’s wave 
of destruction and plunder all across 
Central Asia and Iran, Amir Jon, visit-
ed Kashmir three times. First, during 
the reign of Sultan Shahab-ud-din in 
774/1372 to have a feel of the overall 

Spirituality

Time to revisit the legacy 
of Shah-e-Hamadan (r.a.)
by dr. abid gulzar

Mir Syed Ali Hamadani portrait on the ten Somoni bank note.

The mausoleum 
is the burial place 

of Mir Syed Ali 
Hamadani, famous 
Tajik Sufi scholar. 

The mausoleum has 
been renovated by 
the government of 
Tajikistan and as 

a result looks like a 
brand new building.

socio-economic and cultural milieu of 
the region. Before his arrival, this in-
tellectually fertile land where Naga, 
Buddhist and Shavite scholars had 
made tremendous contributions to 
their respective philosophies and way 
of life through the centuries; was en-
gulfed into the murky waters of men-
tal and material corruption of both the 
ruling elite and the people who would 
exercise authority in the matters of 
faith. This suffocating environment 
had pushed the already caste ridden 
stratified society into sheer poverty, 
dejection and distress almost for two 
centuries before the arrival of Amir. 
The second arrival of Amir in 781/1379 
was therefore a serious and well or-
ganized socio-economic and religious 
voyage towards the people of Kashmir 
to end their tumultuous state of affairs. 
The records suggest that the Amir ar-
rived with 700 scholars, mystics and ar-
tisans of varied skills and crafts. 
With the patronage of then Muslim 
ruler, Sultan Qutub-ud-din, Shah 
Hamadan was successful to propagate 
the tenants of Islamic faith all across 
the valley for the new faith witnessed 
a mass acceptance in view of its teach-
ings of equality, patience and toler-
ance. Alongside that, the craftsmen 
taught the new skills and arts to com-
mon masses that within a span of few 
years, it resulted into real economic 
transformation of the region. During 

his two and a half years of stay, the 
Amir, continued the spiritual guidance 
of his disciples but never forgot advis-
ing rulers for piety, patience and jus-
tice with respect to his subjects. The 
treatise, Zakheeratul Malook, he penned 
down for the king is a guide book as 
how to follow the commandments 
of God vis-a-vis serving his people. 

Wherein, he emphasizes that the ruler 
should regard himself not the master 
but as one of the governed and issue 
such orders that he would expect from 
a benevolent ruler if he was a subject 
himself. He should promote justice and 
treat week and marginalized with sym-
pathy. There are many such fascinating 
pearls of wisdom in the treatise. If seen 
in context of time and space, it could 
be asserted that the treatise is a well-in-

tentioned document de-
picting the same spirit 
embedded in the letter 
of Hazrat Ali (a.s) writ-
ten to Malik Ashtar, the 
then governor of Egypt; 
enlightening the princi-
pals of good governance. 
Hazrate Amir Jon visit-
ed Kashmir third time in 
785/1384 but left shortly 
due to ill health; stayed 
at Pakhli for ten days at 
the request of the ruler, 
Sultan Muhammad. But 
left for heavenly abode 
on 25 Jamadul Awwal 
(January 14) 786 / 1385 at 

the age of 73 at Konar in the vicinity of 
Pakhli. His body was carried to Khatlan 
Shareef in Tajikistan and was buried 
there on July 14 1385. 
Amir’s matchless scholarly contri-
bution is with us in the form of trea-
tises deliberated on varied issues 
related to spirituality, gnostic jour-
ney (Sair-o-Salook) and the stages of 

Entrance to the Mir Syed Ali Hamadani complex.

mystic experiences. But the fundamen-
tal emphasis laid in all his works like 
Minhajul Aarifeen, Risala-e-Dah Qaidah, 
Risala-e-Talqeeniah, Risala-e-Zikriyah, 
Risala-e-Akhlaqiyah, Risala-e-Zikriyah, 
Risala-e-HalliMushkil, Risala-e-
Mochlakah, Risala-e-Mir’attut’Taibeen, 
Risala-e-Nafsiyah, Risala-e-Hal’lul 
Fasool, Mawad’datul Qurba, Maktoobaat-
e-Ameer and scores of his other trea-
sures is the duty of man to be honest 
and just to himself and with his fel-
low beings. He ought to be always in 
the state of absolute surrender be-
fore his creator. This only, is the path 
to achieve lasting salvation (Sa’aadat-e-
Ab’badi) and become the perfect man 
(Insaan-e-Kamil).
Today, in this world of shifting values; 
intolerance and impatience, hate and 
hegemony, injustice and inequality, 
terrorism and tragedy, it is high time to 
revisit the legacy of Hazrate Amir Jan, 
Mir Syed Ali Hamadani, who, as lime 
lighted above, calls the man to become 
human by discovering his own self. 
Live with tolerance and love alongside 
different shades of opinion. True, the 
great men are humanity’s legacy but 
the leaders, academics and mystic lov-
ers of India, Tajikistan and Iran are 
much more indebted to shoulder the 
mission of enlightening the world by 
the humanistic teachings of Amir Jon 
for they own him equally than others. 
(The author is Associate Professor, Center 
of Central Asian Studies, University of 
Kashmir)

