FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CICA: THROUGH THE PRISM OF YEARS

1992 - 2007

FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CICA:

THROUGH THE PRISM OF YEARS

C O N T E N T S

	
	
	

	
	CONTENTS
	

	I.
	FOREWORD 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan H.E. Prof. Marat Tazhin
	

	II.
	SECOND CICA SUMMIT
	

	
	SPEECHES BY THE HEADS OF DELEGATIONS
	

	1. 
	Statement by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev
	

	2. 
	Statement by the President of the People's Republic of China H.E. Mr. Hu Jintao
	

	3. 
	Statement by the President of the Russian Federation H.E. Mr. Vladimir Putin
	

	4. 
	Statement by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov
	

	5. 
	Statement by the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan H.E. Mr. Pervez Musharraf
	

	6. 
	Statement by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev
	

	7. 
	Statement by the President of the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Mr. Emomalii Rahmon
	

	8. 
	Statement by the President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai
	

	9. 
	Statement by the President of the Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. Kurmanbek Bakiyev
	

	10. 
	Statement by the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand H.E. Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra
	

	11. 
	Statement by the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Turkey H.E. Mr. Abdullah Gül
	

	12. 
	Statement by the Vice Prime Minister, Minister for the Development of the Negev, 

Galilee and Regional Economy of the State of Israel H.E. Mr. Shimon Peres
	

	13. 
	Statement by the Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia H.E. Mr. Mendsaikhan Enkhsaikhan
	

	14. 
	Statement by the Special Envoy of the President, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
of the Republic of Korea H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
	

	15. 
	Statement by the Special Envoy of the Prime Minister, Minister of Oil and Gas 
of the Republic of India H.E. Mr. Murli Deora
	

	16. 
	Statement by the Special Envoy of the President, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Dr. Abbas Araghchi
	

	17. 
	Statement by the Special Envoy, Assistant to the President of the State of Palestine

(Palestinian National Authority), Member of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization H.E. Mr. Mohammed Sa'adeh Odeh (Tayseer Khaled)
	

	18. 
	Message by the UN Secretary General H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan to the Second CICA Summit, 
delivered by the UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Gambari
	

	
	PICTURES: SECOND CICA SUMMIT
	

	III.
	GREETINGS to the CICA Chairman, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the CICA
	

	1. 
	Greetings by the President of the Russian Federation H.E. Mr. Vladimir Putin 
	

	2. 
	Greetings by the President of the People's Republic of China H.E. Mr. Hu Jintao
	

	3. 
	Greetings by the President of the Republic of Turkey H.E. Mr. Abdullah Gül 
	

	4. 
	Greetings by the President of the Republic of Korea H.E. Mr. Roh Moo-hyun
	

	5. 
	Greetings by the President of the State of Israel H.E. Mr. Shimon Peres
	

	6. 
	Greetings by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev
	

	7. 
	Greetings by the President of Mongolia H.E. Mr. Nambaryn Enkhbayar
	

	8. 
	Greetings by the President of the Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. Kurmanbek Bakiyev
	

	9. 
	Greetings by the Prime Minister of the Republic of India H.E. Mr. Manmohan Singh
	

	10. 
	Greetings by the Secretary General of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe H.E. Mr. Marc Perrin de Brichambaut
	

	IV.
	ARTICLES dedicated to the 15th Anniversary of the CICA
	

	1. 
	“Message on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)”, Abdullah Gül
	

	2. 
	“Strengthening of mutual trust, stimulation of joint cooperation”, Yang Jiechi
	

	3. 
	“Kyrgyzstan: dimension of trust”, Ednan Karabayev
	

	4. 
	“Forum of trust”, Andrei Denisov 
	

	5. 
	“Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia: a viewpoint on the part of Shanghai Cooperation Organization”, Bolat Nurgaliyev
	

	6. 
	“Security issues in Asia: Role of CICA”, Prof. Muratbek Imanaliyev
	

	7. 
	“CBMs: for convergence of the East and the West”, Viktor Bogatyr 
	

	8. 
	“Congratulations on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)”, Tae Suk-won 
	

	9. 
	“Asian Security and CICA”, Gaddam Dharmendra
	

	10. 
	“Asian Security and the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia”, Prof. Nirmala Joshi 
	

	11. 
	“Evolution of CICA”, Jandos Asanov 
	

	
	PICTURES: 15th ANNIVERSARY of CICA 
	

	V.
	CICA SECRETARIAT
	

	
	Brief Information on CICA Secretariat 
	

	
	PICTURES: CICA SECRETARIAT
	

	VI.
	CICA Documents 
	

	
	2004
	

	1. 
	Declaration of the Second CICA Ministerial Meeting 
	

	2. 
	CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs)
	

	3. 
	CICA Rules of Procedure
	

	
	2006
	

	4. 
	Declaration of the  Second CICA Summit
	

	5. 
	Statute of the CICA Secretariat
	

	6. 
	Terms of Reference of the CICA Symbols
	

	
	2007
	

	7. 
	Cooperative Approach for the Implementation of the CICA CBMs
	

	8. 
	Guidelines for the CICA’s External Relations
	

	9. 
	Host Country Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the CICA Secretariat 
	

	10. 
	Final Communiqué of the CICA SOC Meeting dated October 17, 2007
	

	11. 
	CICA brief information
	


Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Kazakhstan

H.E. Professor Marat Tazhin

[image: image8.jpg]



FOREWORD
Fast changing international situation, evolution of new challenges and threats require adequate response from the international community, search for optimal ways of collective counter measures. As a vivid example of such a search serves the initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan on convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), which was declared by President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 1992 at the 47th Session of the UN General Assembly.  


On 17th of June, 2006 the Second Summit of the Conference was held.             The time has shown that the CICA process is needed and within the framework of the Conference institutionalization of the political dialogue and interaction of Asian states in relations with each other, their adaptation to new political realities are taking place. 


The Kazakh idea of ensuring security on the Asian continent multilaterally, which has been realized in the form of the CICA process, has a substantial international significance. In Asia, unlike in Europe, there is lack of strong multilateral political institutions. Such a difference of two continents is due to historical peculiarities. The European countries are united by common cultural roots and centuries old common historic experience; their ties are so firm that they give up the important elements of their state sovereignty in favour of the European Union. In Asia, on the contrary, the level of mutual trust among the major players, unfortunately, is not high. The CICA process, as the mechanism of converting the relations between them into the dialogue regime on seeking for mutually acceptable solutions of the regional security issues, facilitates the strengthening of trust among the states of the continent. The more security and predictability in Asia and in the world as a whole – this objective will more and more define the content of the CICA process. 


Asia is rightly attributed to one of the main driving forces of the modern global development, the significance and role of which in the near future will increase even more. Accordingly obvious is the significance of the CICA as an instrument of maintaining peace and cooperation in the Asian space, the specific feature of which is the absence of homogeneity with respect to culture, civilization and politics. It should be noted that the CICA process is asserting itself in uneasy international circumstances. The most important intergovernmental mechanisms on ensuring security that were set up at the time of bipolar world or on its debris today have to function in totally different dimensions. Under the pressure of new correlation of forces in the international arena the previous system of maintaining the international peace and security is being eroded. The traditional toolbox of ensuring security less and less meets the new challenges and threats. Transnational terrorism is a challenge to world order and can hardly come under the state’s preventive control. In taking the advantages of globalization today’s terrorism is ahead of interstate agencies, acting in the sphere of security. The terrorist groups are born and function beyond the legal field, their flexible networks are capable of penetrating a society from top to bottom.


Terrorism accumulates and strengthens the danger of uncontrolled threats to survival of humanity. It is not only the spread of the weapons of mass destruction, but also other factors that disorganise human resources, facilitating their degradation and destruction: drug trafficking, organised international crime, trade in humans and others. All of this says of the fact that after the end of the Cold War the security factor has not lost its urgency for Asia. Here smoulder and at times break out with new force “age old” conflicts, the consequences of which in our interdependent world go beyond the boundaries of the region. Therefore these issues require the attention of entire world community. That is why in the final document of the Second Summit – Declaration, which was adopted by all the eighteen member states of the Conference, the issues of counteracting the said challenges and threats take a central place.


In Asia as before there is a significant conflict potential, which appears under the influence global military-political processes and existing regional contradictions. The situation is complicated by new “mobile” threats of transboundary nature, including those, which come from other regions as results of “spill over”. Therefore it is important to deal with these issues, as envisaged in the Declaration of CICA Principles, within the framework of a political process, to prevent unilateral actions and aggravation of dormant territorial, interethnic and other conflicts. Otherwise the destabilising effect on the continent may prove notable, especially keeping in view that the acute problems as the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and missile technologies are still important.


Kazakhstan, which 16 years ago voluntarily gave up its nuclear arsenal, is of the view that the strengthening of non-proliferation regimes that currently are undergoing quite serious tests, including the Asian region, is the task of the entire international community and this task have to be dealt with strictly in the field of international law. Ensuring the universality of NPT and CTBT remains an important issue. The positive solution of the above is viewed by us as the guarantee for stability in the regional as well as in the global dimensions. The Central Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone Treaty, signed by the Central Asian states, who are also CICA members, in Semey (Kazakhstan) in September, 2006 has become another big step on the path of strengthening the non-proliferation regime.   


Expansion of multilateral economic cooperation, as the participants of the CICA Summit noted, can serve the purposes of security. Asia is demonstrating high level of resistance to various types of economic crises. The economic growth does not only demand access to the commodity markets, but in large scales - to modern technologies and energy resources. It is expected that the issues of energy security will become more topical in multilateral and bilateral interaction in Asia. These demands will determine also the contribution of Kazakhstan to the advanced development of the region as a country that is a noticeable player in the global market of energy resources.


In the last fifteen years is taking place consistent realization of the ideas, reflected in the Kazakh initiative. The structures that deal with day-to-day issues of the CICA activities have been set up. Successfully functioning are the special working groups on preparing the Conference’s documents, on holding consultations and exchange of views. On a regular basis the sessions of Special Working Group, Senior Officials’ Committee, CICA Foreign Ministerial meetings take place. The Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures has been adopted, which creates ground for the advancement of the Conference ideas. At the CICA Second Summit the Statute of the CICA Secretariat was signed. It is an important step in the institutionalization of the CICA process, in coordinating its activities and providing with relevant content.


Kazakhstan is convinced that tackling of the problems and challenges, which the Asian region is facing, needs agreed efforts of all the Asian states and benefits of existing here international structures and cooperation mechanisms. The good will of the participating countries of the Conference to move forward in this direction as well as noble goals of the CICA and outcome of its second summit will serve this cause.


While offering the above thoughts to the judgements of readers I hope that they will raise interest to the book, which is intended for the wide audience of specialists on international affairs as well as for those, who are interested in the problems of modern international life, strengthening global and regional security.
PART I. 

SECOND SUMMIT

OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION

AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES

IN ASIA
Almaty, June 17, 2006
Statement by the President 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Nursultan Nazarbayev

Dear Heads of State and Government,

Heads of international organizations,

Dear participants to the Conference!

It is a highest honour for me to greet such a representative Forum here in Almaty. Please allow me to express to all of you my sincere gratitude for taking part in the work of the Second Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia as well as for the genuine support and active promotion of CICA ideas.

During the First Summit of our Conference the Almaty Act – its fundamental document was signed. Since then the goals of establishing a forum on Confidence Building Measures in the Asian continent have received a wide recognition and support of the world community. CICA process is becoming a more visible factor on the international arena.

The adoption in 2004 of the CICA Catalogue of CBMs – comprehensive and unique document in the world diplomacy - became an important historical milestone in the development of Asian security. In the near future and with joint efforts we are to develop the mechanisms of the Catalogue’s implementation with the aim of their possible use in practice already during the period, preceding the Third Summit. We are well aware that there is a big work ahead on bringing together long-term, often non-coinciding interests, on renewal and creation of an additional legal basis. 

CICA is a young forum, often moving on unbeaten paths and therefore not possessing ready recipes for all cases and situations. The optimal solutions are worked out through dialogue. However, at the same time, existing world experience, modern trends of development vividly demonstrate that even on the Asian continent an universal approach to the issues of security and co-operation require practical and gradual application of CBMs.

In order to successfully withstand the new global challenges and threats it is necessary to concentrate the efforts of the entire world community. For the extensive Asian continent with its reach natural resources and huge human potential, unfortunately, is typical in many cases the transit form of development of the states and societies as well as presence of ‘old’ conflicts. CICA, to our opinion, can and must become an integral part of the global system of counteracting the challenges of the contemporary world.

The development of new regional structures in Asia is an evidence of the fact that Asian countries require co-ordination and co-operation. Such a tendency is not something exceptional, similar processes are also taking place in other parts of the world.

I would like to note the following as main factors that contribute to the development of the regional initiatives.

First of all, the specifics of the circumstances in each particular area put more responsibility on the states of the region in terms of abiding by the basic principles of the UN, creating the atmosphere of trust and full-fledged cooperation.

Secondly, globalization, being almost a synonym of inter-dependence of the states of the modern world, shows that regional approaches based on the principles of mutual consideration and respect of interests are becoming guarantee of viability and durability of foreign political goals.

Thirdly, politically and economically competitive regional structures strengthen the positions of the states on the global level.

All these also concern the participants of our forum. Today it is obvious that there is no alternative to the constructive interaction in the fields of economy, ecology and humanitarian area.

Kazakhstan attaches a great significance to the economic dimension of CICA as important and integral component of activities on ensuring economic security and overall cooperation. The level of economic development of the states directly affects the possibilities of ensuring the regional stability. It is not a secret that widening of the ‘poverty belt’ and social degradation in some regions is a breeding ground for the spread of new threats. Thus, stable economic growth and ensuring sustainable development in many ways determine the ability of our states to counteract adequately the modern challenges.

One of the first steps in strengthening of confidence in this field could become enlargement of trade and economic cooperation. Here, in our opinion, the CICA Secretariat that is being set up should play an organizing role. 

There is no doubt that the ecology issues are very much important for the majority of Asian states. Therefore, it is time to start developing a general model for solving these problems. It can be drawn up as a separate document that consists of basic principles of coordinated policies in the field of ecology. At the same time it is obvious that it is necessary to focus attention on a regional approach, which is based on the fair consideration of interests of all parties involved.

Recent developments clearly demonstrated the need for coordinated actions in preventing and comprehensive assistance in overcoming the aftermath of natural calamities and man-made catastrophes. In the context of forming a stable system of confidence it is very important to establish an efficient information exchange. It is hard to acknowledge that the absence of necessary data sometimes turns into a tragedy for hundreds of thousand of people.

The issue of consolidation of the efforts of the Asian states in settling the conflicts and dealing with humanitarian disasters as well as in facilitating the dialogue and mutual understanding of the cultures, religions and civilizations deserves an increased attention. The Second Congress of the leaders of world and traditional religions to be held this autumn in Astana, particularly, is dedicated to this high and noble cause.

Kazakhstan as the Chairman of the Conference calls on the Member States of CICA, all Asian countries involved in one or another conflict to embark on the path of reaching comprehensive peace, security and stability on the basis of negotiation process.  We are of the view that it is necessary to all participants of CICA process to demonstrate restraint and responsibility in mutual relations with each other in order to avoid worsening of tensions.

We think that the fulfillment of international obligations in the nuclear field and with regard to non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is a firm basis for building a more secure world and plays an important role in ensuring stability and confidence in Asia.

Kazakhstan welcomes all the initiatives, aimed at achieving of these goals, which are based on agreements and mutual understanding, principles of respect to sovereignty, non-intervention into the internal affairs of the states and non-use of force. In this respect the fact that all the Asian countries are strongly against the international terrorism as global evil is very encouraging.

On the way of ensuring regional and global security as well as adequate counteraction to the modern challenges and threats, there is no doubt that wide collaboration and interaction are required. In this regard it is important to continue the exchange of views on the perspectives of our cooperation with the United Nations in order to work out mutually acceptable approaches towards strengthening of overall security.

The key decisions must be taken jointly by the UN Member States and on condition that the principles enshrined in the UN Charter, are fully observed. These generally recognized norms lie at the foundations of the multilateral diplomacy that is active within the framework of the CICA. 

The trends of the development of the modern world, problems and antagonisms that have revealed themselves recently, point to the barest necessity of new level coordination of joint efforts in ensuring both the global and regional security. In this respect ‘the CICA ground’, which is absolutely open and convenient for equal dialogue, demonstrates its urgency and vitality.

Dear participants to the Summit,

The present Summit marks the exceptionally important process of forming institutions of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, creation of its permanent body – the Secretariat.

This is a first step on the way to setting up security structures in Asia.
Kazakhstan along with partners within the Conference is actively working on solving organizational and financial aspects of ensuring the activities of the Secretariat, which will be represented by the experts of CICA Member States. We have provided, as a first input, a building in Almaty for the CICA’s Headquarters and necessary funds “to launch” the Secretariat.

Once again I would like to underline that the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia is open for all states of the continent and we welcome the accession of the Kingdom of Thailand and Republic of Korea to the CICA. Let me express hope that other Asian states will also join our Forum as full members or observers. This would have contributed to the successful activity of the Conference as continental structure and platform for the interaction.

***

In conclusion I would like to express my deep gratitude to the Heads of State and Government, High Representatives of the international organizations, who have arrived in Kazakhstan to participate in the current Summit in spite of their extremely tight schedules. Owing to you it would be possible to adopt its most important documents. I am confident in the bright prospects of the CICA process and I wish to all of us successful and fruitful work.

Thank you for your attention.

       Uniting efforts with a view to construct a prosperous and harmonious 

Asia with lasting peace 

Statement by the President

of the People's Republic of China

Hu Jintao 

Dear President Nursultan Abishevich!

Dear Presidents,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends,

First of all, let me welcome the opening of the Second Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia! I want to express sincere gratitude to the government and people of Kazakhstan for the work in organizing this meeting.

The CICA, which is founded on the initiative of President Nazarbayev, having received further development, gradually has become an important forum, the agenda of which is always dedicated to the issues of security and cooperation in Asia, forum, which is to facilitate dialogue among civilizations and search for mutual understanding between various countries. China has always paid a great attention and taken part in the CICA process. I assure you that onwards we, being guided by the principles and goals of the Conference, shall continue to support its significant efforts on promoting security in the Asian region and expanding regional cooperation.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

The Asian continent differs with its variety. Today Asia is thriving as never before. Our continent is considered as one of the most dynamic regions of the world with respect to economic development. Successes of Asia much depend on consolidation and interaction of all countries and peoples of the region, and it would be better, if all Asian countries unite in their efforts to make our continent the region of lasting peace, common prosperity and full harmony. And in order to achieve this we, to my mind, have to concentrate our efforts in the following directions:

First, to strengthen mutual confidence and increase interaction in order to create a new security configuration in Asia. It is necessary for us to consistently advocate that all the countries have the right to defend its independence, the right to choose on their own the way of development and elaborate internal and foreign policy as well as the right for equal participation in the international affairs and equal development.

Second, to learn from each other, to facilitate the common prosperity of various civilizations, to encourage links and mutual exchange and advocate that all civilizations be tolerant to each other, finding common values while preserving their peculiarities.  

Third, to support the multilateral approach and increase cooperation both in the region and beyond. It is necessary to expand cooperation within the frameworks of such regional organizations or mechanisms as SCO, CIS, EurAsEC, АSЕАN, CICA, to create a strong network of partner relations with the purpose to supplement each other. Simultaneously we should strengthen cooperation and coordination with the countries, outside the region, to expand dialogue and exchange with adjacent areas. This, to my opinion, would be in the interests of development and prosperity for all the countries of Asia. 

Fourth, to keep on deepening economic cooperation, being guided by principles of mutual benefit and mutual advantage. It is necessary for us to substantially identify the area where we can mutually complement each other in economy as well as the potential of the Asian countries in the fields of finance, agriculture, communications and also in the sphere of health care, to create favourable conditions for trade and investment activity and make efforts in facilitating economic integration in region, so achieving common development and attention.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

China cannot develop without Asia. While developing China continues to give a significant impetus to the development of whole of Asia. We shall resolutely move on the path of peaceful development, pursue foreign political course of good-neighbourliness and partnership with regard to adjacent countries, so as our neighbours could live in good neighbourhood in tranquillity and material prosperity. I assure you, that we are ready to make efforts with our Asian partners to open a fine future of Asia. 

At this moment I recall the well-known Kazakh proverb that says: there is nothing further than yesterday, there is nothing nearer than tomorrow. I am convinced that Asian peoples, who have many centuries of glorious history and who possess huge creative potentials, are capable of create a fine future of their continent.

Thank you for attention.  

Statement by the President
of the Russian Federation
Vladimir Putin

Dear Mr. Chairman! 

Dear Heads of States! 

Dear Friends!

First of all I would like to express my gratitude to the President of the Republic Kazakhstan Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev, for his kindness and hospitality. This meeting in the land of Almaty is taking place mainly due to his energy and initiative.

The Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) is a unique forum. At our “round table” have gathered the representatives of the states of the post-Soviet space, South-East Asia, Middle East and North Africa have gathered for our round table.

As you remember, the first session within the framework of the CICA took place in 2002 right here, in Almaty. At the time leaders from fourteen countries attended that meeting. They were united by a common goal - to develop a common vision of existing in the region problems, challenges and threats and to begin a collective search for adequate responses to them as well as to give a start to a multifaceted process, aimed at strengthening trust, friendship and cooperation in the Asian space. 

Today, four years on, we can see that the CICA has proved both viable and important and demonstrated the advantages of dialogue over disagreements. One of the CICA’s obvious advantages is that member countries cooperate in various formats. This gives opportunity to deal with tasks, which we face, simultaneously at various levels and to deal with flexibly and timely. 

We already have a “package” of concrete measures, which have been taken in accordance with our declared goals. Among them are steps on unblocking conflicts and reducing tensions in the “flashpoints” of the region. In the “fields” of the Conference and with assistance of its organizers have taken place direct contacts between the representatives of various countries, even such countries, which still have contradictions.   

Development of confidence building measures and their practical realization is the main task of our forum. The main principles of interaction among the Conference’s participants have been reflected in the political Declaration and Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, which we have adopted. 