President Emomali Rahmon visit and offers prayers at the Mir Syed Ali Hamadani mausoleum 
during his working visit to Kulob region of Tajikistan.
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The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI), the coun-
try’s apex business chamber, 
announced the appointment 
of Shailesh Pathak as Secre-
tary General March 1 2023.In 
a career spanning 37 years, 
he has spent time in gov-
ernment as an IAS officer as 
well as helmed large com-
panies in the private sec-
tor. A law bachelor and a 
diploma holder in ornithol-
ogy, Pathak has an MBA de-
gree from Indian Institute 
of Management, Calcutta. 
He has over 40 publications 
on infrastructure, cities, fi-
nance and public policy.

reSultS

Foreign investment 
in Uzbekistan during 
2017-2022
the institute of forecasting and 
macroeconomic research analyzed 
the results of measures taken in 2017-2022 
in order to attract foreign investment to 
Uzbekistan and released their conclusion 
on February 6 2023. Followings are the re-
sults of their findings:

In the past few years, Uzbekistan has pur-
sued a policy of openness, removing var-
ious barriers to business and investment. 
Today, the country closely cooperates with 
such major international financial institu-
tions and organizations as the World Bank, 
the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic 

Development Bank, the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.
As a result of an active foreign policy, the 
geography of countries inverting into the 
economy of Uzbekistan is expanding. By 
2022, the number of stable investing coun-
tries-investors has grown to 50, the lead-
ing positions among which are occupied 
by Russia, China, Türkiye, Germany and 
South Korea.
By the end of 2022, the volume of inflow 
of foreign investments and loans into the 

country increased to $9.8 bil-
lion compared to $3.3 bil-
lion in 2017. As a result, the 
share of foreign investments 
and loans in the total volume 
of investments in the econo-
my increased from 23.8% to 
40.5%.The number of enter-
prises and organizations with 
foreign investment is also in-
creasing every year: if in 2017 
there were 5.5 thousand en-
terprises with foreign capital, 
by 2022 their number reached 
15.8 thousand, of which 6.4 
thousand are joint enterprises, 
and 9.3 thousand - completely 
foreign. Of the total number of 

enterprises with foreign investment, 30.5% 
operate in trade, 27.5% in industry, 8.0% in 
construction, 4.8% in agriculture, 4.1% in 
housing and public catering, 2.9% - in the 
field of transportation and storage, 4.8% - 
in the field of information and communi-
cations, 17.4% - in other industries.

appointment

New Secretary 
General of FICCI

Staff members work at a chemical complex built by Chinese 
companies in Navoi region, Uzbekistan

commodity

Saffron export of Iran
According to the latest sta-
tistics released by the Iran 

Customs Administration 
February 11 2023, a total 

of 178 tons of saffron worth 
$172.75 million were export-
ed from Iran to 59 countries 
in the first 10 months of the 
current Iranian year (March 

21, 2022 - January 20 2023). 
The UAE with 54 tons worth 

$61.73 million of imports was 
the biggest destination for 

Iranian saffron during the pe-
riod, Financial Tribune report-
ed. It was followed by Spain 
with 35 tons worth $38 mil-
lion and China with 28 tons 
worth $32 million. Iran pro-

duces over 90% of all saffron 
produced in the world, 80% of 

which are exported. However, 
the share of Iran in the glob-
al trade of saffron is dispro-
portionately low, as many 

customers of the Iranian 
spice buy it in bulk and re-ex-
port after packaging it to third 

countries.

the volume of freight 
traffic in Kazakhstan along 
the Trans-Caspian Inter-
national Transport Route 
(TITR) increased by 2.5 
times and reached 1.5 mil-
lion tons in 2022, according 
to the Kazakhstan’s national 
railways company. The TITR 
international association 
met on February 8 in Almaty 
to address the cargo flows, 
the development of contain-
er traffic, and the results 
of the association’s work in 
2022. The export of Kazakh-
stan’s goods increased by 6.5 
times compared to 2021 and 
reached 891,000 tons. Some 
33,600 twenty-foot equiva-
lent unit (TEUs) containers 
were transported in 2022; 33 
percent more than in 2021.

report

Trans-Caspian 
route sees
double growth

28 business central asia    March  2023

enchanting

Magic, mystical
Chor-Chinor garden 
near samarkand
there are magic, even mystical, places 
around the world surrounded by ancient 
legends and stories. Moreover, they are 
surrounded by facts, and the modern sci-
ence is still trying to find explanation to it.

One of these places is a sycamore garden 
Chor-Chinor, located in a small ancient city 
of Urgut, only 50 km to the south-east of Sa-
markand, Uzbekistan. The place outstands 
with unusual sycamores, the age of the old-
est one is more than 1160 years, and the 
youngest one is 600 years old. It is to men-
tion a giant tree, a real titan, 16 meters in 
girth. The most interesting is inside the tree 
hollow; the carved door reveals a hidden 
room with minimalistic collection of fur-
niture. Nevertheless, the sycamore is alive 
and continues to grow. Once there was a Sufi 
school inside the tree, and served as a haunt-
ing place for few generations of the dervish.
Entering the garden, you will find yourself 
in a magic world with unique aura, as if in 

another dimension. The first you will feel 
is tranquility that gifts the atmosphere of 
this holy place. Many people from across 
Central Asia pay a visit to this place seek-
ing penance and healing. People come 
here with their problems searching for 
peace and wisdom. Moreover, visitors be-
long to different religions and social status.
There is a brook starting from an unusual 
spring with a small pond. It is unusual be-
cause the spring comes from the middle of 

the stone similar to millstone. Here is 
the mystic that has been mentioned 
earlier. A group of geologists decid-
ed to study the underground waters of 
this place. For these purposes, it was 
agreed to extract a clod, and it turned 
out in the morning that the spring has 
ended, and the pond dried out over 
the night. This phenomenon is be-
yond scientific explanation.
There are different legends related to 
the Chor-Chinor garden; one of them 
says that the founder of the garden is 
a mighty batir (hero) who had stolen 
magic stone from evil spirits and built 

it on this very spot. As soon as he placed 
the cobble stone, the spring waters came 
out. The hero decided to plant four cut-
tings of sycamore that were brought to him 
by four beautiful birds. These sycamore 
trees outlived the centuries, and turned 
into a wonderful grove.
In the beginning of the 20th century a 
mosque was erected on the territory of the 
park. Initially, the building was conceived 
and served as madrassah, educational in-
stitution. Today visitors enjoy exquisite 
walls of the building adorned with a grand 
dome. The mosque attracts attention with 
the fact that it stands not on the ground, 
but on a little slope, still having ideal pro-
portions and without any inaccuracies.

The ancient garden Chor-Chinor “four plane tree” in Urgut.

Stream

Watch Russian 
movies and TV 
shows for free!
Below is the most recent list 
of sources for contemporary 

and classic Russian and Sovi-
et movies with English subtitles 

and others, as well.
Russian Film Hub: This website 
has many Soviet-era and mod-

ern Russian movies in good 
quality and with English sub-
titles. The website positions 

itself as “definitive encyclope-
dia of Russian and Soviet cine-
ma.” It also has a useful option 

to sort content by decades. 
“amazing russian” youTube 

channel. The “Russian movies 
with English subtitles” playlist 
on this channel offers about 

20 Soviet and Russian movies 
with English subtitles. Epic Me-

dia: Epic Media is one of the 
production companies in Rus-
sia that produce and distrib-

ute TV shows. The company’s 
youTube channel has a decent 
library of contemporary Rus-

sian shows with English subti-
tles. Star Media: Star Media is 
yet another Russian production 

company that shares its con-
tent on youTube. Mosfilm: one 
of the largest and oldest stu-

dios in Russia has a lot of con-
tent available on its website, 
including classic Soviet and 

contemporary Russian movies. 
The company’s youTube chan-

nel is also worth a glance.
All the soviet movies on RVI-
SION. This youTube channel 

has multiple movies of the ear-
ly Soviet era, mostly from the 
1920s and 1930s. Cartoons: 
Some Russian cartoons have 
gained considerable populari-

ty outside of the country. There 
are multiple youTube channels 
that show Russian cartoons, 
some have English subtitles, 
such as, Gem Mountain, Rus-
sian cartoons and The Three 

Heroes. russia beyond

The Russian film “Challenge,” filmed 
in space with yulia Peresild in the title 
role, will be released on April 12, 2023, 
writes Gazeta.ru. Peresild and director 
Klim Shipenko went to the ISS on oc-
tober 5, 2021 from the Baikonur Cos-
modrome in Kazakhstan. on the Soyuz 
MS-19 spacecraft, under the guidance 
of cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov, they 
took part in the filming of the first ever 
feature film in space. The film “Chal-
lenge” will become part of a scientif-
ic and educational project, within the 
framework of which it is planned to shoot 
a series of documentaries about enter-
prises in the rocket and space industry.

diligence

The space game

The 37-year-old Russian actress Julia Peresild arrived on the 
International Space Station ISS on October 5, 2021 to shoot a 

feature film there with the director Klim Schipenko. 

Entertainment

Movie “Andrei Rublev,” 1966.
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autumn is beautiful in 
any city and in any region, 
but what could be more 
beautiful than bright scarlet 
trees above the mirror sur-
face of the lake? If you are 
looking for just such land-
scapes for your photos, visit 
Lake Sukko near Anapa.
The height of cypresses 
reaches 30 meters. These 
trees are famous for their es-
sential oils, which help with 
respiratory diseases. In the 
1930s, the people decided to 
plant cypresses in an arti-
ficially created reservoir in 
the Kuban. The tree needs 
a special climate, and, as a 
rule, it does not take root 
anywhere except in North 
America. But they settled 
down in the Kuban!
The tree is very resistant to 
water and decay processes. 

Every year the lake becomes 
shallower, and you can walk 
to the cherished cypresses 
right on the water. They ac-
quire their famous bright 
red color around mid-Octo-
ber, just in time for the end 
of the velvet season. There-
fore, if your vacation at sea 
takes place in the fall, we 
recommend that you do not 
focus solely on a beach holi-
day (especially since it is al-
ready cool there) and be sure 
to visit this place.