It is not by accident that the fight with new threats and challenges took a central place in these documents. The efficiency of our confrontation with such phenomena as terrorism, extremism, can be ensured only by a high level of interaction. And only in such case can we give a blow on transnational crime and drug business, facilitate the reduction of paces of spread of fatal viruses of AIDS, bird flue and other diseases. 

One more important area is cooperation among the member-states in the socio-economic sphere, creation of highly developed transport, energy infrastructure. I am convinced that by joining our efforts we can accomplish the goals that we set out in the Almaty Act in 2002. The most important of them is creation in Asia of a common and indivisible space of security in which peace, stability and development of various countries supplement, support and strengthen each other. 

There is no doubt that the Conference has taken its place among multilateral forums in the Asian space. The work of the forum continues to attract genuine interest. I am pleased that our ranks are growing.

Two years ago at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in Tashkent the idea on forming a partnership network of multilateral associations in the Asia and Pacific was put forward. I am convinced that in the realization of this initiative the CICA potential can yield positive results for all the member-states. 

Undoubtedly, the resources of our forum have not been fully uncovered. We have extensive prospects for cooperation in the economic, environmental, humanitarian and other spheres.

It is important that process of the Conference develops, avoiding duplication and “red tape” and relying on the principles such as consensus, voluntary participation and step-by-step development that we have agreed on.

Russia, from its part, intends in every way to facilitate the strengthening of cooperation tendencies within the framework of CICA.

Dear colleagues!

Today the CICA is making important steps to achieve the goals it has set for itself. There is no doubt that the Declaration of the Second CICA Summit that is going to be adopted will give a new impetus to multilateral cooperation. 

We are also establishing the Secretariat of the Conference, which is to become an efficient tool of the forum, to facilitate coordination of work among the participating countries.    

Once again I emphasize that the threats and challenges, which stand before the countries of the Asian region, do not allow us to remain idle. We still have much to accomplish together. And Russia is ready to take a most active part in the activities of the Conference.

Thank you for your attention.

Statement by the President

of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Islam Karimov

Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Heads of States and Governments,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me an immense pleasure to welcome you, the heads and representatives of the states, participating in the work of this Summit, to express sincere gratitude to the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev for the hospitality and warm welcome.

Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to very briefly express some of my considerations on the matters that are being discussed today at the Conference.

It is not secret to anyone that the issues of trust, as the most important condition for achieving progress in stopping the conflicts and standoffs in inter-state relations as much as in achieving accord in interethnic and interfaith relations, have always been attached a foremost significance.

But in our modern age, the age of globalization and geopolitics, when the surrounding us world is changing with unseen earlier paces and becoming ever more interdependent and fragile, the elaboration of a system and mechanisms of strengthening confidence building measures, enhancing the activity of states on maintaining stability and preventing conflicts acquire a special importance.

We all know well that these issues and problems constantly remain at the core of attention of many known regional, sub-regional international structures, and above all, such high-profile organization as the United Nations.

In the context of aforesaid the initiative of Kazakhstan and its President Nursultan Nazarbayev on establishing the Forum without any doubt deserves every attention and support, the main goal of which being consideration, search and working out of confidence building measures and interaction of states in preventing the birth of conflict situations and confrontation in Asia as well as their resolution. 

I support very important proposals, expressed here by heads and representatives of states.

It would be expedient, in our view, to take into consideration the following.

First. If to speak about the Asian region such high-profile international structures, as ASEAN, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, APEC, ACD (Asia cooperation dialog), EurAsEC, and others play an ever increasing role in maintaining integration processes, dynamic paces of development of economies and humanitarian aspects of the life of regional states.

Therefore, in recommendations of the Forum, alongside the fundamental principles, enshrined in the UN documents, it would be important to take into consideration the principles and ideas, elaborated by these organizations on the issues under discussion today. 

In its turn, this would create a necessary basis for coordinating the joint activities with these well-known structures. 

Second. In designing recommendations of the Conference on the confidence building measures and interaction of states it is necessary to a special attention and give due level of assessment to those acts, which may be observed in the international practice and political arena and which create additional tension and serve as a reason for disappointment and loss of trust on the part of millions of people towards everything that takes place around them.

About such facts, which emerge as a result of low culture, political illiteracy, neglect towards the centuries-old traditions, way of life and mentality of other peoples, manifestation of various xenophobia and nationalism, one can talk for long. 

However, in the first place totally groundless statements and speeches of some politicians, statesmen and collective publications with an obvious provocative nature cause a grave alarm. 

The talk is about, for example, the facts, when the international terrorism is linked with the holy for Muslims religion - Islam, when the Western publications print in large quantities caricatures for Prophet Muhammad, when they give scornful and hasty assessments, which hurt the honour and national dignity of millions of people.

Needless to say at times undermine uneasy, long and consistent work of international community on strengthening the mutual understanding between the peoples and nationalities, representatives of various religious creeds.

Figuratively speaking, trust among subjects on the international arena, as much as the trust among the peoples as a whole, can be compared with a planted tree, which must be constantly nourished, simultaneously from one, another and third sides. Instead of this we observe how the very atmosphere in which the tree may grow is being poisoned.

The facts of applying “double standards”, which we see everywhere in assessing these or other events taking place in the world, neither facilitate the strengthening of peace. As a result, one can make one conclusion: what is allowed for some states and countries is not allowed for others.

And the last. Efficiency of this Conference shall considerably increase if in the forthcoming documents is taken into consideration one very important moment.

It would be good if the elaborated recommendations on the realization of the mechanism of confidence building measures have a concrete shape, to be exact, if they could be grounded to specific conflict situations, which cause alarm to the world community so as to resolve these conflicts until they grow into “hot” wars. 

Of course, all of these are a task that is difficult to solve, but this very practical goal can justify all our efforts in the sphere of improving the interstate relations, search and doing away with the reasons, which cause tension and conflicts.

In conclusion, allow me once again to express feelings of sincere respect to all of those who are present here and wish success to the work of the Summit.
                                       Statement by the President
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Pervez Musharraf

Your Excellency President Nursultan Nazarbayev -

Chairman of the CICA Summit,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I consider it a special privilege to represent Pakistan at the Second CICA Summit and continue my association with this important endeavour initiated by you Mr.Chairman many years ago to promote confidence, trust, understanding and security in Asia. I was present at the first summit that had marked the fruition of your vision and this summit, I am confident, will prove to be another milestone in furthering our cherished objectives.

I am also happy to be in the beautiful city of Almaty and wish to thank you for the splendid hospitality extended to us in the time honoured generous traditions of your people.

CICA has been making steady headway since the last Summit. In particular, the adoption of the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures in 2004 was a significant development. The establishment of the CICA Secretariat, which coincides with this Summit, is yet another landmark development which also symbolizes Kazakhstan’s commitment to the CICA process.

Since its inception, the CICA process has continued to generate increasing interests among Asian countries to seek its membership and participate in its activities. We welcome the Republic of Korea as a new member of CICA and participation of United Arab Emirates and Singapore as guests at the Summit.

Mr. Chairman,

The importance of CICA initiative is underscored by the fact that old and new conflicts and tensions and the menace of terrorism afflict many parts of our Asian continent. Regional conflicts and tensions also retard economic progress, aggravate poverty and cause despair and anger that can breed extremism and terrorism. In this context, CICA is a valuable forum for interaction and dialogue focusing on the security situation and the challenges we face together. It provides encouragement for adopting CBMs that can help manage conflicts. However, these must pave the way for their settlement which alone can ensure durable peace.

In regions that are fortunate to be relatively free of tension intra-regional mechanisms to reinforce trust and confidence can help accelerate economic development and consolidate peace and security. These mechanisms can promote peaceful environment conducive for socio-economic advancement by allowing people to devote their resources and energies for this purpose.

Mr. Chairman,

Terrorism is a new and pervasive threat to peace and security that threatens the entire international community. Pakistan has long been its victim. We have been consistently opposing terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and have been in the forefront of the global campaign to combat and counter terrorism and extremism.

We believe that in addition to local action to eliminate terrorist groups and individuals, it is also important to address the root causes. Terrorism often stems from conditions where people have been long denied freedom and fundamental rights and suffer a deep sense of humiliation. International failure to resolve long standing issues only serves to aggravate them.

Another danger that must be focus of our concerns is a similarly sinister phenomenon that tends to associate terrorism with religion particularly Islam. We must firmly reject and counter campaigns to malign Islam which is a religion of peace, tolerance and compassion. Terrorism has no religion.

There is also need to reject the false notion of clash between Islam and the West. What we need today more than ever before is harmony and congenial coexistence between diverse cultures and religions. We greatly appreciate your efforts, Mr. Chairman, to bring together scholars of all faiths to promote inter-faith harmony. In this context, I would like to mention the relevance of my suggestion of “Enlightened Moderation” that emphasizes reforms in the Islamic societies to counter extremism on the one hand and the need, on the other hand, for the West to help with resolutions of conflicts that continue to cause suffering to the Islamic world. 
Mr. Chairman,

When we talk of peace and confidence building in the Asian continent, we cannot escape the responsibility to find just solutions to the long standing Palestinian and Kashmir conflicts and the need to help Iraq and Afghanistan gain stability and normalcy.

The establishment of an independent Palestinian state is essential to bring the Palestinian tragedy to a close and achieve durable peace in the Middle East. This has been the objective of all peace efforts including the Oslo Peace Accord, the Arab League Declaration of 2002, the Quartet Peace Process and earlier the UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338.

In South Asia, we are engaged with India in a peace process to resolve all outstanding issues including the Kashmir dispute. The implementation of a number of CBMs in diverse sectors has improved relations and security environment in South Asia. This offers a unique opportunity that must be seized to resolve the Kashmir dispute and usher in a new era of peace and cooperation in South Asia. This is achievable through leadership, sincerity, courage and flexibility.

In neighboring Afghanistan we desire to see success of the people and the government of the country in their efforts aimed at reconciliation and rehabilitation. Pakistan supports the government of President Hamid Karzai and will contribute to reconstruction of Afghanistan. We believe that a stable, strong and prosperous Afghanistan is vital for regional peace and development.

The recent tension over the Iranian nuclear issue has been a source of deep concern to all of us. Therefore, we welcome the renewed diplomatic efforts to find a negotiated settlement as well as the US decision to directly engage with Iran. We have been supporting Iran-EU-3 dialogue and search for a diplomatic solution especially by Russia and China. Coercive measures are no option as these will aggravate the already troubled situation in our region.

Mr. Chairman,

It is encouraging that a CICA Special Working Group is exploring cooperation among member states in the Economic, Environmental and Human Dimensions. It signifies a desire to benefit from respective strengths of CICA member states. Many of CICA member states are richly endowed with natural resources. Others, such as Pakistan, can facilitate trade and communications and provide access to markets. Close cooperation can make a difference in the economic uplift of our respective regions and the lives of our peoples.

I would like to mention here the pivotal role that Pakistan can play, given its strategic location at the cross roads of Central Asia, South Asia and West Asia. Pakistan provides to the Central Asian States the shortest route to sea and an energy corridor. We have completed work on a deep water port at Gwadar and wish to develop it as a trans-shipment port. At the same time we have undertaken major infra-structure projects for road and rail transportation networks to complement air links with these three vital regions. We also plan to up-grade the existing road link with Western China. We have a vision to transform Pakistan into a hub of economic activity and communication linking the neighboring regions.

Mr. Chairman,

In the recent past, we have seen the catastrophic consequences of natural disasters like the devastating earthquake in Pakistan and the Tsunami which have taken a massive toll of human lives and resulted in widespread destruction. We are grateful for the generous support we received from the international community especially the CICA member states in the wake of the earthquake. This prompts me to suggest disaster management as an area for close interaction among CICA member states.

CICA membership represents the diversity and richness of Asia that also faces a range of daunting challenges. We are optimistic about Asia’s future as we enter the twenty first century. However, much will depend on our success in building confidence and trust for cooperative endeavours to ensure peace and prosperity in our regions and our continent. Pakistan is ready to play its part for the realization of this vision that has motivated the CICA process.

I thank you Mr. Chairman.

Statement by the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Ilham Aliyev

Dear Mr. President,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev for the hospitality extended to us and excellent organization of the Summit.

We consider the Second CICA Summit as a very important event in further coordination of the efforts of our countries in strengthening security measures in the region and in establishing efficient economic cooperation as well.

Asia is the most dynamically developing region in the world. Today and in future prospects of development will open new opportunities for efficient cooperation in all areas. Between our countries exist high level political contacts. The regional issues unite us. We would also like to see big achievements and progress in economic cooperation. In this regard realization of transport projects, which we are planning, can create completely new conditions for regional development. 

Regional development is the important element in strengthening security measures and stability in our region. Azerbaijan, in its turn, is ready to play essential role in transport communication projects. We actively take part in the East-West transport project. The issue concerning the restoration of historical Silk Route constitutes is of a big interest for regional development as well as for communication between Europe and Asia.

Now we are actively working on an important project on strengthening the system of railroad communication between Europe and Asia. And in this context Azerbaijan is the country through which passes this natural bridge between Asia and Europe.
Our task is to strengthen the infrastructure and create favourable conditions for our partners, thereby involving full potential of our countries.

We also attach great significance to the North - South transport corridor, where Azerbaijan participates actively and is ready to give its infrastructure entirely at the disposal of partner countries.

Any development of the state is possible only in conditions of stability and positive trends. The example of our states demonstrates that where stability and common consensus are there is a development. And speedy growth of our countries’ economies is the vivid example of that.

However there exist big threats in our region too, I already spoke about it today, first of all, these are the issues of international terrorism, which can undermine practically all our plans and lead to unpredictable consequences. The practice shows that it is impossible to fight this evil alone. It is necessary to consolidate the efforts of all states, there is a need for a common approach, it is necessary to get rid off divisions in this issue. The terrorism does not have nationality and religion and consequently serious efforts are needed to achieve a joint approach on this problem. There can not be bad or neutral terrorist organizations, it is necessary to have a common approach to all of them.

Azerbaijan is the country, which has suffered of terrorism. In this regard we take part in many arrangements that are connected with the fight against terrorism and we shall work further in this direction. 
In our country 32 terrorist acts have been carried out by Armenian terrorist organizations, which took the lives of 2000 innocent citizens.

The pain, inflicted by terrorists to our people, is well-known, therefore once again I want to tell that joint efforts, the uniform approach may enable us to overcome this evil.

The issues of unsettled conflicts in our region also represent potential and practical threat of destabilization. 

Azerbaijan is the country which is under occupation as the result of aggression on the part of Armenia, more than 20 percent of our territory remains under occupation in the course of last 10 years as the result of ethnic cleansing, held against Azerbaijanians. More than one million of our citizens are refugees and migrants.

We consider that resolutions of highest international organizations with regard to the Armenian-Azerbaijan conflict will be realized. Four resolutions of the United Nations, unfortunately, have not been implemented yet. They demand unconditional withdrawal of all occupational forces from the Azerbaijan territory.

The principle of territorial integrity and inviolability of borders is the generally recognized principle of international law and therefore has to be observed strictly. As regards secure residence of minorities in the territories of our countries, then practically in each of our countries there are national minorities, and to be a minority does not mean that one can demand secession of a part of the territory where that minority lives and pursue a policy of aggressive separatism. 

The Declaration, which is to be adopted today, speaks very precisely about this matter: territorial integrity, fight with separatism are firm elements of regional development and security. Thus, if we connive at separatist tendencies, and in this regard rely on double standards, if to admit that in one place infringement of territorial integrity is acceptable, in other place not, then it leads to disastrous consequences for the entire world and many countries. 
Therefore there is a need to think on it very seriously and work out a common approach to dealing with such tasks. There is a very positive experience of autonomies in the world; it exists in the Asian region and in the European region. Therefore any such conflict should be considered only within the framework of the international legal norms and in conditions of strengthening confidence building measures.

Azerbaijan considers its participation in regional cooperation as a very important element of our foreign policy. 

We believe that in future cooperation in Asia will continue to increase. It will be facilitated by the development of both economic potential as well as political interaction of our states. 
On our part we are ready and intend to participate actively in all regional projects.

Thank you for attention. 

Thank you, Mr. President, Distinguished Heads of delegations.
                                    Statement by Dr. Abbass Araghchi

Special Envoy of the President,

Deputy Foreign Minister

of the Islamic Republic of Iran

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

President Nazarbayev,

Presidents and Leaders,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset I wish to extend gratitude to you, Mr. President, for your commitment and dedication to the cause of promoting interaction and confidence building among the States in Asia. The excellent arrangement and warm hospitality provided by the Government and the people of Kazakhstan deserve our utmost commendations.

Mr. President,

The international community is facing numerous challenges and inextricable threats such as terrorism, regional crises, lack of security, organized crime, drug trafficking, poverty, underdevelopment, worldwide political, economic and social gaps, unilateralism and suppression of peoples’ aspirations to restore their basic rights, particularly the right to self-determination. To overcome these challenges and threats we are facing today require us to develop a comprehensive and practical approach based on rationality, wisdom, collective cooperation and confidence building measures.

After 14 years since the initiative for the creation of CICA was first proposed by President Nazarbayev in the United Nations General Assembly, we have developed good basis for two constituents of our forum i.e. interaction and confidence building in our region and we are about to establish a permanent Secretariat for our Conference with the aim of strengthening the role and structure of CICA and to turn it to a more efficient and effective forum for further progress in bringing peace and stability and economic progress to our region.

Mr. President,

Asian nations, constituting a large segment of the international community, do possess the capacity to play a more effective role in strengthening and safeguarding international peace and security. Consolidation of regional forums such as CICA, Shanghai Organization and ECO can well contribute to convergence and integration in Asia in order to resolve problems and advance common objective. Of course, to achieve our shared goals, we need to develop a full understanding of the nations and dimensions of challenges facing us so as to be able to work out appropriate mechanisms to deal with them. In this process, all countries must enhance their cooperation to achieve our goals.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has made its fair share of efforts on its own and in cooperation with neighboring and the countries in the region. In the Caspian Sea, the security and stability requires the cooperation of the five littoral States. Three initiatives are at the table: Iran’s initiative on "Confidence Building and Stability in the Caspian Sea", Kazakhstan’s on "Political Stability Pact" and "Casfor Pact" proposed by Russia. Iran is ready to negotiate and finalize these initiatives, bilaterally and multilaterally, with its partners in the Caspian Sea, known in Iran as the sea of peace and friendship. As it has been stipulated in the existing agreements, the presence of third parties and outside states not only does not help solving the differences, rather it adds more to the complexities of the situation. The waters of the Caspian Sea should be reserved only for the 5 littoral States.

We also hope to see the finalization of the Peace Pipeline project with India and Pakistan which surely will help both countries to defuse tension and enter into an amicable relationship, in the wise tradition of the sub-continent.

Mr. President,

Current prejudicial effort to restrict the right to peaceful use of the nuclear technology is a serious challenge, not just for Iran but for all developing states. The credibility of NPT will be seriously undermined, if signatory states that remain committed to their treaty obligations are prevented from benefiting its advantages and rights, and this would constitute the greatest threat against non-proliferation regime. Unfortunately enough this attempt for denial of the rights has cost with the threat of attacks against peaceful nuclear facilities. These threats pose a great danger to peace and constitute a grave violation of international law, principles and purposes of the charter of the United Nations and regulations of the IAEA.

The Islamic Republic of Iran as the party to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and as an active member of international community in promoting the goal of nuclear disarmament, while observing its legal obligations, is determined to exercise its inalienable Treaty right for peaceful use of nuclear energy, under the full-scope safeguard Agreement with International Atomic Energy Agency. This policy is based on a long-term planning to meet the growing energy needs of my country. We are ready to negotiate along the line of ensuring the Western countries about the peaceful nature of our activities but we can not bar our nation of the benefits of peaceful exploitation of nuclear energy.

Mr. President,

The Middle East crisis continues to be one of the most serious challenges of our time jeopardizing peace and security. The Palestinian Legislative Council election, which reflected the free will of the Palestinian people and led to the establishment of the government by HAMAS, was a major milestone in the history of Palestine. Imposition of sanctions and preventing Palestinians to have access to financial resources, fuel and medicine is considered to be blackmailing the Palestinian people for exercising their democratic rights. Over the past five decades the people of Palestine have been the target of the most heinous, unlawful and inhuman treatment by an occupying regime. These restrictions would add more salts to the injury.

We, as responsible members of the international community, have an obligation to bring to an end the barbarism and horrifying crimes of the Zionist regime against the Palestinians, and the United Nations must enhance its endeavours to work out a final solution that guarantees the restoration of the rights of the Palestinian people, particularly the right of return to Palestine and establishment of an independent Palestinian state with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

Mr. President,

Dealing with these challenges and threats I have referred to requires the urgent and collective cooperation of all countries in the context of the international organizations particularly the United Nations as well as within the framework of multilateral and bilateral arrangements. I wish to thank you, President Nazarbayev, for your vision, and the people and Government of Kazakhstan for hosting this important Summit meeting, and I hope with cooperation and concerted efforts of Member States CICA is increasingly strengthened so as to achieve its noble objectives.

                                            Statement by the President

of the Republic of Tajikistan 

Emomalii Rahmon
Dear Mr.  Chairman,

Dear Heads of States and Governments, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, let me to express sincere gratitude to organizers of the Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) for the excellent organizational conditions, created for fruitful and constructive work, for cordiality and hospitality.

During the period, elapsed after the First Summit all of us have become convinced again in the necessity and urgency of setting up of a strategically firm system of security, stability and wide interaction in Asia.   

Everybody knows that Asia is the largest and most geo-strategically important continent of the Globe: peace and security in Asia is a guarantee for security and peace in the entire world.    
An efficient strategy of multilateral interaction is vitally important in the present conditions, when the main threats and challenges – terrorism, extremism, separatism, illegal drug circulation and organized crime, first, are speedily acquiring transnational and transborder character; secondly, they are getting quickly integrated, which alarmingly increase their potential threat for all and everybody. 

In such a difficult and contradictory situation introduction of collective mechanisms of problem resolution, steady expansion of spheres and strengthening of pillars of security and stability is the imperative of our time.

Cognizant of all these and being located in the very centre of Asia, the Republic of Tajikistan, from the onset has expressed its full support of the initiative of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Honourable Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev with regard to formation and realization of the goals and ideas of this extensive Forum in Asia. 