People come to the lake for walks 
on beach and to take boat rides on 
the lake. Though, sailing between 

the trees is prohibited.
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On the Sidelines

индийский нацио-
нальный парк, осно-
ванный в 1982 году. Он 
расположен в Чамоли в 
штате Уттаракханд и из-
вестен своими лугами с 
эндемичными альпий-
скими цветами и разно-
образием флоры. В этом 
богатом разнообразием 
районе также обитают 
редкие и находящие-
ся под угрозой исчезно-
вения животные, в том 
числе азиатский чер-
ный медведь, снежный 
барс, кабарга, бурый мед-
ведь, рыжая лисица и го-
лубая овца. Среди птиц, 

обитающих в парке, — ги-
малайский фазан-монал 
и другие высокогорные 
птицы. На высоте от 
3352 до 3658 метров над 
уровнем моря нежный 
ландшафт националь-
ного парка «Долина цве-
тов» дополняет суровую 
горную дикую приро-
ду национального парка 
Нанда Деви на востоке. 
Вместе они охватывают 
уникальную переходную 
зону между горными це-
пями Занскара и Великих 
Гималаев. Парк прости-
рается на площади 87,50 
квадратных киломе-
тров, имеет длину око-
ло 8 км и ширину 2 км. 
Парк полностью лежит в 
умеренной альпийской 
зоне. Оба парка входят 
в состав биосферного 

заповедника Нанда Деви 
(223 674 га), который 
дополнительно окру-
жен буферной зоной. 
Национальный парк 
Нанда Деви входит во 
Всемирную сеть биос-
ферных заповедников 
ЮНЕСКО. Парк открыт 
только летом с июня по 
октябрь, так как в осталь-
ное время года он по-
крыт сильным снегом.
Чтобы добраться до 
Долины цветов, нуж-
но пройти около 17 ки-
лометров. Из Дели 
можно сесть на по-
езд до Харидвара, а за-
тем доехать на автобусе 
до Говиндхата через 
Ришикеш. Также мож-
но доехать из Дели до 
Говиндхата, расстояние 
около 500 километров.

назначения

Национальный 
парк «Долина 
цветов»

Society

Women are in 
shortage in China!
a video of a blind dating event in China 
where more than 20 men scrambled with 
each other to meet a woman has high-
lighted the country’s gender imbalance 
and the difficulty men face seeking a re-

lationship. “I am speechless at this ratio 
of 20 men for a woman,” one person said. 
Another person commented: “This is kar-
ma for the previous one-child family plan-
ning policy and the public’s preference for 

boys over girls.” A frequently-used term in 
China, “Leftover women” refers to a feudal 
mentality that a woman’s life is over if not 
married by a certain age, as young as 25 in 
rural areas and 30 in cities.
China has 722 million men and 690 million 
women, a surplus of roughly 32 million 
men to women, much of it concentrat-
ed among those born during the one-child 
policy era from 1980-2015. The problem is 

more pronounced in rural 
areas where the preference 
for boys over girls is more 
deeply ingrained and many 

women leave to work in 
the cities. As a result, bride 
prices have soared over the 
past decade across China. It 
is paid by men’s families to 

brides’ parents as compensation for raising 
daughters who are often seen as non-pro-
ductive and far less desirable than sons 
and to convince the women’s parents to 
support the marriage.

landScapeS

Scarlet cypress 
trees at Sukko 
Lake

Uzbekistan, the 
most welcoming 
in Central Asia
the canadian compa-
ny Arton Capital has an-
nounced the Welcoming 

Countries Rank-2023 rank-
ing of the most welcom-

ing countries in the world. 
The distribution of coun-

tries in the ranking is based 
on how many citizens can 

enter the country without a 
visa (by obtaining a visa on 
arrival or issuing an e-visa). 

Taking the 25th place in the 
rating, Uzbekistan has be-
come the most welcoming 
country among the Central 
Asian countries. Citizens of 
139 countries can visit the 

country without a visa.
In the rating, Tajikistan is 

in the 49th place (the coun-
try is open for visa-free 

visits to citizens of 87 coun-
tries), Kyrgyzstan – the 53rd 
(80 countries), Kazakhstan 
– the 54th (77 countries). 
Russia stands at the 62nd 
place (63 countries). The 

rating was immediately oc-
cupied by 22 countries, 
most of which are locat-
ed on the African conti-
nent (Nigeria, Ethiopia, 

Gabon, Rwanda, Djibouti, 
etc.). Maldives, Cambodia 
and Comoros islands have 
also taken the first place. 
Citizens of 198 countries 

can visit each of these 
countries without a visa.
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tradition

Many who saw the video were horrified by the desperation at the event.

acceSSibility

Kyrgyzstan launches new booking
systems for tourists

five online booking sys-
tems are being launched 
in Kyrgyzstan, according to 
the country’s Tourism De-
velopment Fund. Accord-
ingly, this will help attract 
more tourists and establish 
new business contacts.
Five new online booking 
systems: Bronevik, Travel-
Line, Shelter, Ostrovok.ru, 
and KontrOtel will allow lo-
cal entrepreneurs to en-
ter the multi-million-dollar 
CIS market and open up 
new opportunities for the 
country’s tourism sector. 
The online booking system 
is built into the hotel web-
site instead of the on-de-
mand booking form. The 

deStination

Valley of Flowers
in uttarakhand
valley of flowers national park is 
an Indian national park which was estab-
lished in 1982. It is located in Chamoli in 
the state of Uttarakhand and is known for 
its meadows of endemic alpine flowers 

and the variety of flora. This richly diverse 
area is also home to rare and endangered 
animals, including the Asiatic black bear, 
snow leopard, musk deer, brown bear, 
red fox and blue sheep. Birds found in the 
park include Himalayan monal pheasant 

and other high-altitude birds.
At 3352 to 3658 meters above sea level, the 
gentle landscape of the Valley of Flowers 
National Park complements the rug-
ged mountain wilderness of Nanda Devi 
National Park to the east. Together, they 
encompass a unique transition zone be-
tween the mountain ranges of the Zanskar 
and Great Himalaya. The park stretch-
es over an expanse of 87.50 square kilo-

meters and it is about 8 
km long and 2 km wide. 
The park lies complete-
ly in the temperate alpine 
zone. Both parks are en-
compassed in the Nanda 
Devi Biosphere Reserve 
(223,674 ha) which is fur-
ther surrounded by a buf-
fer zone. Nanda Devi 
National Park Reserve 
is in the UNESCO World 
Network of Biosphere 
Reserves. The park is 
open only during summer 
from June to October as it 
is covered by heavy snow 
for the rest of the year.
Getting to the Valley of 

Flowers requires a trek of about 17 ki-
lometers. From Delhi, one can take the 
train to Haridwar and then travel by bus 
to Govindghat via Rishikesh. It is also pos-
sible to drive from Delhi to Govindghat, a 
distance of about 500 kilometers.

Today, the Valley of Flowers is famous for the charming meadows of alpine 
flowers, the richness of flora and fauna, and the view of snow-clad peaks.

At the heart of Uzbek culture is its 
wonderful hospitality, in which, 

the guests are respected and 
adoned are revered as devine.

client just needs to choose 
the category of the room, 
the date of arrival and 

departure. These systems 
reflect the availability of 
actual hotel rooms.

New booking system is aimed towards making the process much easier.

LEFT BoTToM PHoTo: CDIC /  VCG

The video of the 
blind date event has 
gone viral and was 
viewed 48 million 
times on Weibo 
alone and attracted 
tens of thousands of 
comments.
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Kyrgyz wrestler takes first 
place in world ranking

Kyrgyzstan’s Akzhol Makhmudov took the first place 
in the world ranking among Greco-Roman wrestlers 

in the weight category up to 77 kilograms, reports the 
United World Wrestling. Akzhol won the World and Asian 
Championships, as well as the Islamic Games. According 

to the results of 2022, he took the second place in the 
world ranking. He was also recognized as the best Greco-

Roman wrestler in Asia last year.

champion

riSing Star

a singing 
star at just 19!
A year ago, few people 
in Kazakhstan had heard 
of singer Ayau, but one 
hit, “sybyrlaiyn,” got peo-
ple talking about her. To 
date, more than 20 thou-
sand short clips (reels) 
have been recorded us-
ing the audio track of the 
song on Instagram alone. 
Ayaulym Kusaiyn, known 
as Ayau, is a 19-year-old 
performer and artist. She 
made her debut in Sep-
tember 2022 with the sin-
gle “sensiz.” But her song 
“sybyrlaiyn,” took first 
place in the Top 100: Ka-
zakhstan Apple Music 
and fourth place in the 
top tracks on Spotify.

The life of a fourth-
year student at the 
Tchaikovsky College in 
Almaty has changed af-
ter the rise in popularity. 
Interestingly, once Ayau 
wanted to give up the idea 
of singing. When she was 
17-18 years old, she tried 
her luck by giving many 
auditions; her hope of be-
ing realized in creativi-
ty was melting away. And 
then she started writing 
her songs herself. She 
says, when she writes the 
lyrics of a song, it doesn’t 
come from an inspira-
tion. The melody first 
comes to mind, and then, 
harmonizing with it, she 
creates the text. In future, 
she wants to glorify Ka-
zakh music to the whole 
world and win a Grammy. 

repreSentation

Tatar for me
is the language 
of love: Guzel 
Khasanova
Guzel Khasanova is a pop-
ular Tatar pop singer of 
Russia. Before participating 
in a music show and achiev-
ing a wave of popularity, she 
lived in Ulyanovsk and was 
brought up in a Tatar family. 
The folk traditions were used 
to be honored in her house, 
which left an imprint on her 
whole life and work. In 2014, 
she participated in the first 
all-Russian festival “Tatar 
Kyzy” in Moscow and became 
“Miss Musicality.” In the be-
ginning of her career, men, 
having learned about her na-
tionality, resented the choice 
of her profession, criticized 
her appearance and started 
the conversation by studying 
her culinary abilities. But she 
loves Tatar language, “Tatar 
is the language of love.