I would like to especially note that with the common constructive efforts gradually and steadily being developed atmosphere of many-sided and multilevel macro-regional and global interaction and strengthening of confidence on the basis of generally recognized principles of contemporary legal regulation.

Realization by the CICA Member States of the Almaty Act and the CICA Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations, adopted during the First Summit, has acted as active facilitator, so the Conference, having gradually acquired real and concrete shapes, is becoming extensive forum in the modern international life of the Asian continent. 

The following fact deserves attention; within the framework of the work on developing the CICA process, on the initiative of the Tajik side, which has found support on the part of almost all of the Conference’s participants, the issues of the fight with terrorism, extremism, drugs smuggling, and transnational organized crime have come under increased attention.  

The Republic of Tajikistan as before considers as primary and urgent matter the formation of real all-Asian and global anti-terrorist and anti-drugs partnership. The terrorism in all its forms is a transnational threat and undermines practically all norms of human values, and illegal circulation of narcotics is becoming the reason of degradation of social and spiritual essence of many and many people both in the East and West as well as in other parts of the Earth.

However it is necessary to note that the level of global threat of these phenomena remains high. Simultaneously racism, extreme nationalism and neo-fascism, xenophobia, religious intolerance, which reveal themselves in some countries, are becoming more serious and dangerous. 


Deliberate association of above phenomena with religions and civilizations, in the first place, with Islam, is quite dangerous. 

We all know that world religions - Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Buddhism historically asserted and continue to assert nowadays kindness, mutual understanding, mutual help, tolerance, high spirituality and morality. They consider the life and peace as the supreme values, and Islam means peace and full order. And in these conditions attempts to pin labels and appearance of such a term as “Islamic terrorism” is not only an inadequate reaction to phenomenon, but also a dangerous act that is being done deliberately. 

The growth of dehumanization and demoralization causes a special concern.  We are obliged to remember that the moral and spirituality is an expression of the essence of a human being. And all of us are with all of our efforts to protect and strengthen these pillars of humanity and social life. Here the role of UNESCO is irreplaceable. 

In these conditions, our efforts both on global and macro-regional level should be doubled and trebled. 

Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are convinced that at present, extremely difficult and critical stage of historical destiny of mankind all Asian peoples and states have as a matter of fact common interests, which are contiguous to the basic interests of peoples and states of other continents of the Earth. First of all it is consistent and principal counteraction to the forces of global terrorism. Here it is vital to have a complex and systemic approach that exclude “double standards” and narrow political goals. 

It is necessary to especially note the imperative necessity of maintaining and strengthening of Asian and global strategic stability and security. 

Achievement of this common to all mankind purpose is real and possible by consistent realization of the interconnected and complementary measures, such as advancement of the disarmament process and strengthening of the regime of non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, strengthening of the regime of international legal norms and leading role of the United Nations, ensuring the real interaction and partnership of various international structures and organizations. 

For example, the partnership of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia and Shanghai Cooperation Organization is capable to ensure sustainable strategic stability in Asia and to facilitate as much as possible the realization of such a goal all over the world.

Meanwhile one cannot, but see that within the framework of our Forum continue to take place certain disagreements in the positions of member-states on the individual conceptual provisions of building an all-Asian security system.

Moreover, there are completely different and sometimes even opposite positions on certain issues.

It concerns also the issues of using the experience of other regional associations, problems of "spheres of influence" and security guarantees, different approaches of member-states to creation of organizational structures of the Conference and launching of mechanisms of its constant functioning. 

The Republic Tajikistan supports the international efforts on restoration and reconstruction of Afghanistan so as to help to the revival of this country as a stable and prospering member of the international community.  

As a unique Asian forum CICA, which includes the countries of various cultures and traditions, is capable of becoming one of the most efficient mechanisms for promotion of dialogue between civilizations and cultures.  

In view of this, in our days the humanitarian interaction, that serves as a powerful factor of stability and security both in separate historical and cultural regions (especially in Southern Asia) as well as in the entire Asian continent, is acquiring a special importance.  

In this context we confirm our complete support of the resolution of the UN General Assembly on the dialogue among civilizations and relevant provisions of the draft Declaration of the Second Summit as well as other acts and efforts international organizations.  

We confirm our adherence to really ensuring the rights and basic freedoms of a human being in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, international conventions and acts, which facilitate strengthening of peace, security and stability in Asia.

The Great Asia and our world as a whole are vitally interested in truly stable, fair and human global order that is capable of accumulating and adequately realizing the global interests. Our Conference is to make a worthy contribution to the realization of this noble goal. 
I want to assure all of you that we continue to closely cooperate with all member-states of the Forum for achieving high and historically significant goals of stability, security, wide cooperation and prosperity of Asia. 

Thank you for attention.      
Statement by the President
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Hamid Karzai

Excellency President Nazarbayev,

Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments, 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to be here at this important gathering. I convey the warm wishes of the Afghan people to the leaders attending this 2nd Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. Allow me to thank His Excellency President Nursultan Nazarbayev and the people of the Republic of Kazakhstan for the warm hospitality extended to us.

I note with great appreciation that the conference is bringing together an impressive group of countries and leaders from across Asia.

This is a reflection of the interests and concerns we all share in common, and of our need to work together to address them. Above all, the success of this conference is a tribute to the leadership of President Nazarbayev who saw the need, four years ago, for a unique forum to explore multilateral approaches to promote peace, security and solidarity in Asia, and who took the valuable initiative of bringing us together for CICA’s first conference.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have gathered for the 2nd Summit of CICA at a time when some of the challenges that justified the establishment of CICA are still present.

Among the challenges we face, terrorism poses by far the gravest threat to our security and our efforts to improve the lives of our people. 

Terrorism is a menace that does not recognise borders and cannot be confined to a country. To fight terrorism effectively, we need a concerted effort and a cooperation that is real, result-oriented and driven by a genuine commitment. We must also remember that this threat will not go away unless we fight it to the roots, and eliminate the sources from where terrorists get their ideological inspiration, training and financing.

Our experience in Afghanistan shows that combining cooperation at national and international levels is the key ingredient for a successful strategy to fight terrorism.

Five years ago in Afghanistan an international terrorist network ruled the lives of our people and threatened the security and stability of the entire region and beyond. Thanks to the strong determination of our people and critical support from the international community we removed the terrorist rule. Over the past five years the Afghan people have taken steady steps towards establishing lasting peace, the rule of law, legitimate institutions of state and a better live.

In our endeavour to defeat terrorism and rebuild Afghanistan, we are grateful for the unwavering support of the international community, including countries of the region. In this context, I wish to highlight the presence of the international coalition against terrorism in Afghanistan.

This presence has been critical not only to the fight against terrorism and the rebuilding of security institutions in Afghanistan, but has also contributed to security of the whole region.
The production and trafficking of narcotics is another major challenge for Afghanistan and our region. We see a direct connection between narcotics and terrorism, and are eager to cooperate with countries of the region and the international community on all aspects of the fight against narcotics, from law enforcement and border control measures, to interdiction of trafficking and eradication of cultivated fields. As we speak, there is a poppy eradication exercise going on in Afghanistan, and significant successes have also been achieved in other aspects of the fight.

We need to acknowledge that narcotics are not the problem of Afghanistan alone. In reality, the main profit accrued from drug trade goes to the regional and international mafia organisations. Therefore, I emphasise the need for sincere cooperation of the international community especially focusing on tackling the mafia of traffickers and providing means of alternative livelihood for poor farmers.

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our region is blessed with fascinating diversity, which must be seen as a source of our strength. Thanks to the cultural and historical bonds that tie us together, our region has the potential to achieve greater economic integration and prosperity.

To realise this potential we need to remove barriers that hinder contact and exchange among our nations, encourage movement and interaction across national boundaries and build greater confidence across divergent political interests. I believe there is no conflict or clash of interest in our region that will not, ultimately, yield to a solution. The key is to facilitate dialogue, maximise interaction and build confidence. 

However, for interaction to be effective, it must be anchored in solid economic partnership and more effective cooperation in the field of security.

Consistent with the spirit of the Almaty Act, Afghanistan is fully committed to enhancing cooperation for regional peace and security.

As the prosperity of our people is tied to the economic development in the entire region, we are committed to expanding bilateral and multilateral economic and trade relations with the region.

I welcome the clear messages contained in our Joint Declaration for this Summit, in particular with regards to our common fight against terrorism and narcotics. I also support the establishment of CICA Secretariat and pledge any support that Afghanistan can provide. Allow me to thank the CICA member states for including support to Afghanistan’s reconstruction in the CICA Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations.

Once again, I thank His Excellency President Nursultan Nazarbayev for his initiative and efforts towards peace and greater prosperity in Asia.

Thank you.
Statement by the President

of the Kyrgyz Republic

Kurmanbek Bakiyev

Dear Mr. Chairman!

Distinguished Heads of Delegations!

Ladies and Gentlemen!
First of all, let me express my sincere gratitude to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev for his personal invitation to take part in the Second Summit of the heads of state and government of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia.

Today, after the passage of four years since holding the First Summit we are witnessing the dynamic process of the CICA development, which is to facilitate cooperation among the Member-States in the issues of security and stability in the region.  

From the very beginning of the initiation by the President of Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev of the idea on convening the CICA Kyrgyzstan, without any hesitation, supported this proposal. This initiative is extremely important and relevant; moreover, I would say that it is a historic event, for it embodies in itself the work and efforts of the Asian states on creating a durable peace and mutual understanding in Asia. 

Our political forum is open for all and is steadily expanding its area of activities due to the accession to the Conference of new members among the regional countries.  

The decision of the Republic of Korea to become a full member of the Conference serves as an evidence of the above said. In this connection we welcome the joining of the Republic of Korea the CICA and congratulate the Head of the Korean delegation on this remarkable event.


Dear participants of the Conference!

The signing on the 4th of June, 2002 of the Almaty Act, undoubtedly, became a historic step towards creation of a universal structure of interaction of the Asian states on the path of ensuring security and stability in the region. This document has to be considered as the fundament of our interaction that determines the goals and main direction of cooperation between the participants of the Conference. 

Owing to our joint efforts and mutual understanding among the Member-States on realization of the agreements reached within the framework of the Almaty Act, was adopted the Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, which envisages multilateral cooperation on a wide range of stability and security issues.


As it is known, Asia is a cradle of various civilizations, cultures, religions and traditions. At the same time there is a number of unresolved problems in the mutual relations of certain states. In this connection the Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures can be considered as one of the mechanisms of dealing with sensitive issues of interaction between the countries. I am convinced that in the nearest four years a lot of attention will be paid to practical realization of this mechanism and to its improvement. And, no doubt, we can sum up the outcome of this work at the Third Summit.

Undoubtedly, this will allow CICA to become an efficient tool in resolving many issues in the military-political, economic, humanitarian and environmental dimensions.

In this connection I would like to emphasize that Kyrgyzstan attaches a big importance to the process of CICA development as one of the contemporary forms of regional cooperation in the issues of counteraction to the challenges and threats to security.  

Accelerating pace of globalization exert growing and ambiguous influence on all the aspects of the international life, thus becoming a source of birth on the global level to so called new threats and challenges – international terrorism, religious extremism, illegal circulations of narcotics, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, social and economic problems.

Today terrorism is one of the most real threats to security at all levels: global, regional and local. The events of the 12th of May, 2006 when insurgents of Islamic movement of Uzbekistan broke into the territory of the Kyrgyz Republic and attacked a Customs post can serve evidence to it. At the cost of the lives of Kyrgyz servicemen it was possible to block insurgents and avert the realization of their plans. 
Relying on its own experience, Kyrgyzstan attaches a big importance to the development of an efficient international cooperation in the fight with terrorism. 

Being a participant to 9 out of 13 international conventions against terrorism, Kyrgyzstan actively supports the efforts of international community in this field of joint actions. Currently are being held intrastate procedures on the ratification of the International Convention on the fight against acts of nuclear terrorism, which Kyrgyzstan signed on the 5th of May of this year.

Besides, the Kyrgyz Republic directly takes part in a number of the antiterrorist actions that are held both within the framework of the international organizations, in which the country participates, and together with other countries. 

Our country is strengthening interaction with its neighbours in the region in the fight against international terrorism, religious extremism and drug traffic and actively cooperates on all the spectrum of antiterrorist problems with the member-states of the CIS, Shanghai Cooperation Organization and Collective Security Treaty Organization. 

I would like to especially emphasize the importance of the Anniversary Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which has taken place in Shanghai on the eve of today's Conference. During that summit the results of the five-year activity of the SCO have been summed, a number of documents aimed at the deepening of cooperation of the SCO countries in the sphere of maintaining stability and security in the region have been adopted.

It is important that all the SCO member-states concurrently are participants of CICA, which is a good basis for future interaction between the two structures on the matters of mutual interest.

Today, illegal circulation of drugs is a serious threat to security and stability of any country, provoking so the growth of crime rate and drug addiction. The income received from drug trafficking is used to finance criminal activities and corruption, the armed terrorist groups and extremist elements. While assessing the importance of the fight with illegal circulation of narcotics we are fully conscious of the significance of the issue and shall take all the efforts in dealing with it. 

The Kyrgyz Republic reiterates its’ adherence to the realization of coordinated actions and joint efforts in this direction. In this connection we consider necessary and important the cooperation in such areas as the boundary control, law-enforcement activity and exchange of information between the countries of the region. 

Along with it, I would like to note, that we consider economic dimension as one of the important elements of developing equal and mutually beneficial cooperation within the framework of our Forum, which is aimed at strengthening the potential of its participants. In this connection a special attention deserves the development of power sector, transport communications between the Member States, realization of the project on construction of the regional China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway.

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!
One of the pressing issues of the contemporary world is non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Thereupon, I wish to especially note that while ensuring own security and affirming adherence to the policy of disarmament and prevention of the spread of weapons of mass destruction Kyrgyzstan along with other countries of the Central Asia actively takes part in creating a zone that is free of nuclear weapons.  

We welcome the political dialogue between India and Pakistan, strengthening of confidence building measures between them, especially in the nuclear field. It, undoubtedly, will also facilitate strengthening of security both in the South Asia and in the Central Asian region as well.

Dear participants of the Summit!
In accordance with the Almaty Act the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs were tasked to finalize the elaboration of all aspects related to the establishment of the Secretariat. The signing of the Agreement on the CICA Secretariat is a logic continuation of creation of the full-fledged acting body of the Conference that is to facilitate the practical realization of the Almaty Act and the Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures.

The tasks, which we are putting before ourselves, are not simple ones. However               I allow myself to express confidence in the genuine progress of the CICA for the sake of strengthening the peace, trust and cooperation in Asia. 

Thank you for your attention.
Statement by the Prime Minister

of the Kingdom of Thailand

Thaksin Shinawatra

Mr. Chairman, President Nazarbayev,

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

I am delighted to attend this Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) for the first time, and I wish to thank the Government of Kazakhstan for the warm hospitality extended to me and my delegation. Allow me also to congratulate and welcome the Republic of Korea into our CICA family.

There is no doubt that the existence and the progress of CICA has been the result of the visionary perception and farsightedness of His Excellency President Nazarbayev to whom I wish to record my special tribute. Because of his vision, Asia can benefit from a co-operation as wide-ranging and as important as CICA to build up our confidence, based on security and the culture of peace and tolerance, through dialogue and interaction. Because of his vision, Asia will further rise to greater strength with the sense of regional participation and willingness. I, too, am a firm believer in the strength of Asia. I believe in our continent’s rich potential if only we could turn our diversity and differences into a great source of strength instead of impediments to our economic and social development and regional harmony.

As the world’s largest and most populous continent, Asia is rich in skilled manpower and natural resources, including oil/and gas. We possess over half of the world’s foreign exchange reserves. Yet we are also a region of diversity. The challenge before us is to manage Asia’s diversity well. To do so, we first need confidence building. Confidence building measures of a nation as much as those of a region require trust and understanding, based on interaction and willingness to find common solutions. This is why CICA is so crucial. Secondly, we need to build a network, a cobweb of development on such issues as economic and social matters that will take all of us on the path to sustainable development. 

This is why the ACD or the Asia Cooperation Dialogue, which was created in 2002, the very same year as the First CICA Summit, is also essential. With 30 members, hailing from the far west to the far east and the north to the south of the Asian continent, many of whom are also CICA members, the ACD will enable Asian countries to better fulfil their economic and social potentials at each member’s own willingness, at the progress each member requires, but all undertaken entirely in an Asian cooperative spirit.
To say that CICA and the ACD complement each other may even be an understatement as far as I am concerned. To me, CICA and the ACD - the two sides of the same coin, the coin of the Rising Asia. 
Without one or the other, such a coin will never come into existence and hence no rising Asia. It is imperative that members of both CICA and the ACD do realize the vitality and the significance of our cooperation as the two sides of the same coin for the future of our people and the Rising Asia.

But that coin must also be placed in a circumstance where it shines and its value better appreciated. Therefore, the third element must come into play that is the role of other sub-regional and inter-regional cooperation. Thailand, as the only ASEAN member of CICA, can link the cooperation between CICA and ASEAN. Likewise, other countries can do so with their respective sub-regional groupings.
The ASEAN Regional Forum or the ARF, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation or APEC, and the Asia-Europe Meeting or ASEM whose membership comprises several CICA and ACD members, will serve as a bridge to link the strengthened Asia with our friends in other continents around the world.

The Rising Asia, however, can be fully realized not because we have all the cooperative frameworks in place, but because we all believe in making all them work in concrete terms, because we are prepared to shed our differences, because we believe that peace, security, and tolerance are pre-requisites to prosperity and sustainable development, and because we believe that the people of Asia deserve better living conditions, better welfare, and a better future.

In sharing the vision of a better Asia, members of CICA and members of the ACD can also engage in the exercise of experience sharing, making South-South cooperation work in real terms. On our part, Thailand can share its development experiences, especially the implementation of Sufficiency Economy, an alternative development philosophy of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand which has been internationally recognized and commended by the United Nations. We can share our experiences in the promotion of the Royal Projects in crop substitution for our farmers, and numerous human-centred development projects.
While infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and the avian influenza continue to threaten lives and affect our security, national efforts alone will not be sufficient. Health and prevention of pandemic diseases is another area Thailand can share our experiences with others. In HIV/AIDS, Thai researchers and doctors have been working with others around the world in the fight against this horrendous disease. As a country, we have also gained recognition for our success in identifying, containing and limiting the spread of the avian influenza.

I also see potential for cooperation on energy-related matters, for energy security is another very important issue which concerns us today. CICA and the ACD count both oil producers and oil consumers as members. To maximize the benefits, we should encourage the investment of oil profits in Asia, and in individual Asian countries. In this regard, the creation of a viable and attractive Asia Bond Market would encourage investment within Asia. It would also help absorb any excess liquidity that might lead to speculation in the financial and energy markets. 
Mr. Chairman,

Asia faces challenges in many shapes and forms. With joint efforts and cooperation, we can be of help to each other to realize our full potential. But first and foremost, we must help create a firm foundation of trust and confidence, followed by dialogues that lead to concrete results for the improvement of the lives of people throughout Asia.

With CICA, the ACD, and several other sub-regional and inter-regional cooperation, we have indeed embarked on the right tracks for our people. With these tracks, we can hope to look forward to peace, understanding, and prosperity based on the culture of peace and tolerance. We can hope to look forward to turning our diversity and differences into our strength and assets. We can hope to look forward to the stronger and the Rising Asia for the benefits of Asia and the rest of the world. And we can hope to look forward to the future where our next generations can look back to today with pride that we, the Leaders of Asia, have made the decision and commitments, with great vision and sincerity, for no-one but the people of Asia and the people of the world.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Statement by the Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Turkey

Abdullah Gül

Mr. President,

Distinguished Heads of State,

Mr. Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Fourteen years have passed since this noble community launched the process of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building in Asia. 

In these fourteen years the CICA process have dramatically evolved and tested its relevance in the contemporary security environment. As such, CICA now stands as a landmark institution for regional cooperation in Asia. 

In this success His Excellency Nazarbayev merits all our praise and appreciation. Had it not been for your far-sightedness and outstanding leadership, CICA would not have reached this stage of development.

Mr. President,

In the first half of the twenty-first century, we are faced with a very complex concept of security. Today, security is indivisible and comprehensive by nature. 

Threats to security and stability emanating from one corner of the world are a direct concern to others. Such new threats as terrorism, organized crime, trafficking in arms, drugs and human beings span political or geographical boundaries. 

To address these challenges we need a comprehensive and perhaps innovative set of political, military, economic and social measures. 

As the risks and threats to our security and stability are closely interlinked, efforts to tackle them should also be in a consistent and harmonious with each other. Thus, dialogue and interaction among our states are more urgent than ever. 

A shared commitment to embrace cooperative security is a key to stability and progress. Cooperative security requires genuine partnership; a partnership based on mutual accountability, transparency and confidence both at domestic and foreign policy levels. It also requires complementarity among initiatives and organizations aiming at strengthening security, stability and cooperation at international and regional levels. 

I can underline that this very understanding lies also behind the CICA process. We all regard cooperative security as the guiding principle of international relations.

Mr. President, 

CICA Member States have a common stake in the security and stability of Asia. We should exert our best efforts for conflict prevention and crisis management. 

In 1999, we have adopted the “Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States”. This is the conceptual basis on which our dialogue and interaction shall flourish. 

In light of existing CICA documents and commitments, our cooperation should be based on strengthening trust and good-neighbourliness, by means of promoting democracy, rule of law, fundamental rights and freedoms. 

Moreover, mechanisms of cooperation among us should be flexible. They should be able to evolve and diversify in line with the changing security environment. In that respect, we should introduce, as necessary, new methods of cooperation in the fields of:         

- economic affairs; 

- environmental protection; 

- good-governance; 

- development of energy and transport routes; as well as
- social and cultural interaction. 

Mr. President,

Your Eminences,

Four years have passed since we first held the CICA Summit, the outcome of which was the “Almaty Act”. One fundamental commitment that we have then taken was the adoption of a catalogue of confidence-building measures. 

Confidence-building measures, the backbone of CICA, provide the ground on which cooperation and interaction among states can take a systematic, lasting and a reliable form. The short history of world politics has shown us that the confidence building measures helped introducing, strengthening and maintaining security and stability across the globe. 

I wholeheartedly believe that the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, bear the same kind of potential. Promising steps have been taken to implement some of these measures. 

I would like to call upon all our CICA partners to come to a consensus to fully implement, without any discrimination, the measures in military-political dimension and in economic, environmental and human dimensions of the CICA Catalogue.  

Interaction and cooperation in the security field and implementing confidence building measures require solid and well-functioning institutions. Therefore, we note with satisfaction that in this very Summit Meeting, the CICA Secretariat is being established. We are ready to support, by every means possible, the activities of the Secretariat. 
Meanwhile, I should remind that no single State or organization can, on its own, meet the challenges facing us today. Therefore, co‑operation with other relevant international organizations and institutions is required. We encourage the Secretariat and its Executive Director to start systematic interaction with other organizations. 

Mr. President, 

It is becoming increasingly apparent that progress depends on political, economic and social factors. However, certain developments around the world throughout the last two years demonstrated that manifestation of hate, particularly in political discourse, and disrespect for others’ beliefs, religion or culture might have dire consequences. 

In that regard, I should particularly highlight that violence and terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, culture or geography. This said those who claim to act in the name of one belief or religion while resorting to violence unfortunately feed the already existing prejudices. 

The need to work together to promote tolerance, mutual respect and understanding is ever more pressing. This should be a clear message that CICA should give to the world. In that regard, I also call upon the CICA Member States to extend their full support to the project “Alliance of Civilizations”, which is co-sponsored by Turkey and Spain under the auspices of the UN Secretary-General, as well as other regional initiatives in that direction. 

Before I conclude, Your Excellency, I would like to once again commend Kazakh Chairmanship of CICA for their dedicative efforts and your warm hospitality in this beautiful city of Almaty. 

I also would like to congratulate all CICA Member States for their will and determination. 

We are also happy to witness the rapid expansion of CICA with new members.            I would like to welcome the Republic of Korea as full member to CICA.

In concluding, I would like to reiterate once again Turkey’s strong commitment to the CICA process.

I thank you.
Statement by the Vice Prime Minister,

 Minister for the Development of the Negev, Galilee and Regional Economy

of the State of Israel

Shimon Peres

Thank you, Mr. President,

Distinguished leaders of important countries,

I think because this was a very unique introduction to the CICA organization and by doing so, President Nazarbayev, you have demonstrated that Asia is not just a geographic continent, but a cultural definition. 

This Congress is different from other congresses, because the purpose of it is not to enhance a military alliance, not to foster a political group, not because of religious affinity, not because of political traditions, and not because of a given conflict. This is really an attempt to test the strength of good will, our good will, may be to see if the weight of the good will can outweigh the good of the balance of terror, the strength of the military threats, and to see finally that may be the good will is the most sophisticated form.

And I believe that it is a worthwhile attempt and it can contribute. From my own experience I can say that building confidence is not a simple proposition. It is not easy for any nation, because when you have to go for peace, you have to make concessions, you have to make compromises, and people do not like it. People rather like to win wars than give up land, give up strength and negotiate in good sense.

The process of negotiation is very complicated, because when you negotiate with the other party, you must be careful not to win too much, if you win too much, you will eventually lose the partner, nothing will help. And if you permit me to say almost jokingly that peace is like love: you cannot achieve it unless you do not come closely and you sacrifice the affection for living. And I think all of us need this attempt.

We live among the borders that were born out of political divisions. And political divisions are there because we live on the land and the land has had to be divided. But now we are arriving at the age when we need not only rely on land, but upon science. If the land divides, science unites. We need to respect the call of nature, not just the call of traditions. The call of nature is water and energy, and oil, and science, and tolerance.

I do not suggest that we renegotiate the old borders, which will lead to conflicts. Let us keep the political borders as they are. Let us have another attempt to have borders that are loyal, reasonable, economic and based on good will.

I say it coming from a region, which has not a simple history. But even in our old history one can notice that historically we build walls to defend ourselves, and bridges to reach a new situation. Finally, the walls are destroyed, the bridges are extended.

We are living very close to the Palestinian people. And it is our definite view that the Palestinian people are entitled to have a state on the side of the State of Israel with equal rights, respect and good economy. And from my standpoint the better Palestinians will have it, the better neighbour we shall have. And to build a good neighbourhood is a right thing to do. Actually, we are very close to having peace. The distance between us and peace is closest in the last 50 years. Unfortunately, the closer we come to peace, the shortage of steam to make it is becoming evident. The distance is short, but the speed is slow and we have to try and think and add energy to introduce a real, durable and just peace.  

But I can say that may be instead of tackling all the time the political borders, let us try and have a look if we can start a relationship, not based on borders, but based on economic relationship.

May be we can have an economic peace before we shall have a political peace. May be the political peace will come later. And I am not sure that the political peace will bring a better economy, but I do believe that a better economy will really lead to a real and durable peace. Since I mentioned it I want to explain what I mean exactly. 

We are going to negotiate with the Palestinians. There is a split among the Palestinians. This split is not about peace. I think most Palestinians, like us, want peace. The Palestinians, like us, have fair ideas of what peace will look like, the differences are minor, they are bridgeable when you measure it by territories and otherwise. But when we look not at the nature of the conflict, but the setup of the borders and the relations, the border between us and the Jordanians and the Palestinians is 400 km long: 220 km with the Jordanians, 180 km with the Palestinians. We do not have a real problem with the Jordanians. Most of the borders are tranquil: no fences, no barriers, no walls, and no terror. We live together. So we ask ourselves, why do the countries act together?

Not just to tolerate each other, but to cooperate among themselves. And I think the Palestinians are beginning to feel the same way. So our ambition right now is to convert the political border – without changing it or whatever the political results will bring – into an ongoing economic park made of whole of 400 km, a garden of industry, for tourism, for the production of water, for the production of energy. I know that this sounds a little visionary, so I want to add straight away that this has met with an agreement from Jordan, Palestine and Israel. While we have certain disagreements, as            I have noted, the agreements do exist. And we are starting to build. 

We have, just like Kazakhstan, a problem with a lake, which is losing its waters. And if we do not compensate it for the lake, it may well become an ecological catastrophe. We cannot save the lake, unless the three of us act together. We have to bring water to the lake from the Read Sea to the Dead Sea. We can develop excellent tourism there.

And we see that when we are building an industrial park, it provides a great deal of employment. I think that Palestinians are entitled not only to have financial aid in order to cover the cost of their administration, but economic aid in order to get jobs for their people.

Palestinians are intelligent people and I think that we should create joint or separate industrial parks; it may lead to deeper, meaningful relations between us and them. Now they will not be built by governments. Governments are active in building walls and reluctant to build peace, because basically the governments have the budgets, but not money. The money today is in the hands of global institutions and there is a lot of money waiting for investment, to be invested in emerging markets, in emerging opportunities and emerging technologies. 

We want to try to negotiate politically as much as we can in spite of the existing difficulties, building economically without waiting for the results of negotiations.           We started and decided that we should do it not in the form of governmental preparation, but on the basis of global participation.

And I must say that today globality is not just strength economically, but an intelligent system of behaviour. The heads of modern companies are highly intelligent people and they understand that they cannot do the global business without caring for the global situation, introducing confidence and stability and good relations to loyal the borders, to open the skies, to be tolerant to differences, to introduce transparency and really handle the situation like people who belong to the future, not the people who are committed to the past.

Now here are many countries and we should be glad that they will partake in this attempt to build a bridge, to convert a border of hostility into a garden of cooperation.

Thank you very much.

Statement by the Deputy Prime Minister
of Mongolia

Mendsaikhan Enkhsaikhan

Dear Nursultan Abishevich, 

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, let me on behalf of the Mongolian delegation and on my own behalf to express sincere gratitude to the Kazakhstan side and personally to the President of the Republic Mr. Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev for the cordial invitation to take part in the Second Summit of this important Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, which is being held right after five-year anniversary of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization as well as for the successful organization of this summit.
Forthcoming celebration of the 800th anniversary of the Mongolian Statehood and other urgent works did not allow the President of Mongolia to take part in the work of the Summit. Therefore, I am glad to convey from this honourable tribune personal greeting and wishes for success of the work of the present summit from the President of Mongolia and to hand over to you his personal message. 
And the President asked to confirm that today CICA has become one of the major forums on confidence building measures and security in Asia and its further development exert substantial influence on development of stability in Asia.
Taking the opportunity, I congratulate the delegation of Republic Korea on obtaining the status of a full member of the CICA process. 
Dear delegates,
We are aware of how many flashpoints there are at our continent. Here it is important to have joint efforts on peacekeeping activities. In this connection I want to emphasize the initiatives that have been put forward by our Kazakhstani colleagues on creating secure and stable peace of trust and cooperation in Asia. I am of the view that the Statute of the CICA Secretariat, based on universal principles of international law, will serve in this direction as a further example of fruitful and efficient cooperation to all, whom the peace on our continent is important. Opening of the CICA Secretariat in Almaty marks an important stage in the further development and expansion of the CICA activities.
The documents, which have been prepared by us, demonstrate the importance of the moment for our common house.
I have to express profound gratitude to all members of the CICA for the huge work that has been done. As regards our country, Mongolia will do everything for the process of interaction and trust in Asia to move ahead. 
The Mongolian delegation wishes great achievements and success to the work of the Summit.
Thank you for attention.
Statement by the Special Envoy of the President, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

of the Republic of Korea

Ban Ki-moon 
Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my distinctive honour to represent the government of the Republic of Korea as a Special Envoy of President Roh Moo Hyun at this Second Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to express our deep gratitude to all the delegations for having unanimously supported our membership in the Conference. 

The Republic of Korea has participated in the CICA process since its inauguration in 1993 as an observer. Now, as a new member, we are resolved to play a more active role in realizing the CICA vision of an Asian continent where tolerance, mutual respect, peace and friendship prevail between and among nations and peoples of diverse backgrounds. 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Located as it is at a crossroad in Northeast Asia, the Korean people had to endure war and national division in the previous century. 

Therefore, the Republic of Korea heartily embraces the stated purpose of the CICA to foster dialogue and interaction, and to build confidence and mutual trust among nations. 

Currently, on the Korean peninsula, the North Korean nuclear issue is the most serious security challenge. The Six Party Talks aimed at the peaceful resolution of the issue has made significant progress with the adoption of a Joint Statement last September, which states the basic goals and principles for denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. 

Yet to our regret, the Talks have stalled since last November. On the North Korean nuclear issue, we strongly believe that time is on the side of nobody, and that delay in resuming the talks benefits none. 

In close consultations with all other parties, my Government has continued to make every possible effort to bring about the early resumption of the Six Party Talks and the faithful implementation of the Joint Statement. 

To this end, I look forward to the continued support of the CICA member states for the success of the Six-Party Talks.

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Asia is the largest continent with enormous diversity. This diversity has been often cited as an obstacle to cooperation. But with resolve, I believe, diversity can be turned into nourishment for our relations. In this sense, mutual respect, tolerance and peaceful coexistence contained in its founding document of the Almaty Act must continue to guide the CICA in its efforts toward a peaceful and prosperous Asia. 

The Republic of Korea has traditionally maintained close relations with the CICA Member States located across Central Asia, Southern Asia and the Middle East. In the wake of our joining this important Conference, I hope that our relations will be further strengthened and consolidated. 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

As the European experience has shown, security is not necessarily subject to a zero-sum game. Win-win situations can be created by mutual respect of each other’s security interests and joint efforts toward a greater common good. As the CSCE/OSCE did in Europe, we hope the CICA will be a strong promoter of the cooperative approach in tackling the security challenges in Asia. 

In this world of globalization, peace is indivisible. Any event occurring in one region has impact on other regions. Therefore, the CICA should continue to expand its outreach activities with other regional and global organizations such as the ARF, OSCE and the United Nations.

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

In closing, the Republic of Korea would like to extend our respect and appreciation to HE President Nazarbayev for his great vision in initiating and nurturing this Conference into an important forum for peace and security in Asia. We are confident that the CICA will continue to grow and prosper. In its long journey toward peace and prosperity in Asia, I assure you that the Republic of Korea will be a good company and dedicated partner.  

Thank you very much.  

Statement by the Special Envoy of the Prime Minister, 

Minister of Oil and Gas of the Republic of India

Murli Deora

Your Excellency President

Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my privilege to be present at such a distinguished gathering for the Second Summit of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. I bring you the warm greetings of my Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and his best wishes for the success of this Summit. India attaches high importance to CICA. Prime Minister would have liked to be present today but has regretted that due to other urgent engagements he could not come.

We warmly welcome the two new members to the CICA family, Thailand and Republic of Korea, who have joined us since the last CICA Summit. India enjoys traditionally warm and friendly relations with both of them.

Mr. President, I cannot but recall your address to the 47th Session UNGA in 1992, where you proposed the idea of CICA process and said “A journey of a thousand steps starts with the first step. It is by no means necessary to move towards a unified Asian structure and collective security in all these types of interaction at once”. Today, as we gather for the second summit, we can proudly say that we have accomplished the initial steps. We have agreed to travel side by side, at a pace agreeable to all in our journey to promote peace and prosperity in Asia. India has had the privilege to be associated with CICA since its very inception and has extended its whole hearted support.

When one is in the land of Abai, the great Kazakh nationalist, philosopher and poet, it is natural to recollect one of his couplets which goes:

Rises the Sun and sets the Sun 

Time is always on the run 

Concept comes after concept 

Like the wind caught by none!

It is only through farsighted wisdom that a concept can be nurtured and developed into a tangible form. I congratulate you, Mr. President, therefore for your vision and statesmanship in launching and steering the CICA process. Let me also take this opportunity to thank you for the very generous and warm hospitality accorded to me and the members of my delegation by the friendly people of Kazakhstan.

India has always believed that CICA can help contribute to the development of a cooperative and pluralistic security order in Asia, based on mutual understanding, trust and sovereign equality. Since achieving independence in 1947, India has been at the forefront of initiatives to foster greater cooperation between the countries of Asia. The 1954 Panchsheel Principles and the 1955 Bandung Conference were important milestones in this process. We note that the Panchsheel Principles are identical to the CICA Declaration of Principles adopted by us in 1999. Asia presents a diverse picture which requires a unique Asian framework. Replication of models, perhaps successful elsewhere, may not necessarily be suitable for us. India has therefore always emphasized that CICA has to evolve its own approach, rooted in the realities of Asia. In CICA, we have recognized this diversity and the consequent need therefore to move ahead gradually, building upon the basis of consensus and voluntary participation. We have built a cooperative architecture by enlarging the areas of common advantage and convergence. We believe that CICA should above all focus on and take collective steps to further cooperation and greater social and cultural interaction among the member states.

Mr. President, 

Together we have a significant share of natural resources, global energy reserves and trade, but we also have to face the fact that a large number of our people are still afflicted by poverty and lack of development. Closer bilateral and regional economic cooperation among the CICA members can act as a powerful catalyst for both development and prosperity of our peoples as well as for resolution of difficult problems left over from history. 

Mr. President, 

The process of globalization has led to emergence of new security threats and challenges. These include international terrorism and transnational crimes, including trafficking in drugs, arms smuggling, cyber crimes, international economic crimes and money laundering. At the Almaty Summit in 2002, we had adopted the Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations. We had collectively decided then that the fight against terrorism had to be global, comprehensive and sustained and not selective or discriminatory. Today we see emergence of forces, which spawned the culture of terrorism in our region. It is necessary for us to redouble our efforts to root out this menace to our common peace and security with single-minded focus. No cause, however noble, can justify killing of innocent men, women and children through acts of terrorism. We should commit ourselves to zero tolerance for terrorism. 

The CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, which we adopted two years ago, elaborates a broad framework of confidence building measures in the economic, social and humanitarian dimensions as well for fighting against the new challenges such as terrorism and transnational crimes. Let us today set ourselves the task that we would try and encourage elaboration and implementation of these CBMs on the basis of principles enshrined in the Catalogue. Based on the collective experience gained in this endeavour, we could consider further steps for the evolution of CICA. Such an approach would be consistent with your very wise words, Mr. President, at the 1992 UN General Assembly, which gave birth to the CICA process.

I would conclude by assuring you of India’s constant support and cooperation as we all move together towards our common destination of peace and prosperity for our peoples.

Statement by the Special Envoy of the President,
Deputy Foreign Minister

of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Abbas Araghchi

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

President Nazarbayev,

Presidents and Leaders,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset I wish to extend gratitude to you, Mr. President, for your commitment and dedication to the cause of promoting interaction and confidence building among the States in Asia. The excellent arrangement and warm hospitality provided by the Government and the people of Kazakhstan deserve our utmost commendations.

Mr. President,

The international community is facing numerous challenges and inextricable threats such as terrorism, regional crises, lack of security, organized crime, drug trafficking, poverty, underdevelopment, worldwide political, economic and social gaps, unilateralism and suppression of peoples’ aspirations to restore their basic rights, particularly the right to self-determination. To overcome these challenges and threats we are facing today require us to develop a comprehensive and practical approach based on rationality, wisdom, collective cooperation and confidence building measures.

After 14 years since the initiative for the creation of CICA was first proposed by President Nazarbayev in the United Nations General Assembly, we have developed good basis for two constituents of our forum i.e. interaction and confidence building in our region and we are about to establish a permanent Secretariat for our Conference with the aim of strengthening the role and structure of CICA and to turn it to a more efficient and effective forum for further progress in bringing peace and stability and economic progress to our region.

Mr. President,

Asian nations, constituting a large segment of the international community, do possess the capacity to play a more effective role in strengthening and safeguarding international peace and security. Consolidation of regional forums such as CICA, Shanghai Organization and ECO can well contribute to convergence and integration in Asia in order to resolve problems and advance common objective. Of course, to achieve our shared goals, we need to develop a full understanding of the nations and dimensions of challenges facing us so as to be able to work out appropriate mechanisms to deal with them. In this process, all countries must enhance their cooperation to achieve our goals.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has made its fair share of efforts on its own and in cooperation with neighboring and the countries in the region. In the Caspian Sea, the security and stability requires the cooperation of the five littoral States. Three initiatives are at the table: Iran’s initiative on "Confidence Building and Stability in the Caspian Sea", Kazakhstan’s on "Political Stability Pact" and "Casfor Pact" proposed by Russia. Iran is ready to negotiate and finalize these initiatives, bilaterally and multilaterally, with its partners in the Caspian Sea, known in Iran as the sea of peace and friendship. As it has been stipulated in the existing agreements, the presence of third parties and outside states not only does not help solving the differences, rather it adds more to the complexities of the situation. The waters of the Caspian Sea should be reserved only for the 5 littoral States.

We also hope to see the finalization of the Peace Pipeline project with India and Pakistan which surely will help both countries to defuse tension and enter into an amicable relationship, in the wise tradition of the sub-continent.

Mr. President,

Current prejudicial effort to restrict the right to peaceful use of the nuclear technology is a serious challenge, not just for Iran but for all developing states. The credibility of NPT will be seriously undermined, if signatory states that remain committed to their treaty obligations are prevented from benefiting its advantages arid rights, and this would constitute the greatest threat against non-proliferation regime. Unfortunately enough this attempt for denial of the rights has cote with the threat of attacks against peaceful nuclear facilities. These threats pose a great danger to peace and constitute a grave violation of international law, principles and purposes of the charter of the United Nations and regulations of the IAEA.

The Islamic Republic of Iran as the party to the Non-Proliferation Treat and as an active member of international community in promoting the goal of’ nuclear disarmament, while observing its legal obligations, is determined to exercise its inalienable Treaty right for peaceful use of nuclear energy, under the full-scope safeguard Agreement with International Atomic Energy Agency. This policy is based on a long-term planning to meet the growing energy needs of my country. We are reads to negotiate along the line of ensuring the Western countries about the peaceful nature of our activities but we can not bar our nation of the benefits of peaceful exploitation of nuclear energy.

Mr. President,

The Middle East crisis continues to be one of the most serious challenges of our time jeopardizing peace and security. The Palestinian Legislative Council election, which reflected the free will of the Palestinian people and led to the establishment of the government by HAMAS, was a major milestone in the history of Palestine. Imposition of sanctions and preventing Palestinians to have access to financial resources, fuel and medicine is considered to be blackmailing the Palestinian people for exercising their democratic rights. Over the past five decades the people of Palestine have been the target of the most heinous, unlawful and inhuman treatment by an occupying regime. These restrictions would add more salts to the injury.

We as responsible members of the international community have an obligation to bring to and end the barbarism and horrifying crimes of the Zionist regime against the Palestinians, and the United Nations must enhance its endeavors to work out a final solution that guarantees the restoration of the rights of the Palestinian people, particularly the right of return to Palestine and establishment of an independent Palestinian state with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

Mr. President,

Dealing with these challenges and threats I have referred to requires the urgent and collective cooperation of all countries in the context of the international organizations particularly the United Nations as well as within the framework of multilateral and bilateral arrangements. I wish to thank you, President Nazarbayev, for your vision, and the people and Government of Kazakhstan for hosting this important Summit meeting, and I hope with cooperation and concerted efforts of Member States CICA is increasingly strengthened so as to achieve its noble objectives.

Statement by the Special Envoy,

Assistant to the President of the State of Palestine
(Palestinian National Authority),
Member of the Executive Committee

of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
Mohammed Sa'adeh Odeh (Tayseer Khaled)
Your Excellency President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev,

Distinguished Presidents,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Please allow me on behalf of the Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, President of the State of Palestine Mr. Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian people to welcome you and convey the warmest greetings of the Palestinian people, struggling during many years for their liberation, independence, security, peace and stability and wish successes to the Second Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA). 
The Second CICA Summit is taking place when Asia and the world are undergoing serious, large scale and deep changes, which have put before Asian countries urgent as never before the task of studying aspects, concerning security, peace, co-operation                and establishing bridges of trust in all the fields.  
The Palestinian government has always been paying a big attention to processes of numerous and consecutive meetings held within CICA framework. At the same time we have confirmed our adherence to the documents, signed in 1999 concerning the sovereignty, non-usage of threat of force or its usage in resolving conflicts, when they appear, territorial integrity of member-states, settlement of conflicts by peaceful means, non-interference in the internal affairs, elimination the weapons of mass destruction, cooperation in economic, social and cultural fields and, lastly, protecting human rights and defending the principles of freedom, justice and democracy.
Your Excellency Mr. Chairman,

Mr. Presidents and heads of delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

According to the Almaty Act that is line with the Charter of the United Nations and IV Geneva Convention of 1943 any state, whatever the reasons are, does not have the right to violate the UN Charter, fundamental principles of the international law, does not have the right to invade and occupy the territories of the other peoples and states or use the threat to territorial integrity or of annexing, to deny the rights of peoples for self-determination, ignore the rights of peoples for achieving progress, social, humanitarian, economic and cultural development.