In my childhood, we spoke 
and sang in the Tatar lan-
guage, Tatar music constant-
ly sounded in our house.” 
She further explains, “My 
mother taught me prayers 
before going to bed and often 
cooked national dishes. I am 
sure that there are people 
who are much more success-
ful in honoring folk traditions. 
We just loved our culture, our 
roots, and still love with sin-
cere great love.” About herself, 
she says, “I vividly show my 
feelings on stage, while in life I 
leave a lot exclusively to myself 
and live alone with myself.”

chinese cakes with extra-ordinary
and artistic looks

unique talent

At traditional Chinese mar-
kets, tangren (sugar peo-

ple) are a popular draw, as 
they make cakes for chil-

dren and adults alike. 
Name practically any an-
imal or famous fictional 
character and, with great 
ease, the folk artisans will 
mold maltose syrup into 

a figure that can be easily 

Rauf Hajiyev
A legend of music

celebrating

performing artS

Fidan Hajiyeva 
of Azerbaijan, 
known as 
Carmen
Since 1996 Fidan Hajiyeva, 
popularly known as Carmen, 
has been a leading vocalist 
at the Azerbaijan State opera 
and Ballet Theater, perform-
ing national and classical 
leading opera roles. She be-
came Baku’s youngest per-
former of the title role of 
Carmen in Georges Bizet’s 
Carmen opera. Italians de-
lighted by Fidan’s voice in-
vited her to study in the 
master-class of the Italian 
mezzo-soprano Bernadette 
Manca di Nissa at the 
Academy of Chigiana, where 
she won first prize in the final 
international competition.

Fidan released her first al-
bum Jealously and Love in 
2003, singing national and 
international songs in seven 
languages. In 2006 she was 
awarded the title of “Honored 
Artist of Azerbaijan” and in 
2015 she was awarded the 
title of “People’s Artist of 
Azerbaijan.” Fidan Hajiyeva 
was born in Baku, Azerbaijan 
in 1976. In 1984 she en-
tered the fortepiano class of 
the Bulbul Secondary Music 
School. After graduating 
school in 1994 she entered 
the faculty vocal of the Baku 
Music Academy, becoming a 
student of Professor Huseyn 
Aliyev. In 1998 she received 
master classes for vocal 
art from the world-famous 
People’s Artist of Russian 
Federation Irina Arkhipova.

Russian woman crowned 
Mrs. Universe 2022

Elena Maximova, 34, from the 
Russian republic of Udmur-
tia has won the title of Mrs. 
Universe 2022. The contest 
was held in the Bulgarian cap-
ital of Sophia from January 
30 to February 5, the final of 
which was held on February 4 
2023.Elena Maksimova runs 
a network of language centers 
in Izhevsk. She has two chil-
dren, loves to travel and has al-
ready been to 34 countries. 
This is the first time in the his-
tory of the contest, which has 
been held since 2007, when 
a representative of Russia wins. In total 120 women from China, 
Thailand, the Philippines, Japan, India, Belarus, Ukraine, Germany, 
Spain, the USA and other countries took part in the beauty pageant.

pageantry
The prominent composer and People’s Art-
ist of the USSR Rauf Hajiyev (1922-1995), 
Rauf Hajiyev, is the author of nearly 100 
songs like My Azerbaijan, Spring is coming, 
Baku, Leyla, around 20 symphonic and clas-
sical compositions, six ballets, and nine 
operettas as well as soundtracks for twen-
ty movies. His lyrical songs in a patriotic 

held and eaten off a stick. 
With deft handiwork, ven-

dors seem to bring the mol-
ten bronze liquid to life, as 
they shape it into a mouth-

watering piece of art. In 
the past five years, how-

ever, pâtissier Zhou Yi has 
been taking the concept to 
the next level, combining 

fondant cake-making skills 
with Chinese dough-sculpt-

ing techniques to create 

elaborate edible figurines 
of the country’s historical 
like empress Wu Zetian of 
the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
and poet Tang Wan of the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279) 

or mythical characters like 
a flying apsara (a fairy, or 
feitian in Chinese) with a 
mythological beast that is 

half fish and half bird.

spirit, combining national motives and 
modern style, entered the repertoire of fa-
mous performers and played an important 
role in the development of the song genre. 
Caucasus Niece (1969), the world-famous 
Rauf Hajiyev’s operetta, is characterized by 
its superb music, interesting storyline, and 
subtle humor. The operetta has become a 
treasure in the golden fund of the Soviet clas-
sics. For over 50 years, theater-goers from 
Russia, Belarus, Latvia, and other countries 
have been able to enjoy this work of art.
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UzBeKIsTAN FACIlITATes 
CONDITIONs FOR 
INVesTORs
A favorable environment for investors 
has been created in Uzbekistan, there 
is an effective system for protecting 
the rights of investors, said the Minis-
ter of Investments and Foreign Trade 
of Uzbekistan, Jamshid Khodzhaev, 
centralasianlight.org reported. Since 
2017, the volume of foreign direct in-
vestment in Uzbekistan has increased 
by 2.5 times and amounted to $8.6 bil-
lion. Import duties on almost 8,000 
types of goods have decreased; 70 
types of business licenses and 34 dif-
ferent types of permits have been can-
celled. The procedure for registering 
new business entities has been simpli-
fied. Land plots are provided through 
online auctions. In general, work will 
be actively continued to improve the 
legal framework to create a favorable 
investment environment, Khodjaev said.