  Concerning the Palestinian situation, I can tell that since 1967 we and the world community have been witnessing systemic destruction of infrastructure and all vital facilities in the Palestinian territories by the troops of the Israeli occupants.

 The Palestinian people for many decades has been living under occupation and latest years is having hard times because of the terrorist practice of occupational forces and groups of Jewish settlers, the policy of economic blockade, deterioration and shortage of resources, because of mass punishments imposed on all the cities, villages and camps, and also because of sharp deterioration of living standards and disappearance of services in all fields, especially in the field of public health services and education.

In spite of their hard fate the Palestinian people look into the future with pain as well as with hope, derive elements of resistance before the fearful Israeli military machine from the righteousness of their cause and adherence to resolutions and decisions of the international legislation and international law. It, in its turn, corresponds to and coincides with the declaration of principles of the Kazakhstan initiative in the field of security, stability and cooperation in opposing terrorism, which target peaceful people, as well as in the fight against the state terrorism.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Palestinians are one of the peoples who crave for peace, cooperation, security, stability and liberation from occupation. Simultaneously, rejecting any unilateral and partial decisions, which the Israeli government intends to realize, the Palestinian people extend the hand of peace and call to a universal and balanced political decision of the conflict in region on the basis of resolutions of the international legality, Arab peace initiative and the right of two states - the State of Palestine and the State of Israel to exist in accordance with the international plan the Road Map, on the basis of a fair decision of the issue of Palestinian refugees, proceeding from relevant principles of international law and resolutions of the United Nations, which would facilitate the establishment of security, peace, stability and cooperation between all the peoples of region, including the State Palestine with the capital in sacred Al-Quds Al-Sharif (Jerusalem).

 Once again I convey the warmest greetings from President Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian leadership and I affirm our support to all resolutions and decisions that will be adopted at this Summit and I emphasize our readiness to play an active and constructive role in achieving those goals for the sake of which CICA was created.
Message by the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 

to the Second CICA Summit, 

delivered by the UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 

Ibrahim Gambari

I am pleased to send greetings to the Second Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, which hanged as an important institution for strengthening cooperation, peace and friendship on the Asian continent.

This summit draws upon a region of tremendous diversity, with human and natural resources that have much to offer each other and the world. Many Member States are establishing new commercial ties, and creating fresh possibilities for growth and development. Still others are searching for opportunities to realize their full potential. Such differences notwithstanding, CICA plays a helpful role in advancing fruitful interaction and exchange, and in promoting conditions for stable economic growth. The United Nations, for its part, welcomes the deepening of ties between newly established CICA structures and the UN system.

Since your first Summit in 2002, the CICA process has gained momentum with the elaboration of key principles and with various multilateral and bilateral initiatives in the security, economic, environmental and cultural spheres. I am glad to know that CICA is promoting the peaceful settlement of disputes. I welcome the opportunity to deepen UN-CICA cooperation in combating terrorism. And I am encouraged by the steps you are taking to promote tolerance and mutual understanding.

The breadth of Member States represented at this Summit illustrates the potential of the CICA process to provide effective responses to today’s challenges to international peace and security. Please accept my best wishes for success in your deliberations.

PART II. 

GREETINGS

to the CICA Chairman,

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the CICA
Greetings by the President

of the People’s Republic of China 

Hu Jintao 
Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to cordially congratulate You on the occasion of the 15th anniversary since the creation of the CICA. 

I note with pleasure that within 15 years the CICA development, it has become a strong platform for exchange of dialogue between the countries of the region and has played a constructive role in maintaining security and stability in the region. All these achievements are inseparable from your active initiative. Being a CICA Member State and strategic partner of Kazakhstan, Chinese side will as before continue to support, actively participate in the Conference process, as well as promote CICA’s continuous achievements of the future successes jointly with Kazakhstan.       
Today the strategic partnership between People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Kazakhstan is successfully developing and exchange and cooperation in various spheres are deepening on. At present, the relevant agencies of the both states are vigorously implementing agreements and documents, which were respectively reached and signed during my visit to Kazakhstan in August this year.

I am confident that with joint efforts of both sides, the relations of the strategic partnership of China and Kazakhstan will give opportunity for even stronger development for the benefit of the both states and their peoples.   
I wish You good health and success in all of Your endeavours!

President of the People’s Republic of China 

Hu Jintao 
Greetings by the President

of the Russian Federation

Vladimir Putin

Esteemed  Nursultan Abishevich,

I heartily congratulate you on the occasion of forthcoming 15th anniversary of the initiative to convene the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA).

Mainly thanks to your efforts, this forum has come to occupy a prominent place in recent years among the multi-national organisations in the Asian continent and has proved to be efficient mechanism to elaborate collective approaches to resolve actual regional problems.

Today the CICA enters new stage of its activities which involves realisation of Confidence Building Measures in economic, environmental and human dimensions and also in countering new challenges and threats. In Russia we attach great importance to this valuable work and we are ready for close and fruitful interaction with Kazakhstan.

On the eve of this remarkable event, I would like to say with confidence that the Conference will continue to effectively use its potential for the benefit our countries and peoples and in the interest and prosperity in Asia.

Respectfully yours,                                          

President of the Russian Federation

Vladimir Putin

Greetings by the Prime Minister

of the Republic of India

Manmohan Singh

Excellency,

I have the pleasure in conveying felicitations on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the establishment of the ‘Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia’.
It is through your vision and leadership that CICA has emerged as an important forum for exchange of views on a broad range of issues impacting on the stability and security in our region. The world today is faced with new threats and challenges, which can be effectively dealt with only through collective action. In this context, we recognize the role being played by CICA towards the promotion of dialogue-based mutual understanding as well as confidence and consensus building among its member-states.

India has had the privilege to be associated with the Conference since its inception. We have supported the CICA process, as yet another dimension of the traditionally warm and friendly relations between India and Kazakhstan, which we seek to consolidate ever further.   

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Prime Minister of the Republic of India

Manmohan Singh

Greetings by the President of the Republic of Korea

Roh Moo-hyun
Your Excellency, 
On behalf of the Government and the people of the Republic of Korea                       I congratulate You on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the commencement of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) and CICA Day. We attach high value to the constructive role of the Conference in preserving peace and stability in the Asian region. 
Please allow me to extend my respect for Your initiative to convene the CICA with the view to make peace and harmony sustainable. I wish You to achieve fruitful results in further realization of similar initiatives. 
At the same time I would like to wish for further development of the bilateral cooperation between our countries, which has been developing since the establishment of the diplomatic relations in 1992. Being CICA members, Korea and Kazakhstan are making joint efforts for ensuring and strengthening stability. I am confident that cooperation in this direction will continue in the future. 
Wish You good health and wellbeing as well as further prosperity to Kazakhstan. 
Sincerely, 
President of the Republic of Korea
Roh Moo-hyun 
Greetings by the President

of the State of Israel
Shimon Peres

Your Excellency,

It gives me please to convey to you my best wishes on the occasion of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA).
Since the establishment of the CICA, Israel has taken an active role in the Almaty process and contributed to the development of this forum.

We support the CICA framework as it is based on good will and mutual understanding and because it is forum for free dialogue, which seeks to develop cooperation between states in Asia and to promote peace and security through a mechanism of confidence building measures.

We believe that the CICA experience may be applicable to other parts of the world including the Middle East, and we look forward to the realization of the CICA vision. 
Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely, 
President of the State of Israel
Shimon Peres
Greetings by the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Ilham Aliyev 
Dear Nursultan Abishevich, 
I cordially congratulate You on the 15th anniversary of the Conference of Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia.  

The idea of convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia was proposed by You in 1992 at the 47th session of the UN General Assembly. With a sense of satisfaction I would like to note that the Conference nowadays brings a significant contribution to the processes of maintaining peace, ensuring security and stability in the Asian continent, to the expansion of political and economic cooperation among states and regional integration.  
The Republic of Azerbaijan attaches a special significance to the development and deepening of constructive cooperation within the framework of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. From this viewpoint, transnational projects, which are being implemented by the joint efforts of our countries, serve to strengthening of peace, stability and economic security in the region. 
In some regions social issues and poverty create grounds for proliferation of new threats. In this context, economic growth and sustainable development enhance opportunities for our states to adequately meet the new threats.  Expansion of political and economic cooperation is a significant step in strengthening the trust in this sphere. 

I am confident that cooperation between our countries within the framework of international and regional organizations will play an important role in developing bilateral Azerbaijan-Kazakhstan relations and constructive and mutually beneficial partnership at all levels will facilitate the development of our region. 

Dear Mr. President, wish You good health, happiness and to the brotherly people of Kazakhstan – well-being and prosperity. 

With deep respect, 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Ilham Aliyev 
Greetings by the President of Mongolia 

Nambaryn Enkhbayar 
Dear Mr. President,
Please accept our heartfelt felicitations on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. I express with satisfaction that today the Conference convened by your initiative and active support plays a leading role in the Asian continent, consistently strengthening its organizational structure and successfully realizing its key task, which is strengthening trust among peoples of our vast region. 
The moving force of our forum is bringing together efforts aimed at meeting the new challenges of the time of globalization, ensuring security and stability in the Asian region, promoting trust among peoples, tackling all the contradictory issues through negotiations, which fully correspond to the principles of the Mongolia’s foreign policy. That is why within the framework of its multifaceted foreign policy, Mongolia has been strongly supporting the idea to convene CICA and from the very beginning of its establishment has taken part in its activities.  And the country is determined to close cooperation here forth within the framework of the CICA.   
15 years is a short span of time from the historic viewpoint, but these have been the years of joint efforts of the Republic of Kazakhstan, other Member-States and Observers to create a framework for the CICA activities and consolidate its legal base. I am fully confident that the role and importance of the CICA will continue to grow in the international relations.
Mr. President, 
I would like to underline your personal contribution to the common endeavour of ensuring peace, stability and prosperity of Asia. 
We highly appreciate the fact that you, Mr. President, give immense importance to the development of Mongo-Kazakh relations. I will be pleased to further continue cooperation with you to carry out those arrangements, which were reached during my state visit to the Republic of Kazakhstan in August this year.

I sincerely wish you, Your Excellency, happiness, health and success in your endeavours. I am confident that multilateral cooperation between the friendly peoples of Mongolia and Kazakhstan will unabatedly continue to flourish. 
Sincerely, 
President of Mongolia 

Nambaryn Enkhbayar
Greetings by the President

of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Kurmanbek Bakiyev 

Dear Nursultan Abishevich, 
Please accept my sincere and heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the remarkable date - 15th anniversary of Your initiative to convene the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. 

“A path and thousand steps” in developing CICA initiative commenced with Your address at the 47th session of the UN General Assembly in October 1992 and present cooperation of the Forum’s participants countries is a bright evidence of the efficiency of the efforts being taken to set up a modern mechanism for strengthening security in Asia. 

Comprehensive interaction in seeking and adopting effective measures in countering the new challenges and threats is one of the key elements in ensuring peace and stability on the regional and global levels.  
The Almaty Act of the CICA, which was adopted in 2002, laid the ground for fulfilling the aspirations to establish in Asia a common indivisible area of security, where all the countries of the Asian continent coexist. 

I am confident that consistent steps in realizing CICA will facilitate further deepening relations of partnership and mutually beneficial cooperation, which meet the basic interests of our peoples as well as the tasks of ensuring peace and security in the region. 
Sincerely,                                                                          

President of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Kurmanbek Bakiyev 

Greetings by the Secretary General
of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Marc Perrin de Brichambaut
Your Excellency,

Please allow me to congratulate you on the 15lh anniversary of the establishment of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia.
We all know the crucial role which Kazakhstan has played in the creation of this forum. From our own experience, we are fully aware in the OSCE what a challenging task it is to establish such a forum and navigate it successfully through such a diverse political environment. The importance of such fora for ensuring stability and prosperity in our regions should never be underestimated. CICA has become an established intergovernmental forum for dialogue and cooperation on security issues in Asia.

I would like to thank you for having invited the OSCE to participate in CICA meetings. Since both of our organizations have similar goals we are, as always, ready to share our experience.
Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration.
OSCE Secretary General

Marc Perrin de Brichambaut
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I would like to extend my warmest regards and congratulations to the Republic of Kazakhstan as the Chairman of the CICA as well as to all the CICA Member States on the occasion of the CICA Day, which this year marks its 15th Anniversary.

Fifteen years ago, when H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev pointed out the need for a confidence-building initiative in Asia, our world was going through tremendous changes. The Cold War had ended recently; the new set-up in international relations was unfolding itself to unknown challenges, as well as opportunities. I believe that the CICA was born out of a way of thinking which correctly grasped the need to identify and meet these challenges, and turn them into opportunities.

Today, as we are facing an ever-evolving security environment, our need for pro​-active and dynamic international and regional initiatives has increased more than ever. I believe that, for a number of reasons, CICA is in a best position to serve this need.

First, CICA, by introducing the concept of confidence and security building measures has made a unique contribution to peace and security in its geography. In view of contemporary risks, challenges and threats, co-operation, interaction and dialogue are the only methods to ensure our peoples a world of peace, prosperity and safety. No nation can manage to confront and eliminate these risks, challenges and threats on its own. CICA, taking off from this understanding, aims not only to establish an atmosphere of interaction and dialogue, but also to provide a solid mechanism where its members can interact and co-operate on a structured and a day-to-day basis. Confidence and security building, and concrete measures pertaining to it, has been tested successfully elsewhere in our globe. CICA came into existence just at the right time, when the post-Cold War Asia needed a confidence building mechanism of its own.

Second the unique structure of its membership puts CICA in an ideal position to cope with the risks, challenges and threats, given their trans-boundary nature. Today, CICA geography stretches from Middle East to Far East, encompassing the Eurasian space, with countries, each having their peculiar security needs and concerns. On the other hand, despite their differences, CICA has achieved to bring these States together around a common purpose of eliminating risks and threats such as terrorism organized crime, and global environmental problems, through a shared notion of cooperation in political, military, economic and human fields. This is the right kind of understanding that would foster peace and prosperity.

Third, CICA’s approach to peace and security is comprehensive, which is imperative for any multinational structure in the 21st century to achieve success. Risks, challenges and threats are indissolubly linked to one another. A given situation in one aspect of security would have direct or indirect impacts on another. In this highly volatile and sometimes unpredictable environment, as the States, our solutions should also be multi, rather than single or bi-dimensional, taking into account various factors and possibilities. This is exactly what directs CICA in its perception of the world, which is duly reflected in its Confidence Building Catalogue of 2004 that covers military-political, economic, environmental and human dimensions alongside with new challenges and threats. I sincerely hope that the Catalogue will be used to its full potential in the long run.

CICA, was clearly a step in the right direction taken fifteen years ago. Its strength and relevance in the international fora will increase more in the future as we, the Member States, the driving force of CICA, display the will and allocate the resources to take it further. As I look to the past, I can definitely underline that CICA has walked through its path thanks to this political will. What started as a conference fifteen years ago has evolved into, through two Summit Meetings in the last five years, a respected body within the international community. At the last CICA Summit of 2006, where I had the honour to participate in my capacity as the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, we celebrated the historic moment of establishing the CICA Secretariat. Vesting CICA with the institutional framework that it deserved, proved to be another right step. Today, we observe with proud that, interest of other countries to join the CICA family is increasing each day and CICA’s relations with other international and regional organizations is getting stronger and stronger.

I would like to use this opportunity to reiterate my country’s continuous support and active participation in CICA also in the future, express our gratitude to                  H.E. Nursultan Nazarbayev in particular and to our friendly and brotherly nation of Kazakhstan in general for initiating and leading CICA up to today, as well as my heartfelt appreciation for all the Member States of CICA who displaced the necessary will and dedication that took our CICA process so far.

STRENGTHENING OF MUTUAL TRUST AND STIMULATION OF COMMON COOPERATION

YYang Jiechi
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 (Congratulation on the occasion of the 15th CICA Anniversary)
On the occasion of the CICA Day and 15th Anniversary of CICA I have the honour to extend my congratulations and best wishes to the initiator and the Chairman State - Kazakhstan. 

15 years ago, at 47th session of the UN General Assembly, H.E. Mr. President N.A.Nazarbayev, taking into consideration changes and developments taking place in the international and regional situation at that time, made the proposal to convene CICA. This initiative corresponded with aspiration for the peace and development of all Asian nations and trends of an epoch of cooperation and dialogue, as a result, the proposal received immediate and welcoming support from all countries of the region. During 15 years of the successful development of Kazakhstan, as an independent sovereign state, CICA also passed unordinary way, its mechanism was continuously improved, the areas of cooperation were constantly expanded, its influence grew from day to day and the important and remarkable role of the Conference on the issues of security and cooperation in Asia has emerged. CICA has promoted dialogue, exchange and relations between diverse nationalities and civilizations and created a favorable platform for joint discussion on key issue of development. China, being the member state of the Conference, and a good friend, neighbour and partner of Kazakhstan, is sincerely happy for development and achievements of CICA.

China, as a good neighbour and strategic partner, always attaches high importance to the promotion of CICA and takes an active part in this process.  The President of the People’s Republic of China participated twice in the CICA Summits in 2002 and 2006 where he made important statements. During the process of creation of the CICA mechanism and development of documents, China always closely coordinated its activity with Kazakhstan and also with all the member states of the Conference, thus demonstrating its activity and playing a constructive role. China will continue to adhere the basic CICA goals and principles and support further strengthening of its important role in maintaining regional security in Asia and expansion of cooperation in the region.

Currently deep and complex changes are taking place on the international scene and in the region, multipolarity and globalization of the world are proceeding at a fast pace. Mutual links and interdependence of the states of the region are increasing; the aspiration to the peace and development, security and stability is strengthening. Only by further strengthening of political trust and mutual understanding between the countries, overcoming various obstacles, strictly adhering to the principle of the taking into account the situations in the states of the region, and relying on all the countries in the region and the existing regional organizations and mechanisms it is possible to realize the ancient dream of the peoples to create a harmonious region which will be different for lasting peace and common prosperity.

China is firmly moving on the path of peaceful development, and conducts the policy of mutual benefit and common gains. The development of China is inseparably linked with the region, the development of China facilitates enhancing of peace in the region and offers a strong impetus for its development. China strictly adheres to the policy of goodwill and partnership with its neighbours, policy of good neighbourliness, common security and prosperity with its surroundings. China, together with the CICA member states, wishes to make every effort for opening an avenue for the bright of the region.

I am confident that with an active support of Kazakhstan and joint efforts of the CICA member states, the Conference will be able to receive global recognition, and will continue to improve its activities and play a greater role in the strengthening of mutual understanding and mutual trust between the states of the region as well as facilitate creation of harmonious region and promotion of civilized dialogue.

FORUM OF TRUST

Andrei Denisov
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When the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.Nazarbayev proposed the idea of convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) at the 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1992, the world was at the crossroads of either returning to bipolar regime of “the cold war” or moving towards more stable and safer world order, based on genuine collective efforts, mutual trust and international law. 

With fading away of military-political blocs the confrontation field had narrowed. There appeared a real prospect to redirect enormous resources which were earlier used to be spent for maintaining the balance of forces to deal with such acute issues as overcoming economic underdevelopment and poverty, prevention of environmental degradation. New opportunities for social and economic progress as well as for mutual cultural enrichment opened speedy advert of the era of globalization. 

Nevertheless, the world has not become a safer place. More likely, it turned other way around. The main reason lies in unabatedly increasing challenges and threats to the world community. They lead to the disparities in the development, fraught with conflicts based on social, economic, ethnic and religious grounds, the expansion o the terrorism’s breeding grounds, organized crime and drug trafficking. Relapses of the unilateral military acts, caused by the syndrome of “the victory in the Cold War” create security shortcomings for all the states. Stagnation in the field of disarmament gives a rise to the threat of the proliferation of the weapons of mass destruction. Rivalry to have an access to the natural resources, especially in the energy sector, has become aggravated. The concept of ideological confrontation is been replaced by the clash of civilizations.

 In this context, the task of making the global processes more manageable has taken a central place in the agenda of the international policy. The unconditional priority of the world community along with the adaptation of the UN to the modern realties and interaction of the G8 with other leading countries has become strengthening of the role of the important regional organizations and fora. 

In these conditions, the proposal of the Republic of Kazakhstan to set up on the Asian continent an intergovernmental dialogue platform for working out confidence building measures in the economic, ecological and humanitarian spheres as well as in countering the new challenges and threats has proven very timely and relevant. Despite the view of some skeptics, who were of the opinion that that its realization was premature, the processes of regional cooperation steadily gained in strength.

Today the Asian region remains as one of the most explosive on the planet. Still acute are in this part of the world the issues of tackling local conflicts, combating terrorism, religious and ethnic extremism, drug and weapon trafficking.

At the same time Asia is becoming “the workshop of the modern world”, a powerhouse of the world economy, key generator and consumer of scientific and technical innovations.  At the Forum the paramount attention is also paid to these aspects of the continent’s life. Among its unconditional priorities is the development of confidence building measures in environment protection.

Thus, the activities of the Conference directly concern political and economic interests of the Member States. From the very beginning Russia has supported the proposal of Kazakhstan to launch the CICA mechanism that reflects realties of the emerging multipolar architecture of international relations, which are in line with efforts to establish collective and legal principles of the world policy. 

During these years there were two CICA Summits; Ministerial and Expert meetings are being held on regular basis, the Secretariat has started functioning. 

Russia’s representatives actively participate in the work of the Forum; make their contribution to enhancement of its efficiency. We are ready to continue to do our best to facilitate development of a constructive dialogue and equal cooperation with our partners in dealing with the key issues of the continent. We are confident that the Conference has a promising future. As underlined by President Vladimir V. Putin during the Second CICA Summit in June 2006 in Almaty: “CICA process day by day proves its viability and essence, while superiority of dialogue over confrontation,  supremacy of the cooperation and advantages of compromise over disagreements and distrust, approachability of mutual understanding and interaction for the sake of common people” . 

CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA: A VIEWPOINT ON THE PART OF SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION 

Bolat Nurgaliyev
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Processes taking place within the framework of the CICA certainly attract the attention of the SCO Member States. 

This interest is objectively justified since present SCO member and observer states had at that time actively supported the idea of convening the Conference which was proposed by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, N.A.Nazarbayev, in 1992 at 47th session of General Assembly of the United Nations. Today they are actively involved as founders in the activities of the Conference; in fact they had formed the initiative group of the states, led by Kazakhstan, which set up the nucleus of the CICA. 

Being a pan-Asian forum aimed at considering and tackling key regional issues and developing cooperation between the participating countries, the CICA is engaged in the realization of ideas, which mostly correspond to the purposes and tasks of the Shanghai organization. The theme and importance of issues debated in the CICA adequately reflect the diversity of the Asian political and economic landscape. It is not a coincidence that the unequivocal motivation, at all levels of the Conference, is to do everything possible to create firm legal base of the Asian system of the preventive diplomacy. 

SCO and CICA are united by similar approaches to the fundamental issues of the contemporary world – dealing with regional conflicts, strengthening the basic mechanisms of non-proliferation, seeking common responses to the urgent challenges: terrorism, separatism, extremism, drug trafficking, transnational crime, illegal trafficking of weapons. 

For the SCO countries the following situation is interesting:  within the ranks of the Conference, there are entities who do not always share similar views on most of the issues, including those of in the context of bilateral relations. The very fact that they are participating in the CICA activities, despite the existing deep disagreements and contradictions, shows their aspiration to find a way out of political and economic difficulties, where they have ended up due to the zigzags of historical process. The open dialogue within the framework of the Conference creates favourable conditions for reaching mutually acceptable decisions on the most difficult issues.

The Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, adopted by the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs in 2004 has become an important international document, where a wide range of political instruments are presented in the form of confidence building measures in military-political, counter-terrorism, economic, humanitarian and cultural spheres in dealing with sensitive issues of the Asian security. 

The initiative on setting up a partner network of multilateral organizations in the Asia and Pacific region which was put forward at the Tashkent SCO Summit in 2004 creates promising prospects for forming a system of regional security and cooperation which would work on the basis of the international law and in compliance with the Charter of the United Nations. I underline that during the subsequent Astana, Shanghai and Bishkek Summits, the Heads of States emphasized that stability and security in Asia can first of all be reached by the efforts of the states of this region on the basis of the established inter-governmental associations in the region. Naturally, fruitful contacts and interaction between the executive bodies of the SCO and CICA should be aimed at it. 

I am confident that regular consultations and mutual exchange of information go in compliance with the SCO Charter and the CICA Almaty Act and will allow for effective promotion of the mission of peace and security in the Eurasian region. 

SECURITY ISSUES IN ASIA: ROLE OF CICA

MURATBEK IMANALIEV
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After the Second World War serious and deep "cracks" appeared on the political map of the world, which were accompanied by unchecked arms race, military conflicts and political opposition at all global and regional forums, including the United Nations Organization. At the same time, in Europe, where the two world wars originated, and where the main dividing line passed, serious discussions began on the possibility of creating a collective security system on the basis of the Yalta and Potsdam arrangements, which predetermined for the first time, the immutable and inviolable borders between the European states in the post-war period. Holding of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Europe in 1975 in the capital of Finland was an outstanding achievement of political leaders of the European continent. As is known, later on the Conference was transformed into an Organization, which continues to function effectively despite certain problems that arose lately.

The major reformative impact of the Helsinki Charter, in my opinion, was the fact that the governments of many European states started recognizing principles and the provisions laid down in the Charter. As is known, the Charter also became the source of the establishment of some principles of the international law.

Altogether different situation developed on the Asian continent in the post-war period where, besides the dividing "cracks" left by world war, new issues/conflicts emerged as consequences of the colonial system.

Unlike Europe, where with great efforts, a bridge was established through the ideological chasm, Asia was faced with inter-religious and even inter-civilization contradictions. All the major military conflicts of second half of the 20th century occurred in Asia including Korean, Vietnamese, a number of Middle Eastern, India-Pakistan wars, the Afghan conflict, etc.

Even today, many regions of Asia remain explosive and the potential of a conflict is great enough. It is necessary to note that today Asia is facing a real and serious problem of military nuclear programs. India and Pakistan are recognized by the international community as de facto military nuclear powers, and more than ten Asian states qualify as so-called "the threshold countries".

At the same time, the humanity having made the nuclear disarmament a priority  of second half of the 20th century, has practically overlooked the pile-up of the conventional arms which have been undergoing qualitative and quantitative  improvement over the years and illegal trafficking in conventional arms has been rising. At the same time, it is necessary to emphasize that institutions and mechanisms, which could restrain the arms race and maintain a reasonable military balance, are not present in Asia.

It does not mean that Heads of States in the continent were not seized of the problems of peace and cooperation in Asia. In fact, the Asian traditional philosophical and ideological views on the world order as the conflict-free Monastery of the human being was alive and it remains alive and effective even today. In my opinion, this was the reason for convening the Bandung Conference in 1955 during which leaders of the Asian states tried to discuss the security issues and developments on the premise of solidarity of the peoples of the so-called developing world. However, the issues of developing institutions, mechanisms and constructive projects for further promotion of this idea remained in the background of the Conference. The brilliant ideas of Bandung could not stand the test of ideological contradictions, political predilections and other “pileups” of the bipolar world of the last century.         

However, I do not wish to belittle the role and importance of the Bandung Conference: the immortal names of outstanding Asian leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Chou En Lai are entered by gold letters in the history of strengthening of peace and cooperation in Asia.

On October 5, 1992 during the 47th session of the UN General Assembly the President of Kazakhstan H.E. Mr. N.Nazarbayev took the initiative of proposing the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, the core idea of which was creation of an Asian structure, which would be able to unite the states of the Asian continent with a view of ensuring of a stability and security on the most extensive and multicultural region of the world.

It needed a great foresight and political courage to proclaim the understanding and the position on the future development of Asia from the platform of the global forum at a time of chaos and unpredictability of post-Soviet era when CIS countries were just gaining independence. In fact many world leaders, well-known politicians, powerful diplomats and experts had treated the initiative of the Kazakhstan president with considerable skepticism, and in many cases, it was seen as an as attempt on the part of the new state to draw attention. However the wisdom of N.Nazarbaeyv's proposal comprised in an understanding of the urgency of this issue for Asia and the belief that after some time the Asian leaders will understand his idea and will support it. At the time when Asia was facing some of the most complicated problems and nobody dared to even discuss the subject of creating an Asian dialogue on strengthening of stability and security even in the back rooms, it was really necessary to have a courageous political figure to put forward this initiative and undertake its realization.

What is the reality and relevance of the creation of CICA? First of all it was necessary to develop preventive measures for strengthening of mutual understanding from point of view of historical experience of Europe with an aim to create harmoniously designed system of security on the Asian continent. It is obvious that dynamic economic development of the countries of Asia has also had few negative impacts, like increase in military budgets, which are quite often unjustified and unmotivated, under conditions of escalation of international terrorism and extremism. The increase in outlays for military budgets generates an arms race that ultimately affects not only the international situation in Asia, which is already fraught with occurrence of confrontations, but also the social and economic situation in the region that in turn can provoke internal burning issues. It is a very tricky question whether the political thought and development of political elites are able to oversee the rising stream of "military budgets". In this context CICA has offered an opportunity to Asians not only for better understanding of each other and to cooperate on monitoring and managing conflict issues, but also, in some cases, to help resolve some other problems by the creating institutions and mechanisms for prevention of conflict and creating situation for a wide economic and cultural exchange and for free functioning of the philosophy of peace.

The Declaration on the principles guiding relations between the CICA Member States of 1999 and the Almaty Act of 2002 have laid the basic approaches for resolution of contemporary fundamental problems, settlement of regional conflicts, countering new challenges and threats:  terrorism, religious and ethnic extremism, drug trafficking, transnational crimes, illegal arms traffic, etc.

I would particularly like to underline the importance of the CICA Catalogue of CBMs which was adopted by the decision of the 2nd CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs meeting. It is the first Asian international document which envisages a multilateral cooperation between the states of the region on the impressive list of issue connected with strengthening of stability and security. The Cooperative Approach for the implementation of CICA CBMs approved in March 2007, and aimed at the realization of the Catalogue, is already a serious instrument of the Conference which will be able to promote a consecutive and dynamic development of the CICA ideas.

The CICA leaders and the Secretariat, when they are designing the international structure, should not forget that CICA is also large scale common Asian process for various aspects of the activities of human beings. In this context, it is difficult to overestimate the importance of CICA. It is obvious that the goals of various regional international fora including ASEAN, SAARC, SCO and others are development of cooperation and strengthening of security. Their active association with the CICA process could allow them a favorable opportunity "to check the watch" and to develop and unify the approaches to continental projects.

I am confident that CICA has a great and promising future. Since peace, stability, security and development are expectations and are in interest of all nations including those in Asia. It is fifteen years is since the beginning of the process but the most important fact is that it is supported by not only Asians but also representatives of other continents.

CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES – FOR RAPPROCHMENT BETWEEN EAST AND WEST

Viktor B. Bogatyr

During these modern times, with the acceleration of the processes of globalization and rapid growth of Asia, which many experts expect to become “the engine” of the global development in the 21st century, the Asian nations are coming to understand the importance of setting up an integrated structure that aims to create a common political, economic and cultural space in the continent. There is a growing understanding of the urgency to create a common security structure and readiness to demonstrate free will in the direction of gradual easing the tension and reaching agreements on the foremost priority areas in the field of disarmament and arms-control as well as elaboration of the confidence building measures.     

Kazakhstan as the initiator of establishing amicable relationship 
For more than 15 years, Kazakhstan has been carrying out work on promoting the initiative on convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) put forward by President N. Nazarbayev at the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1992. 
The importance of the Asian continent on the geopolitical space is determined by its enormous human and territorial resources as well as sustainable economic growth. At the same time, major military conflicts (Middle East, Iraq, Afghanistan, Kashmir, etc.), natural calamities (tsunami in South-East Asia, number of devastating earthquakes in Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and Indonesia) and biological threats (spread of bird flu) of the last few decades have also concentrated in Asia.   Since a large number of Asian states, in many respects, bear the burden of historic issues resulting from both the colonial past as well as the modern ethnic, religious, economic, cultural and civilizational divides, convening of such a structure has become the first step towards creation of a universal security structure in Asia. Existence of very poor and very rich countries as neighbors, territorial disputes, ethnic conflicts and separatism are but a small fraction of the issues that need to be addressed by the countries of the region. In this context the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia has become a first ever serious attempt of the Asian countries towards creating a system for regulating intra-regional relations without involvement of outside intermediaries. 

The CICA ideas meet the requirements of the Asian states. They reflect understanding of the importance of implementing effective measures for the development of the political vector of cooperation. The continent of Asia today is facing the emblematic realities of the emergence of such factors as international terrorism, religious extremism, illegal circulation of narcotics and light arms, trafficking in human beings. The above issues have acquired global dimensions and pose imminent threats to peace and stability. Therefore, the strategy of long-term development of the region’s states requires collective efforts in countering the challenges of global and regional nature.  

The first step towards creating the confidence building measures was the meeting of the foreign ministers in 1999, when the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations between the CICA Member-States was signed, which gave the prototype of the legal base for creating an Asian system for security and cooperation. The founding principles, by which the member states pledged to abide in their mutual relations, are sovereign equality, refraining from the threat or use of force, territorial integrity of member states as well as peaceful settlement of disputes, non-interference in internal affairs, disarmament and arms control. Apart from that the states laid emphasis on economic, social and cultural cooperation, protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

The first summit of the Forum was held in June 2002. It was attended by the heads of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkey, Prime Ministers of India and Azerbaijan, special envoys of Egypt, Iran, Palestine and Israel, representatives of observer countries and organizations. The First CICA Summit adopted the Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations as well as the Almaty Act that can be regarded as the Charter of CICA. The unique feature of the Almaty summit in 2002 was that the participation of leaders of such countries as India and Pakistan, Israel and Palestine at the time when the tension between them was  running high. With this the CICA confirmed its designation – it became an open forum for dealing with the issues with the aim to seek for mutually acceptable ways of settling the issues and conflicts of the region.   
In October 2004 the second Ministerial meeting was held. The main outcome this meeting was the adoption of the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs). For the first time in the history of the Asian continent came into existence such a large scale document that envisages multilateral cooperation of states in a wide spectrum of issues concerning stability and security. The main emphasis was put on the five important dimensions: military-political, countering the new challenges and threats, economic, environmental and humanitarian. CICA CBMs on one hand, and peaceful settlement of disputes and implementation of the agreements on control over arms and disarmament in the region on the other hand, are complementary to each other and can be, depending on exceptional cases, applied in parallel by the concerned countries by the mutual consent. 
On 17th June, 2006 the Second Summit of the heads of state and government of the CICA member states took place in Almaty. The gathering adopted its Declaration and set up a permanent administrative body of the Conference – the Secretariat, based in Almaty. 

In the course of several years Kazakhstan managed to prove that one of the main tasks of CICA was to minimize the existing disputes so as to do away with possible barriers on the way to expansion of cooperation, search for just and comprehensive decisions for Asia. With the passage of time, the world community became convinced of the necessity of the CICA process – no country has given up its membership in the Conference. Moreover in 2004 the Kingdom of Thailand and in 2006 the Republic of Korea became members of CICA. Other countries are also expressing their interest in the Forum.  

Gradual tackling of common issues
Unprecedented economic growth of Asia makes it necessary for the Asian countries to expand economic ties and create regional economic associations. The basic reason behind this tendency is the fact that the globalization opens the borders for free movement of capital, labour and intellectual resources and information. On the other hand the Asian countries have a set of common interests: quite advanced technologies, cheap manpower, rich natural resources and vast, yet underdeveloped markets, which may turn, under certain circumstances, into advantage and be used for the growth of national economies. 
A number of such issues as the necessity for the development of communication, unhealthy environmental situation, management of water resources, requires collective regional efforts. 
The importance of tackling the environmental issues in Asia has moved from social and administrative field to the political one and has acquired a global significance. Such issues exist all over Asia and therefore the regional countries need to work out a common model for their tackling, taking into consideration the world experience. The CICA working groups for elaborating and implementation confidence building measures in the economic, humanitarian and environmental fields have been set up. 
2007 has seen a considerable progress in fulfillment of the main goal of the CICA. On the basis of “The Catalogue of the Confidence Building Measures of the CICA” a working document “Cooperative approach for implementation of the CICA CBMs” was drafted and adopted at the regular meeting of the CICA Senior Official’s Committee (SOC) last March in Bangkok. The Cooperative Approach in fact opened a new era in the process of CICA development – the stage of practical steps aimed at implementing various cooperation projects within the Conference format. The economic part includes such important issues as creation of secure and effective transport corridors, safe delivery of energy resources, ensuring mutual flow of investments, collaboration in the ecological and humanitarian dimensions. On the issue of countermeasures against new challenges and threats, the member-states have agreed to continue the interaction.
Immediately after adoption of the above mentioned working document, some of the member-states expressed their willingness to be coordinators for different confidence building measures within CICA. For example, Turkey expressed its interest to be a coordinator in the field of new challenges and threats. Azerbaijan offered its services as coordinator in development of secure and effective system of transport corridors. Iran has agreed to coordinate with the member states of the Conference in the field of smuggling of illicit drugs and emergency response. The Republic of Korea has taken on the subjects of development of information technology and collaboration to ensure energy security. Russia is ready to become a coordinator of one of the programmes on economic dimension. 
On the Asian continent there are various groupings. At present these are structures that rely on the geographical principle: Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) as well as OSCE, which has extended the sphere of its activities to the Central Asia. There are organizations bringing together their members on certain aspects of international life: The Arab League, the Organization of Islamic Conference and Economic Cooperation Organization. The above associations have gone through a long journey of formation and evolution. In contrast to them, CICA is not an organization. It is a forum for joint consideration of the issues of ensuring peace, security and stability on the Asian continent and working out common approaches, codes of conduct, for developing and implementing the principles of peaceful coexistence and mutual cooperation of the states independent of their political and ideological set up. 


As President N. Nazarbayev, Chairman of the CICA recently noted: 

“We are ready, along with other states, to support in every manner, the endeavours aimed at bringing together the West and East in comprehending the key issues of the contemporary world order. The neighbouring countries can not cooperate in a normal manner and build plans for future without, at the same time, trusting each other. Mistrust sometimes may be good as a method, but it always loses as a principle. We are confident that henceforth the CICA will be efficiently playing the role of collective mechanism for ensuring security on the Asian continent.”
The states of the region gradually reached the understanding that CICA can become such a structure in Asia, within the whose framework, joint activities can be concentrated on the widening the spheres of common interests among the countries with diverse foreign policies as well as on dealing with the issues that touch upon everyone in the Asian region. 
CONGRATULATIONS
on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)

Tae Suk-won

On the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), I wish to extend my congratulations and respect to the Republic of Kazakhstan for its great vision in initiating and nurturing this Conference into an important international forum for peace and security in Asia.

Looking back to the past, especially at those times of uncertainty and change prevailed after the end of Cold War, without President Nursultan Nazarbayev and his long term vision it was simply impossible to establish and develop this essential international organization as it exists today. It was a blessing to the Republic of Kazakhstan to have such a great leader who has an insight into the global affairs.

For the last 15 years, despite the ever-changing international atmosphere, the CICA has been continuously developed for realizing its vision of the Asian continent, including summit and high-level meetings, systematization of the organization, and expansion of its membership.

Unlike the other part of the world, Asia is a continent with enormous diversity and this diversity has often been cited as an obstacle to cooperation. But, I believe, diversity can be turn into nourishment for closer relations for common benefits. In this respect, tolerance and peaceful coexistence based on mutual respect, peace and friendship contained in its founding documents could be very much useful toward a peaceful and prosperous Asia.

Located as it is at a crossroad on Northeast Asia, the Korean people had to endure war and national division in the previous century. Therefore, we heartily embrace the stated purpose of the CICA to foster dialogue and interaction, and to build confidence and mutual trust among nations. Further, after being in the observer status since 1993, Korea finally became a full member of the Conference last year.

As the European experience has proved, security is not necessarily subject to a zero-sum game. Win-win situations can be attained by mutual respect of each other's security interests and joint efforts toward a greater common good. As the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has shown in Europe,     I believe that the CICA can be a useful promoter of the cooperative approach in tackling with the security challenges in Asia and would contribute further to peace and security of the world for the future.

In the 21st century the Republic of Kazakhstan has become a leader of the Central Asian countries and is standing for ‘a new Kazakhstan of a new world’ through its strenuous economic developments and nation-building efforts.                      I believe that this in turn serves as a catalyst for further realization of the great vision of the CICA and the future of it looks brighter than ever before.

Believing in continuous development of the CICA and prosperity of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

ASIAN SECURITY AND CICA 

Gaddam Dharmendra

Overview

1. Before analyzing the subject of “Asian Security and CICA” (Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia), I would like to propose a framework within which to undertake this analysis. The fundamental postulate is that concepts of security differ not only from state to state but undergo changes in both time and space. 

2. From the historical perspective of the early 21st century, the preceding 20th century was dominated by two world wars followed by a Cold War. These events largely shaped mindsets and influenced perceptions of security and, determined strategic responses. During the Cold War, two groupings had squared off against each other and their overarching influence was such that this stand-off even extended to the domain of culture and arts. Consequently, the interpretative discourse of the 20th century was the defense of national borders against military aggression and associated threats. Security and diplomatic discussions came to be peppered with the jargon of ‘mutual assured destruction’, ‘crisis stability’ and ‘balance of terror’. 

3. In contrast, prevailing definitions of security in the 21st century derive from a different set of issues and seek to address a different set of concerns. Security no longer emanates from and neither is it seen as being concerned primarily with military strategy, quality of weapons systems, etc. Instead, security has come to be increasingly seen as an all inclusive term, encompassing elements like quality of human life, impact of poverty reduction strategies, sustainable development, etc.  Thus, it is to be seen not merely in terms of the capacity for military deterrence but has been broadened to include indices benchmarked in terms of purchasing power parity, of an economy’s ability to rapidly adjust to transnational economic linkages or globalization, etc. The least common denominator is the urgency of providing a stable environment, one in which security equals development. 

4. Consequently, the lingua franca of the new century revolves around issues of sustainable development, of human development, the capacity to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, challenges posed by climate change, reversal of green house gas emissions, etc. Additionally, the 21st century is increasingly seen as one where the role of the knowledge economy will play a crucial role. As some academics have assessed, globalisation in our time should also be seen to have ushered in an era where the “discourse is increasingly transnational, where knowledge networks have successfully linked think-tanks and institutions across countries, transforming them into persuasive global players”. These trends are being fanned by the globalization of communication systems that is helping shape public perceptions and discourse and which has come to exert an unprecedented influence over governmental policy.

5. This framework however should not be seen as a negation of the role military-security related issues play in policy making. After all, the state’s responsibility in facilitating a secure environment, free from external threat or internal disturbances and which is conducive to the pursuit of developmental activities, has for long been recognized. On the contrary, the proposal here is that we recognize that the traditional notion of sources of a state’s security and its flip side, sources of threat, have undergone a transformation. This simplistic, reductionist interpretation of security is particularly visible in the manner in which countries today are coalescing to address the role as well as threat posed by non-state actors, a phenomenon largely absent from traditional security discourse of the previous century. While a broad definition of non-state actors would include non-governmental organizations/ activists, transnational think-tanks, etc. it is the role of terrorism and the terrorists total lack of inhibition in resorting to mass violence, that most pre-occupies current security discourse. Here too the discourse is determined by subjective interpretations and prevailing public and governmental responses which again tend to vary across states. 

6. Taken together, these factors make it difficult to arrive at a unique understanding of security that can be applied across states.  This is an issue CICA needs to recognize so as to better address Asian Security.

15th anniversary of CICA 

7. It is against the above framework, that I would like to posit the role of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA). To start with, the CICA is celebrating its 15th year in existence. While CICA is one of the youngest regional groupings, it is among the most ambitious, especially in terms of the range of issues it seeks to address and the geographic spread of its members. It is this heterogenity that infuses CICA with potential dynamism.