TURKMeNIsTAN 
INCReAses expORT
OF eleCTRICITy
Turkmenistan increased electricity 
production by 11 percent year-on-year 
in 2022, according to the Electricity 
Market Report 2023 of the Internation-
al Energy Agency (IEA); in comparison 
with 2021, Turkmenistan increased 
electricity exports to foreign countries 
by 30 percent over the past year. It was 
noted that such a significant increase 
in exports was due to an increase in 

production at a large complex of gas-
fired power plants in the Mary region 
in the southeast of the country. Turk-
menistan began exporting electrici-
ty to Kyrgyzstan in August 2021, while 
increasing these supplies to 1.7 TWh 
in the first half of 2022. Turkmeni-
stan and Uzbekistan have agreed to in-
crease electricity supplies to 4 TWh 
per year in October 2022, which could 
increase the security of electricity sup-
ply in Uzbekistan, the report said.

IRAN’s TRADe WITh 
TURKMeNIsTAN
The value of Iran’s trade with Turk-
menistan (excluding crude oil ex-
ports) in the first ten months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-January 20) increased by 32.64 per-
cent compared to the same period of 
last year, the Financial Tribune report-
ed on February 21 2023 with reference 
to the Iran Customs Administration. 

During the period, Turkmenistan and 
Iran traded 1.1 million tons of prod-
ucts worth $389.65 million. Iran’s 
total trade turnover period with Cas-
pian Sea littoral states in the first ten 
months reached 5.54 million tons 
worth $3.03 billion, a 9.19 percent rise 
in value compared to the similar peri-
od of last year. Russia was Iran’s main 
trading partner among the Caspian 
states during the period with 3.11 mil-
lion tons of products worth $1.79 bil-
lion (down 1.27%). Iran’s exports to the 
Caspian littoral states exceeded $1.67 
billion during the period, registering a 
3.41 percent rise.

KAzAKhsTAN 
seTs TARgeT FOR 
ATTRACTINg FDIs
The government of Kazakhstan in-
tends to attract at least $24.4 billion 
of foreign investment to the national 

economy in 2023 and has set the 
plans. In this context, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Kazakh Invest 
national company, and regional ad-
ministrations have been tasked to car-
ry out proactive work in this direction 
and strengthen cooperation with Ka-
zakhstan’s foreign missions. In 2022, 
some 46 enterprises with foreign cap-
ital were launched in mechanical en-
gineering, renewable energy, mining, 
metallurgy, agro-industrial complex, 
and other sectors in Kazakhstan. The 
Netherlands, the United States, Swit-
zerland, Belgium, Russia, South Korea, 
China, France, the United Kingdom, 
and Türkiye were the top investor 
countries in 2022.

IRAN BeCOMes 9Th 
sTeel-pRODUCINg sTATe
According to the World Steel Associ-
ation, in January 2023, Iran stands as 
the ninth-biggest producer of steel in 
the world, producing 2 million and 
700 thousand tons of steel in the first 
month of 2023. The figure shows a 27.7 
percent hike in the corresponding pe-
riod of the preceding year. Steelmak-
ing countries produced 1.878 million 
tons in 2022, marking a 4.2 percent 
drop compared to the preceding year. 
China produced 79 million and 500 
thousand tons, becoming top steel-
making country in the world. India 
produced 10 million and 900 thousand 
tons, ranking second. With production 
of 7 million and 200 thousand tons of 
raw steel, Japan stands in third place. 

The Iranian steel industry has been 
constantly developing over the past 
years against all the pressures and ob-
stacles created by outside forces like 
the US sanctions and the coronavi-
rus outbreak that has severely affect-
ed the performance of the world’s top 
producers.

KAzAKhsTAN’s FOReIgN 
TRADe TURNOVeR
Kazakhstan’s foreign trade turnover 
hit a record high of $134.4 billion in 
2022, a rise of 82 percent over 2021 
and four times that of 2020. Export vol-
umes reached $84.4 billion in the re-
porting period, growing by 40 percent 
in 2021 and 78 percent in 2020. The 
surge in oil and metals exports was 
the growth’s primary driver. Thus, rev-

enues from oil sales increased by 51 
percent to $46.9 billion, copper by 15 
percent to $3.7 billion, ferroalloys by 
51 percent to $3.4 billion, uranium 
by 95 percent to $3.4 billion, and cop-
per ores by 51 percent to $2.4 billion. 
Exports of wheat grew by 37 percent, 
oil products by 73 percent, zinc by 43 
percent, and sulfur by 91 percent. In 
2022, the country’s import volumes 
reached $50 billion for the first time, 
surpassing a 2013 record of $48.8 bil-
lion. Compared to 2021, the figure in-
creased by 21 percent.