8. It was Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbeyev’s initiative that set the tone for the launch of the CICA process in 1992. The initiative was seen as a reflection of the commitment of the Central Asian States and their neighbours to their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. In line with its vision of fostering peace and prosperity in Central Asia, India has from the outset given its strong support to the CICA process. In addition to historical and civilizational linkages, India’s rationale was predicated on welcoming the process as a potential for creating opportunities in economic and commercial areas, as a bedrock of security, cooperation and peaceful co-existence. 

9. Since 1999, the CICA has issued a series of declarations and adopted measures, including a framework for its functioning. The adoption by CICA in 1999 of a set of comprehensive principles to guide relations among its members was followed by, in 2002, the Almaty Act and the Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations, and, the adoption in 2004 of a Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures, aimed at ushering in an atmosphere of peace, confidence and friendship in Asia. In 2006, a permanent secretariat of the CICA was established in Almaty.  Taken together, these lay down the institutional structures and procedural mechanisms for the organization’s functioning while focusing on confidence building measures as instruments for strengthening security and cooperation and the fight against terrorism. 

10. In the 2002 Almaty Act, CICA leaders declared their “determination to form in Asia a common and indivisible area of security, where all states peacefully coexist, and their peoples live in conditions of peace, freedom and prosperity, and confident that peace, security and development complement, sustain and reinforce each other.”  The Almaty Act also contains a strong censure of separatism aided and abetted by external support: “separatism is one of the main threats and challenges to the security and stability, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of states. The Member States shall not support on the territory of another Member State any separatist movements and entities, and, if such emerge, not to establish political, economic and other kinds of relations with them, not to allow the territories and communications of the Member States to be used by the above-mentioned movements and entities, and not to render them any kind of economic, financial and other assistance”. 

11. On terrorism, the Almaty Act contains about 5 paras on the various ramifications of the menace of terrorism. Specifically, the document on ‘Declaration on Terrorism’ is an unequivocal condemnation of terrorism with CICA members declaring that “the fight against terrorism should be global, comprehensive and sustained, and not selective or discriminatory and should avoid using double standards”; and by underlining the transnational nature of terrorism the members call “for cooperation in combating terrorism with all other states, regional and international organizations and forums. Taking into account the tans-national character of terrorism, as well as its close links with other challenges and threats to security such as organized crime, narcotics and human trafficking as well as illicit arms trafficking, we will seek to foster cooperation between our relevant authorities and to maintain regular exchange of information in order to enhance international capacity to stop financing of terrorism and eliminate it”. CICA also calls for a dialogue among civilizations so as “not to allow terrorists to lure us into a conflict of religions, cultures or civilizations”. From India’s perspective, both the Almaty Act and the Declaration on Terrorism adequately reflect India's concerns related to terrorism.

Assessment of CICA Declarations

12. The purpose driven pace set by CICA is a clear reflection of CICA’s ambitious character and of its ability within a short span of time to embrace a set of documents and declarations. That this has been possible despite the diverse composition of CICA membership is a testimony to the members’ commitment. The effort evidently has been to make all members stakeholders in the CICA process and progress its goals.  

13. One issue that has not been adequately addressed and would need greater focus is that of energy conservation and environmental degradation & climate change. To take one example, the Central Asian states have borne the brunt of the impact of depletion of the Aral Sea. Similarly, CICA member countries India and China, with their rapidly growing economies, are emerging as large energy consumers. Iran, Kazakhastan and Russia are major energy supplier countries. Clearly, strategies to address and reverse environmental issues in an inclusive manner while permitting industrialization and economic development should be a priority. This can be done by pooling our experiences and resources and environment conservation issues should form a core item on the CICA agenda. 

14. To date, CICA approach has been declaratory urging members to use the CBM-route to tackle issues. From an analytical perspective, regional and sub-regional organizations can amplify individual concerns or perhaps even act as vehicles for certain states.  Equally, there are obvious limitations in such an approach, principle among which is the inherent difficulty that arises when trying to subsume heterogeneous concerns within the rubric of common declaratory postures. This is not unique to CICA but will be seen to apply to multilateralism in general. The fact is, States will continue to differ in their perceptions of what constitutes security and in the kind of responses they ultimately choose.

15. Thus, while CICA declarations are indeed commendable, it is equally important, to evolve reliable ground rules that would help our shared objective of promoting peace and security in Asia, including by reconciling diverse concerns and interests of the countries of the continent. The operative phrase here is reconciliation of diverse concerns and it is a reminder that declaratory intents require to be followed-up by real progress for them to be meaningful. In multilateral settings, the approach of individual states will differ, guided as they are by subjective interpretations while simultaneously adjusting to group dynamics. After all, it is useful to bear in mind that states will promote and/or protect their best interests and all regional organizations, including CICA, will have to contend with competing national interests. This process gets accentuated by the amorphous nature of membership and the importance of reconciling diverse concerns and interests by developing reliable ground rules which would contribute to the promotion of peace and stability. CICA will therefore need to prioritize its activities and consolidate itself before embarking upon further expansion, both in terms of further expansion of membership and in terms of establishing relations with other organizations.

The way forward

16. CICA members, including India, are committed to deepening and broadening Asian cooperation. This holds the key to unleashing the full potential of Asia for peace and development, both in the Asian continent and around the world. A graduated approach beginning with the implementation of CICA’s catalogue of confidence building measures will offer flexibility to member states to choose from a matrix of options they are comfortable with. The catalogue of CBMs contains a number of CBMs that member states can adopt on a voluntary basis. Finally, it is imperative we recognize that peace and prosperity in Asia and beyond can be ensured through a cooperative approach and by building on each others strengths. 

Asian Security and the Conference on Interaction And Confidence Building Measures in Asia

Professor Nirmala Joshi
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Over the last sixteen years the international community has been a witness to new and radical developments in Europe and Asia. The focus, however, lay in Asia or more precisely on the huge landmass - Eurasia. The bipolar approach to international politics paved the way for greater cooperation among nations. The nature of issues confronting mankind was also global in dimension that necessitated a collective approach. The trend towards globalization in the economic sphere was an additional factor complementing the collective approach. Conversely, differences among nations did not disappear completely; old rivalries resurfaced, significance of geopolitics did not loose its shine. Both the cooperative and competitive tendencies are at play in Asia, which explains the shift in international politics from Europe to the Asian continent.

Several factors help to explain the growing significance of Asia. Firstly, from the perspective of security Asia has seen a steady rise in non-traditional threats and challenges. These are the rise of international terrorism, religious extremism, aggressive nationalism, separation etc. These are powerful and dangerous forces that have the capacity to tear nations apart as it happened violently in Yugoslavia and amicably in the Soviet Union in 1991. For sometime the epicenter of this scourge lay in Afghanistan &&%£& under the Taliban rule. Despite the continuation of the war on terror in its sixth year the terrorist infrastructure has not been destroyed fully. Secondly, drug trafficking, illicit trade in small weapons, organized crime are factors that sustain militancy and the centre of such nefarious activity lies in the Eurasian region. An outcome of this activity is the socio-economic problems it is creating as well.   Thirdly, the likely spread of weapons of mass destruction as well as conventional weapons has added to the tensions. The likely aggravation of existing tensions and differences among nations especially among the States of the Former Soviet Union is a real possibility. Fourthly, the region is richly endowed with natural resources, not just energy sources, but vital minerals like uranium, gold etc. has considerably added to the importance of the region, leading many to believe that a 'great game' among the major powers is on to control these natural resources.   Fifthly, Asia is likely to emerge as the transport hub connecting East with West, North with South.   In this regard several plans are afoot.   These transport links have acquired importance because the safety of sea-lanes and commerce through it could be jeopardized by terrorist activity. Sixthly, Asia has the fastest growing economies, for example, China, Japan, South Korea, India, and Singapore etc.   It is also here that the largest population of the world resides. Today for the above-mentioned factors Asia has drawn world attention, and this attention has not at all flagged rather it has grown in the last sixteen years. The focus is on security as well as economic issues.
Envisaging some of these issues as early as 1992, President Nursultan Nazarbayev in his maiden speech to the United Nations General Assembly put forward the concept of preventive diplomacy as an absolute necessity because in Nazarbayev's perception "the question of borders is a powder keg that could explode at any moment". An observation that has proved prophetic. A collective approach to meet the challenges of the future was essential. The instability emanating from the difficulties involved in the transition process, the exacerbation of existing conflicts and the likely emergence of new ones were some of the other issues envisaged by Nazarbayev.  His perceptive ideas that emanated from his understanding gradually took the shape in the form of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) initiative.

Once the CICA initiative was launched it took a lot of painstaking work to formalize and give it a definite shape. A Special Working Group was constituted with this task. A major milestone in that direction was the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations between the CICA Member States adopted on 14 September 1999 at Almaty. The highlight of the Declaration was that it was adopted by Foreign Ministers of fifteen countries, who supported the CICA initiative, and convincingly demonstrated that the initiative had gained acceptability. The Declaration emphasized the importance of tolerance in international relations and the indivisibility of security in Asia and to fight such negative developments in a joint and concerted manner.

It was, however, in June 2002 that the first summit meeting was held in Almaty. At this historic summit meeting two documents were adopted; the Almaty Act laid the legal basis of CICA, and the Declaration on Elimination of Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations. It was clear from the very beginning that CICA was conceived as a forum where members meet, interact with each other, and if possible, resolve differences in an amicable manner. An integral component of CICA is the confidence building measures among members. Such an approach would reduce the threat to peace, security and enhance cooperation among members. It would also foster and promote common values, mutual understanding and instill confidence among each other.

Subsequently, a CICA Secretariat was established in Almaty.   An interesting point to be noted is that the Secretariat's financial requirements are met by voluntary contributions. An important date in the history of CICA was 22 October 2004 when the Foreign Ministers of member countries met in Almaty to give a further impetus to the CICA process.  "The Catalogue of Confidence Measures of CICA'1 was approved.  The catalogue encompasses economic environmental and human dimensions.  In June 2006 the Second Summit meeting was held in Almaty.   The summit provided an excellent opportunity to leaders of 18 countries to exchange views, discuss and debate issues of common concerns.  Hence we find that since the inception of the concept in 1992, the crux of this initiative lay in providing a forum to its members where through dialogue and mutual understanding issues could be resolved in a peaceful manner. This was essential as hot beds of tensions lay in Asia.   Whether border conflicts, challenge of religious extremism and separatism, smuggling of small weapons, the danger of the spread of weapons of mass destruction were highly dangerous issues which required joint and concerted efforts.  It was Nazarbayev's foresight which visualized such threats and led him to launch the CICA initiative. In the words of Jandos Asanov, Executive Director in the CICA Secretariat "... the CICA in its current format is a kind of arena for exchange of opinions, for the start of a dialogue .... transition from confrontation to compromise and consensus ...".

The membership of CICA is large and diverse (eighteen members and several countries with Observer status). Some of the countries are developed while some are developing, but all the countries have rich and varied experience and the CICA is an excellent forum to exchange and share ideas and experiences. CICA is perhaps the only regional organization comprising of Eigypt and Israel at one end to China at the other hand.   It seems that the thrust of CICA is to broaden the parameters of security by involving many Asian countries, not just those from the region.   Such an approach is understandable   since   the   newly   emerged   countries   have   to   consolidate   their independence, traverse the difficult path of transition from centralized planned economy to a free market one and from a totalitarian system to a liberal democratic polity, and importantly search for ways to overcome their landlocked status.  From that perspective CICA provides the wonderful opportunity to discuss such concerns.   That the CICA initiative has been welcomed by Asian countries is evident from the fact that leaders at the highest level have attended the meetings.   If past experience is an indication, it is plausible that CICA would emerge as a viable regional grouping moving in the direction of regional cooperation. Today regions cannot be understood in narrow terms as efforts to link regions either by energy pipelines infrastructure or transport corridors Asia is drawing closer to one another; distances are diminishing.  As mentioned this process is already evident in Asia.  Hence it is not implausible that CICA could emerge as viable a grouping promoting regional cooperation.    In the final analysis whether security or development or the progress of mankind depends a great deal on efforts by nations themselves.  As observed by Nazarbayev "Those of us who gathered in Almaty (June 2006) are united by one goal, to bring stability and security in Asia.   The road towards this goal is long and winding. But we have decided to travel that road together".
EVOLUTION OF CICA

Jandos Asanov
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We are very soon going to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the CICA process which will be a very important milestone in the evolution of CICA. The idea of convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia was first proposed by H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on 5 October 1992, at the 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly and this marked the beginning of the CICA process.

This was also the time when globalisation was increasingly coming into focus. After the end of the cold war, world was getting inter-connected and inter-dependent not only economically, but also politically. However, globalisation was being viewed as a double edged weapon. While proponents showcased the advantages in the form of economic development and liberalisation of trade and economic relations, opponents trumpeted the issues of economic and political exploitation and so on. One thing, of course, was clear that along with the spread of economic development and democracy, globalisation also led to internationalisation of new challenges and threats, including terrorism. It was becoming clear that only way to enjoy the benefits of globalisation and fight its challenges, was through dialogue and cooperation in a secure and stable environment.   

At that time Asia did not have any structure covering the entire continent for addressing the above issues and promoting peace, security and stability. Before the launch of the CICA process, the idea of creating a security structure in Asia had been floated several times but did not find adequate support because of mutual suspicions prevailing on account of the cold war and various other factors. With the end of cold war and fast changing geo-political and geo-economical scenarios, CICA received support from a number of Asian states that were playing significant role in defining political climate in the continent.  

Kazakhstan and other states supporting the CICA process were acutely aware of the extremely difficult task of creating such a structure because Asia is the most diverse continent in all its manifestations – be it political, economic, religious, ethnic or cultural. Besides tensions were still running high in certain regions of Asia on account of long histories of conflicts and mistrust. There were also conceptual issues at the beginning of the CICA process. The administrative and conceptual principles of other regional security structures like OSCE could not be applied in a straight forward manner to the CICA process.

It was, therefore, necessary to have step by step and multi-level consultations to take the CICA process further. Kazakhstan and other supporting states painstakingly took incremental steps starting with meetings at the level of representatives of the foreign ministries of the interested states. With every meeting the CICA process moved a step forward culminating in the First CICA Ministerial Meeting, at the level of Foreign Ministers, in Almaty on 14 September 1999. The first ministerial meeting adopted the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States, which became the stepping stone towards future evolution of the CICA process.

The First CICA Summit held in Almaty on 4 June 2002 marked the formal launch of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, a multi-national forum for enhancing cooperation towards promoting peace, security and stability in Asia. The summit was attended by the Heads of States/ Government/Special envoys from sixteen countries, namely, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan. The most important outcome of the summit was the adoption of the charter of the CICA – the Almaty Act. The membership of CICA was later on expanded to eighteen with the accession of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Republic of Korea. 

In last fifteen years, the CICA process has come a long way. CICA has blossomed into a full fledged functioning forum for dialogue and for seeking mutually acceptable measures for resolving problem and conflicts in the region. The objectives and activities of CICA have received wide acceptance from the world community. 

Through the medium of CICA, member states are exploring ways to keep peace and create greater security and stability through economic integration; cooperation in various spheres; and most notably through the development and adoption of Confidence Building Measures. It is the endeavour of the member states to create a common and indivisible area of security in Asia, where all states co-exist peacefully and their peoples live in conditions of peace, freedom and prosperity.

As is clear from its very name, the basic purpose of convening CICA was to have interaction and to implement confidence building measures among the member states. The first few years since the First CICA Summit were devoted essentially to the process of interaction among the member states. The member states held detailed deliberations on the conceptual principles and administrative procedures. The interaction resulted in a number of agreements and concrete steps for taking the CICA process forward. One of the most important events was establishment by the Second Summit of the CICA Secretariat, the permanent administrative body, in June 2006. 

After the initial period of interaction, CICA has now reached the next stage of its evolution, which is, realization of Confidence Building Measures among the member states. The second Ministerial Meeting of the CICA held in Almaty on 22 October 2004 adopted the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures which laid down the principles and measures for realization of the Confidence Building Measures on bilateral and/or multilateral basis. However, the detailed concept and procedure for realization of the Confidence Building Measures could be adopted only in March 2007 in Bangkok when the Senior Officials Committee of CICA adopted the Cooperative Approach for the implementation of the CICA CBMs. This was possible after the CICA Secretariat was established and was tasked with the responsibility, among other things, of coordination for working out the mechanism of realization of the Confidence Building Measures.

In a traditional sense, Confidence Building Measures are understood as the measures taken by the states to reduce fear and suspicion among one another and/or reduce the fear of war. The concept of Confidence Building Measures emerged from the attempts during the cold war period to avoid nuclear war by accident or miscalculation. In essence, Confidence Building Measures were perceived to be the military and political measures for reducing tensions among the states. 

The CICA Confidence Building Measures, however, go beyond the traditional concepts. The leaders of the CICA member states recognized that in the increasingly inter-connected and inter-dependent world of 21st century, Confidence Building Measures in socio-economic dimensions were as important as in the politico-military dimensions. The CICA Catalogue, therefore, laid down five dimensions for realization of the Confidence Building Measures: (i) military-political; (ii) fight against new challenges and threats; (iii) economic; (iv) environmental; and (v) humanitarian. 

It was also recognized that in view of the diverse profile of the member states, and realities typical to the continent, it would be best to start with the realization of Confidence Building Measures in fight against new challenges and threats;  economic; environmental; and human dimensions. Realization of Confidence Building Measures in these socio-economic dimensions would create sufficient goodwill and strengthen mutual relations among the member states and would eventually be the stepping stone for realization of Confidence Building Measures in military-political dimensions.

Realization of Confidence Building Measures is of great importance to Asia as it will have a positive impact in creating an atmosphere of peace, friendship and confidence in the region. There is vast potential for joint actions in the fields like trade, economy, environment, disaster relief, transportation, energy, cultural exchange, dialogue among civilizations, and new challenges and threats. 

Earlier negotiations at the time of adoption of the Catalogue showed a wide range of ideas and proposals regarding the mechanism for implementation. It was, therefore, agreed to work on a step by step approach. Implementation of agreed measures will be on gradual and voluntary basis with a view to eventually creating an atmosphere of mutual trust among the states and reach a stage where all the Asian states can work together for peace and stability. 

The process of realization of Confidence Building Measures in the four socio-economic dimensions has already commenced. Seven member states, namely, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkey, have volunteered to act as coordinating countries for certain projects for realization of Confidence Building Measures in the areas of human dimensions; new challenges and threats; development of secure and effective systems of transportation corridors; drug trafficking; national disaster management; information technology; energy security cooperation; economic cooperation; and tourism. The coordinating countries are working on concept papers and work plans for implementation of projects linked to realization of the Confidence Building Measures. More member states are expected to volunteer for coordinating the Confidence Building Measures.

With commencement of the process of realization of the Confidence Building Measures in socio-economic field, CICA process has slowly begun moving towards its ultimate aim of making Asia a region of peace and security. It must be kept in mind that in today’s world, cooperation in socio-economic fields is as important for peace and security as the cooperation in politico-military fields, if not more. In fact, the former leads to the latter. The two aspects can not, therefore, be separated from each other. Confidence Building Measures in socio-economic fields will create enough trust as well as interest and motivation among the states to start thinking about political and military dimensions.

It must be remembered that while CICA idea is fifteen years old, CICA as a functioning forum is very young – only five years old and its permanent body the CICA Secretariat is only one year old. However, during this short period CICA has made big strides in its endeavour to find ways and means to eliminate the causes of mistrust, fear, tension, and hostility and create conditions for sustainable economic growth of Asian states and their peoples. 

Pakistan has been associated with the CICA process right from the beginning. It viewed the proposal of President Nazarbayev for convening CICA as a positive development and extended full support to it. Pakistan made positive contribution at the preliminary meetings when the concept of CICA was being developed as well as at subsequent Ministerial and Summit meetings. President of Pakistan His Excellency Mr. Pervez Musharraf himself attended both of the CICA summits. It is also sponsoring professional staff for the CICA Secretariat who is expected to join in mid-October. It is hoped that Pakistan will take a constructive and leading role for realization of the Confidence Building Measures.

As the current Chairman of the Conference President Nursultan Nazarbayev stated, “CICA is a young forum, often moving on unbeaten paths and therefore not possessing ready recipes for all cases and situations. The optimal solutions are developed through dialogue.” Therefore, the credentials of the CICA are quite clear, which is that it represents the creation of a unique structure of regional security. And how and in which shape the CICA objectives will be realized, depends entirely on the will and mutual understanding of the members of the Conference. Nevertheless, we are certain that in due course, CICA will emerge as one of the most important fora in the world community.

                               PART IV. 

SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA
2006-2007

Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia
The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) is the permanent administrative body of the Conference which exercises its functions in accordance with the principles and purposes laid down in the Almaty Act, CICA Rules of Procedures and the Statute of the Secretariat. The Secretariat is located in Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan.

The decision to establish the Secretariat was adopted at the First CICA Summit in 2002. During the period between the two Summits, representatives of the Member States carried out intensive negotiations on the Statute of the Secretariat which was going to lay legal foundation for its establishment and functioning. The Statute was adopted and signed during the Second CICA Summit leading to the creation of the Secretariat. All the Member States of the CICA actively worked on the issues of organizational and financial aspects of the Secretariat’s activities.
The Secretariat provides administrative, organizational and technical support for meetings and other activities of the CICA. The Secretariat maintains the archive of the CICA documents and acts as a clearing house for documents and information provided by the Member States and received from other international organizations and fora, ensuring their circulation. It disseminates general information on CICA as well as information on the implementation on Confidence Building Measures among the Member States. It also performs other tasks and obligations, assigned by the CICA Heads of State or Government, Ministers of Foreign Affairs and the Senior Officials Committee. 

The Secretariat comprises of the Executive Director, the Deputy Executive Director, Professional Personnel and General/support personnel. The Executive Director is appointed by the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs upon recommendation of the Member State Chairing the Conference from its nationals. The Executive Director holds the office for a period of four years during the chairmanship of the concerned Member State. The Deputy Executive Director is also appointed by the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs upon recommendation of the Senior Officials Committee. The Deputy Executive Director, who is national of a country other than the one chairing the Conference, holds office for a period of three years. The professional personnel are seconded by the Member States while General/support personnel are hired on contractual basis from among the nationals of the Member States.