UzBeKIsTAN’s gDp TO 
gROW By 6.5% IN 2023
The economy of Uzbekistan will 
grow by 6.5% in 2023. This is stated 
in the report of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD). According to the bank, the 
growth of the Uzbek economy in 2022 
amounted to 5.7%, which is 0.2% high-
er than forecast in September and al-
most doubled compared to April 2022.
EBRD experts predict that Uzbekistan’s 
GDP will grow by 7% in 2024.

IRAN, ChINA TO lAUNCh 
gReeN CUsTOMs 
CORRIDOR
According to a senior Iranian official, 
Iran and China plan to launch a Green 
Customs Corridor aimed at facilitat-
ing growing trade between the two 
strategic partners. Foroud Asgari, the 
deputy head of the Iranian Customs 
Administration, told media that Chi-
na is a major trade partner of Iran in 
terms of imports and exports. He said 
Iran will work to create as many cus-
toms corridors as possible with Chi-
na under bilateral agreements so that 
business people from both countries 
will be able to handle imports and ex-
ports without delay. It is noteworthy 
here that Iran has already launched a 
Green Customs Corridor with Russia, 
which offers special incentives to busi-
ness sectors of the two countries.

UzBeKIsTAN TO expORT 
URANIUM TO INDIA
An agreement has been reached with 
the Department of Atomic Energy of 
India, as per which Uzbekistan’s state-
owned company NavoiUran will start 
export of uranium to India from March 
2023, the company reports. Reportedly, 
Indian officials visited the company fa-
cilities and got acquainted with the pro-
cesses and preparation of production 
and for export. In particular, the nat-
ural uranium to be exported to India 
was inspected and a positive assess-
ment was given to its production pro-
cess. NavoiUran is currently exporting 

uranium to Japan, Canada, USA, and 
South Korea. The company has en-
tered into export agreements with the 
world’s major companies.

KAzAKhsTAN INCReAses 
eeU TRADe TURNOVeR
The trade turnover of Kazakhstan with 
the EEU countries amounted to $28.31 
billion in 2022, according to prelimi-
nary information from the Bureau of 
National Statistics of Kazakhstan. This 
amount is 6.5% more compared to the 
same period in 2021, Centralasianlight 
reports. For the year, exports of goods 
amounted to $9.7 billion (24.3% more), 
and imports - $18.6 billion (0.9% less). 
In the total volume of foreign trade 
turnover of Kazakhstan with the EEU 
countries, Russia occupies the first 

place, with which the trade turnover is 
92.3%, followed by Kyrgyzstan - 4%, Be-
larus - 3.6% and Armenia - 0.1%. At the 
same time, the largest increase in ex-
ports with the EEU countries is noted 
for chemical elements, which doubled 
compared to the same period last year.
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Turkish men 
love romantic 
rumors

You have to be prepared that 
in terms of importance you will 
be in third place with the Turk 
at best. First and foremost 
are his family and friends. But 
at the same time, surprising-
ly, if an outside woman openly 
shows sympathy for a Turkish 
man, in his thoughts she has 
immediately fallen into the 
category of easily accessible. 
Even if there was no sex, he will 
tell his friends that it is easy 
to have physical intimacy with 
such and such. Turkish society 
adores such rumors, they will 
spread quickly. Turkish males 
love to announce their rela-
tions to everyone they know.

Men in Türkiye 
quickly open up, 
but at some point, 
they begin to violate 
your boundaries 
and build their own 
rather rigidly.

To appear on the pages of Vogue is the 
dream of every model. Vanessa Kan of 
Kazakhstan was lucky enough to pose 

for the legendary publication almost at 
the very beginning of her career. 

The 22-year-old has been working as a 
model for almost three years and has 
done modelling for premium Rolex 

watches. Vanessa shares her emotions, 
“To be honest, I always have a lot of 
desires and goals, but my cherished 

dream is to live the best version of life!”

she wants to live
the best version of life

Grooms from India in Russia!

AcclAim 

culturAl ExchAngE

The best grooms are from India. This is not the tagline 
of some Indian matrimonial agency, but the much-

publicized view of Russian writer Maria Arbatova. She 
says, “Indian men are a better match for Russian girls 

because they’re closer to Russians emotionally. Besides, 
the success of Indian soap operas in our country 

suggests a similarity in the idea of a family of Russian 
provincial girls and Indian suitors.”

OutlOOk

Bucking 
conventions 
and values!

OutcOmE

Success in China has tra-
ditionally been tied to 
marriage and parent-
hood amid societal pres-
sures to have children. 
But younger Chinese 
are increasingly forging 
their own path as they 
seek to break away from 
what some see as con-
straints on their lives. 

“It’s hard to sustain a 
satisfactory quality of 
life once you have chil-
dren because your life 
becomes consumed by 
them. If we choose to 
have children, it comes 
at the expense of losing 
our individuality. In our 
opinion, children are 
not essential if we do get 
married,” according to a 
young girl.

China’s population is declining 
as an increasing number of 
young couples are shunning 

parenthood. Government 
policy and demographic trends 
are out of step with each other, 
a gap that cannot be fixed by 

simply increasing the country’s 
birthrate.

In traditional 
Chinese culture, 
children are 
typically viewed as 
something of an 
insurance policy for 
being looked after 
in retirement. 
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