The expenditure on remuneration, accommodation, maintenance etc. of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and the Professional Personnel is met by the respective sending states. Expenditure on pay and allowances of general/support staff, purchase of goods, services, assets, official travel of the Secretariat’s personnel and other current expenditures, including expenditures for day-to-day functioning of the Secretariat is borne from the budget of the Secretariat. At present, the budget is met by voluntary contributions from the Member States. In addition to the host country Kazakhstan, which contributes bulk of the budget, Azerbaijan, Israel, Republic of Korea and Turkey have made voluntary contributions so far. 
The Secretariat is empowered to initiate and establish links with Secretariats or relevant bodies of other international and regional organizations and fora, subject to the approval of the Member States. The Member States have so far approved establishment of formal links with the Secretariats of Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO), Eurasian Economic Community (EurAsEC), Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Draft Memoranda of Understanding with ECO and EurAsEC have also been approved by the Member States. Republic of Kazakhstan, in its capacity as the Chairing Country of the CICA, has made a formal request to the Secretary General of the United Nations for giving Observer status to the CICA. 

During the current year, representatives of the CICA Secretariat paid working visits to the Republic of Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Iran and Turkey and held meetings with senior officials of the Ministries Foreign Affairs, as well as with the representatives of ASEAN, Asian Cooperation Dialogue, ECO and Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation. The Secretariat also had meetings with the representatives of ECO and EurAsEC and discussed draft MOUs with them. The representatives of the Secretariat took part in international conferences in Mongolia and Kenya. Visits of the Secretariat’s delegations to the other CICA Member States are being planned. 

                                                                     FACT-SHEET

Basic goals:
To assist the Chairman and Member States of CICA in joint development of mechanisms for realization of the CICA Confidence Building Measures in economic, ecological and human dimensions; in the field of countering the new challenges and threats; and eventually in military-political dimensions.

Basic documents: 
Statute of the CICA Secretariat (2006), Financial regulations of the CICA Secretariat (2006), Guidelines for CICA’s External Relations (2007), Host Country Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia regarding the terms and conditions of the Secretariat’s location in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan (2007).
Executive Director:
Mr. Jandos A. Asanov (Republic of Kazakhstan)
Dy. Executive Director: Mr. Kurtulus Aykan (Republic of Turkey)
Professional Personnel:
Diplomats from India, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Russia and Turkey. Diplomats from Azerbaijan and Iran are expected to join the Secretariat shortly

Date of Establishment: 17 June 2006

Working Languages:
English and Russian
Address:
65, Aiteke Bi Street, Almaty


050000, Republic of Kazakhstan

Telephone:
+ 7-727-272 01 08

Telefax:
+ 7-727-272 40 96

E-mail:
s-cica@cica.kz
Website:
www.s-cica.org


PART V. 

DOCUMENTS
of the Conference on Interaction

and Confidence Building Measures
in Asia
2004-2007

Adopted by the decision of

the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs Meeting

DECLARATION
OF THE SECOND MINISTERIAL MEETING
of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia


We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), 

Met today in Almaty to exchange views on current situation at the regional and global levels and to explore possibilities to further cooperation, peace and security in Asia. 


The situation on the Asian continent and in the world is rapidly changing. Peace, development and cooperation are the main trends, but threats to peace and security, such as terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, violent manifestations of separatism and extremism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery and the possibility of their falling in the hands of terrorists, illicit drug trafficking, regional conflicts and disputes, foreign occupation, economic and social problems, particularly poverty, human trafficking, illicit trade in small arms and light weapons continue to exist. These threats and opportunities are global in nature and multilateral efforts by the international community are required to effectively deal with them. The situation in Asia is characterized by the diversity of political and economic systems and unique cultural traditions, and therefore requires due attention to these particularities in formulation of approaches for enhancing security and prosperity of our peoples.


We stress that the main objective of the CICA is to make its own contribution to enhance an atmosphere of peace and security in Asia. In this respect, CICA represents a forum where prospects for our interaction can be discussed and appropriate multilateral approaches for enhancing cooperation can be elaborated in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter and the Almaty Act. 

We reaffirm our commitment to uphold and defend the principles of the UN Charter and international law.
We recognize the special role of confidence building measures in enhancing cooperation and further developing an atmosphere of peace, confidence and friendship in Asia and in creation of favorable conditions for finding solutions to problems in military-political, economic and environmental, humanitarian and cultural spheres. 


Recent developments in international relations demonstrate that multilateral approaches based on the widest possible international support are the most effective way to address the challenges of the contemporary world. We therefore reaffirm the central role of the United Nations in the maintenance and promotion of international peace, security and sustainable development in accordance with its Charter. We emphasize the need for reform of the UN system to make it more responsive to traditional and new challenges and agree to work towards this goal.


We reaffirm that the unity, independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq, including the right of the Iraqi people as a whole to control their financial and natural resources, should be respected by the international community. We welcome the statement by the Iraqi Interim Government to establish good relations between Iraq and its neighboring states, based on mutual respect and the principle of non-interference in their internal affairs, as well as to abide by the existing treaties and arrangements, particularly those relevant to internationally recognized borders, and invite Iraq and its neighboring states to actively cooperate to promote peace and stability in the region as well as by eliminating all terrorist presence on their territories. We support the initiation of the political process in Iraq as outlined in UNSCR 1546. We emphasize that the United Nations should play a central role in this process. We welcome the forthcoming international conference on Iraq to be held in Egypt on 23-25 November, 2004.

We support the process of political and economic reconstruction in Afghanistan and encourage all countries including neighboring states to intensify their efforts to assist the Afghan Government in promoting stability, economic rehabilitation and fighting terrorism and drug production in the country. We also consider it necessary to continue collective efforts to chart a comprehensive strategy of international actions to counter the drug threat originating from Afghanistan. We welcome the presidential elections in Afghanistan as one of the key elements of the Bonn process and the first most important step towards establishing new state institutions based on democratic principles. 

We are concerned with the situation in the Middle East and call upon all parties concerned to resume negotiations to help achieve comprehensive, lasting and just peace, security and stability in this region. We welcome initiatives to achieve this objective, in particular the Roadmap Plan as endorsed by the UN Security Council Resolution 1515 and President Bush’s Vision. 

We support the establishment of peace and stability in the South Caucasus, which would serve the interests of all states concerned and enhance the stability of all Eurasian region, through the peaceful settlement of conflicts on the basis of the norms and principles of international law, and relevant UN Security Council resolutions.


We support the process of the Six-Party Talks aimed at denuclearization and establishment of a nuclear weapons free zone in the Korean Peninsula. We stand for an early achievement of mutually acceptable agreements which would promote peace, security and cooperation in the Korean Peninsula and the Northeast Asia as a whole. 

We strongly condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, violent manifestations of separatism and extremism and agree to enhance our efforts at bilateral and multilateral levels in fighting these common threats which undermine the very foundations of international peace and security. The fight against these threats should be global, comprehensive and sustained, and not selective or discriminatory and should avoid applying double standards.

   
We unequivocally support the UN Security Council Presidential Statement S/PRST/2004/31 condemning the recent terrorist attacks in the Russian Federation.

We reaffirm that proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery pose a threat to international peace and security, and call upon all states to fulfill their respective obligations in the sphere of disarmament and non-proliferation. In this regard, it is vital to prevent terrorist and criminal groups from attempts to acquire nuclear, chemical, biological and radiological weapons, their means of delivery and related materials and multilateral efforts to reduce this threat should be greatly encouraged.

We emphasize that international efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation should not affect the rights of states to access and use nuclear technology and materials for peaceful purposes in accordance with their respective obligations emanating from relevant IAEA safeguards agreements. 

We recognize that economic and social progress is a vital component of security and stability in Asia. Therefore we stress the importance of the development of regional and sub-regional dialogue and strengthening multilateral cooperative approaches as well as measures as appropriate on promoting sustainable development, economic cooperation, the well-being of our peoples and respect for human rights.

We support various multilateral and individual initiatives on development of dialogue among civilizations which is one of the principal instruments in fighting terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and intolerance and promoting peaceful co-existence among adherents of different religions or cultures. 


Today we adopted decisions reflecting the results of the work done by the Member States in order to accomplish tasks given by the Heads of State and/or Government at the 2002 CICA Summit and to continue our work for the preparations of the next CICA Summit. 

Almaty, October 22, 2004

Adopted by the decision of 

the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs meeting

CICA CATALOGUE 

of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs)
The Member States of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), 

With the aim of enhancing cooperation, creating and strengthening an atmosphere of peace, confidence and friendship on the Asian continent,

Acting in accordance with the principles and purposes of the UN Charter, Almaty Act and other CICA documents as well as universally recognized norms and principles of international law,

Taking into account specific situations and peculiarities of different regions of Asia, 

Have adopted the following principles and measures, leading to strengthening of confidence on the Asian continent and have agreed to their realization in practice on bilateral and/or multilateral basis.

Article 1

General provisions
1.1 The Member States recognize that the confidence building measures, on the one hand, peaceful settlement of disputes and implementation of agreements on arms control and disarmament, on the other, are complementary and may, depending upon specific situations, be pursued simultaneously by the concerned States through mutual consent.

1.2 The diversity in Asia underscores the importance of measures in military-political dimension as well as in economic, environmental and human dimensions. 

1.3 The CICA CBMs will be applied on a gradual and voluntary basis. The CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures and measures identified in it are recommendatory in nature. Any Member State may select certain measures identified in this Catalogue for implementation, where feasible and appropriate. Measures selected by the Member States should be pursued in good faith and to the full extent possible.   

1.4 Confidence building measures of the Catalogue are without prejudice to other CBMs, security agreements and/or arrangements on arms control and disarmament, to which the Member States are parties, and these measures will not affect the rights and obligations under these agreements and/or arrangements.

1.5 Nothing in this Catalogue prevents the Member States from adopting other confidence building measures among themselves or with other states.

1.6 The Member States concerned may exchange information within the context of CBMs agreed upon by them. They may also consider submitting this information to the CICA Secretariat for further dissemination. 

1.7 The Member State receiving information under the provisions of this Catalogue cannot disclose, publish or transfer it to any third party without the consent of the Member States providing such information. 

1.8 The Member States will regularly review implementation of this Catalogue in order to identify the most effective and suitable CBMs for wider implementation in the CICA region and, when necessary, modify or amend those CBMs by consensus.  

Article 2
Confidence building measures in military-political dimension

In order to ensure lasting stability, strengthen mutual confidence in military-political dimension, while taking into account their legitimate security interests, the Member States may undertake the following measures:  

2.1 Exchange of information, the scope, feasibility and modalities of which will be agreed by the Member States concerned, in accordance with their national laws and regulations, on the following: 

a) components of armed forces;

b) defense budgets;

c) presence of foreign military contingents on the territories of the Member States, if release of this information is permitted by the country deploying such a contingent.

d) notification of planned military activities, including exercises with participation of foreign military contingents, where modalities and parameters of such notification are agreed upon by the Member States concerned.

2.2 Inviting observers from Member States to military exercises.

2.3 Considering mechanisms such as consultation on unexpected and hazardous incidents of a military nature, especially if such incidents occur in close proximity to the border areas of the Member States.

2.4 Developing the following forms of cooperation between their armed forces:

a) mutual visits by the military authorities and representatives of defense colleges;

b) mutual invitations for participation in national holidays, cultural and sport events; 

c) information exchange on CV’s of top military personnel;

d) other forms of cooperation as agreed by the Member States. 

2.5 Exchange of information on the status of their accession to or ratification of multilateral instruments on arms control and disarmament as well as conventions on the outer space.  

Article 3
Fight against new challenges and threats
3.1 The Member States will, in accordance with their national legislation, take cooperative measures in curbing terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and in preventing activities of separatist and extremist organizations, with the aim of promoting security and stability of each Member State. 

3.2 The Member States will exchange information concerning fight against terrorist, separatist, extremist activities and organized criminal groups and when necessary, develop mechanisms to combat their activities. For this purpose, the Members States may also exchange information on their national authorities in law enforcement sphere and assist in establishing and strengthening contacts between these authorities.

3.3 The Member States may take measures to strengthen cooperation in sharing information in order to deal effectively with proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. 

3.4 The Member States will exchange information on the measures they have taken to curb drug trafficking, human trafficking, money laundering, trans-boundary organized crime, illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, including Man Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS) as well as smuggling of explosives and poisonous materials.

3.5 The Member States will exchange information on the status of their accession to or ratification of the relevant international legal instruments on terrorism and organized crime as well as the steps they have taken to promote fight against terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and organized crime in accordance with the UN Charter and international law.

Article 4
Confidence building measures in economic, environmental
and human dimensions
In order to promote and strengthen mutual confidence in economic, environmental and human dimensions the Member States may adopt the following measures in accordance with their national laws and regulations:  

4.1 Establishment of a common database and a system of data exchange in trade and economic spheres.

4.2 Development and application of common programs on environment protection, especially in border areas, without prejudice to their rights and obligations under relevant bilateral and multilateral instruments.

4.3 Exchange of information on natural and industrial disasters on their territories which in their view may affect their neighbors.

4.4 Exchange of information on their national authorities responsible for development of international tourism and tourist infrastructure and assistance in establishing and strengthening contacts between these authorities. 

4.5 Exchange of information regarding suspicious financial transactions, illegal financial operations and assistance in establishing and strengthening contacts between appropriate authorities. 

4.6 Exchange of information on their national authorities responsible for disaster management, search-rescue operations with a view to facilitating the establishment and strengthening of contacts between these authorities. Where necessary, the Member States will identify a coordination body, authorized to organize interaction of disaster management and rescue services, and creation of a system of assistance in case of natural disasters and emergency situations. 

4.7 Elaboration and implementation of joint projects, aimed at disseminating information on culture and traditions of their peoples, promoting mutual respect and good-neighborly relations between peoples. 

4.8 Promotion of contacts between their scientific and educational institutions and non-governmental organizations, including scientific exchanges, exchange of students, joint events with the purpose of, inter alia, elaborating proposals and projects for the achievement of CICA objectives.

4.9 Promotion of dialogue among civilizations, including dialogue among religions.

Almaty, October 22, 2004

Adopted by the decision of 

the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs meeting

CICA RULES OF PROCEDURE

Article 1

General Provisions
1. The CICA shall be comprised of the Member States. 

2. CICA decisions and recommendations at all levels are taken by consensus. All Member States are expected to be represented in the decision-making process. A CICA meeting shall be considered to have a quorum when at least two thirds of the Member States are represented. Consensus will be reached in the absence of objections by any Member State at the stage of adoption of decisions and recommendations.

3. States, international organizations and fora may be extended an observer status. 

4. The CICA Chairman upon the agreement of the Member States may invite other states, international organizations and fora upon their requests as guests to attend the opening and closing sessions of the Summits and Ministerial meetings. 

5. The Secretary General of the United Nations may address the CICA Summits and Ministerial meetings.

 6. The meetings shall be conducted in the form of plenary sessions and other forms agreed by the Member States. 
7. The delegations shall be seated in accordance with the English alphabetical order of generally accepted names of their countries, taking into account their participation status. 

8. The list of speakers for the Summits and Ministerial meetings shall be drawn by the CICA Chairman in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the UN General Assembly. 

9. English and Russian shall be the working languages of the meetings. The country hosting the meeting and the Secretariat shall provide simultaneous interpretation and written translation facilities. Any representative may speak in his/her own language if he/she provides simultaneous translation into one of the working languages. The language of official documents to be signed or adopted shall be English. 

Article 2

CICA Meetings

The CICA shall have the following meetings:

· The Heads of State and/or Government meetings (Summits);

· The Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Ministerial) meetings;

· Senior Officials Committee (SOC) meetings; 

· Special Working Groups (SWG) meetings;

· Other specialized meetings as agreed by the Member States;

· Special meetings as agreed by the Member States. 

Article 3

Heads of State and/or Government meetings
1. The meetings shall take place every four years. Special meetings may be convened as necessary by the decision of the Member States. The venue and date of regular and special meetings shall be decided by the Member States. The preliminary discussions for the venue and date of the Summits shall be held at the Senior Officials Committee meetings.

2. Agenda and program of work of meetings shall be considered by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs meetings together with draft documents to be submitted to the Summit for approval.

Article 4

The Meetings of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs

1. The regular meetings shall be convened every two years, one of which shall precede the Summit meeting. Special meetings may be convened as necessary by the decision of the Member States.  

2. The venue and date of meetings shall be decided by the Member States.  Agenda and program of work of meetings shall be worked out by the Senior Officials Committee together with draft documents to be submitted to the Ministerial meeting for approval.
Article 5

The Meetings of the Senior Officials Committee

1. The meetings shall be convened not less than once a year.

2. The Committee shall make the necessary preparations for the organization of the Summit and Ministerial meetings, including elaboration of draft documents. 

Article 6

Special Working Groups

1. The Special Working Groups shall be formed upon decision of the Senior Officials Committee meetings for examination of issues of different spheres of the CICA activities and realisation of its objectives.

2. The Special Working Groups shall report to the Senior Officials Committee.

Article 7

Specialised meetings

1. The meetings of other ministers, or relevant national agencies and organizations may be convened upon recommendation of the Senior Officials Committee to discuss specific and/or technical issues. 

2. When necessary, the Member States may solicit academic and professional inputs.

Article 8

Special Meetings


Any Member State may request the CICA Chairman to convene a special Summit or Ministerial meeting. The request shall specify the reasons and need for the convening of such a meeting. Upon receiving such a request the CICA Chairman shall carry out consultations with the CICA Member States in order to obtain their agreement to convene the requested meeting. Upon reaching that agreement the CICA Chairman in consultation with the Member States shall set the date, venue and undertake other administrative and organizational arrangements with regard to the agreed-upon meeting.   

Article 9

Membership


A state, seeking a Member State status, must, at least, have a part of its territory geographically located in Asia. Such a state may apply to the CICA Chairman with the statement indicating its intention to join the CICA as a Member State, wherein readiness to abide by the principles and decisions adopted or signed within the CICA framework shall be expressed. A Member State status shall be considered granted following the approval by the meeting of the Heads of State and/or Government or the meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

Article 10

Observer Status


1. A state or an international organization or a forum seeking an observer status shall apply to the CICA Chairman with the statement expressing its intention to become an observer of the CICA subject to approval of the Member States. The CICA Chairman shall inform the Member States on the issue. An observer status shall be considered granted following the approval by the meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs.


2. The observers shall have the right to attend the CICA Summit, Ministerial and Senior Officials Committee meetings unless decided otherwise by the Member States. The observers shall not take part in decision-making. They may, upon request, be given the right to make an oral presentation or distribute their written statements through a decision by the Member States. The level of participation of observers should correspond to the level of each specific CICA meeting.

Article 11

The CICA Chairman

1. The Member State hosting the meeting of the Heads of State and/or Government shall be the CICA Chairman until the next regular Summit. 

2. The CICA Chairman shall be responsible on behalf of the Member States for the coordination and communication on current CICA activities.

3. Unless decided otherwise, the CICA Chairman shall host, preside over, coordinate and report on its activities to various CICA meetings. 

4. The CICA Chairman shall, with the consent of the Member States, represent the CICA in the United Nations and other international fora. Content of statements to be made by the Chairman shall be submitted to the Member States in advance. Text of the statement of the CICA Chairman shall be considered approved provided there would be no objection by any Member State within an appropriate deadline defined by the Chairman.

5. The CICA Chairman shall issue official invitations to the Member States, observers and guests to the meetings. 

6. The CICA Chairman shall prepare and submit the first draft of documents in advance to various CICA meetings. 

7. When necessary and feasible, mainly due to reasons of urgency, the Chairman may seek the adoption of draft documents, through diplomatic channels.

8. The CICA Secretariat shall assist the Chairman in performing above-mentioned functions. 

Article 12

Administrative Arrangements

The Member States hosting the various CICA meetings with the assistance of the Secretariat shall make necessary administrative, organizational and protocol arrangements for such meetings.
Article 13

Amendments

The Member States may propose amendments to these Rules of Procedure. The amendments shall be approved by the Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs upon the recommendations of the Senior Officials Committee meeting. 

Almaty, October 22, 2004

DECLARATION OF THE  SECOND SUMMIT

of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia

We, the Heads of State or Government of the Member States of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA);

Having met in Almaty for the 2nd CICA Summit at a time when the current situation all over the world, including Asia, requires close cooperation, continuous dialogue, comprehensive exchange of views, addressing new challenges and threats, facilitating prevention of conflicts, peaceful settlement of disputes and developing feasible Confidence Building Measures (CBMs); 

Reaffirming our commitment to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter and the norms and principles of international law; 

Recognizing the close link between peace and security in Asia and in the other parts of the world;

Also reaffirming our commitment to the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States, the Almaty Act, and the CICA Catalogue of CBMs as the basis for future co-operation;

Expressing our firm belief in the CICA process as a facilitator of constructive dialogue through interaction and CBMs for promoting peace and development of our nations;
Underlining that a comprehensive approach to security includes military-political, economic, environmental and human dimensions, and therefore stressing the importance of developing and implementing CBMs in these fields; 

Expressing confidence that enhancing dialogue and co-operation among the CICA Member States will lead to the improvement of security environment in Asia, resulting in a better future for our people,

DECLARE THE FOLLOWING:

I

1. We are convinced that multilateral co-operation, based on the principles enshrined in the UN Charter as well as in the Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States and in the Almaty Act is more necessary today than ever for maintaining regional and international peace and security. To this end, we will intensify our efforts to develop CICA as a forum for political dialogue through elaborating common approaches to security and co-operation on the basis of consensus.

2. We support the ongoing reform process of the UN system aimed at improving its ability to address full range of challenges of our time. 

We also support Asia’s candidacy for the post of the United Nations Secretary-General. 

3. We believe that direct or indirect threat or use of force in violation of the UN Charter and international law against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of the states, pose threats to regional and international peace.
We call upon and continue to encourage all Member States who are parties to a dispute to settle this peacefully in conformity with principles enshrined in the UN Charter.
4. We strongly condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and stress that there is no justification for terrorism. We are determined to enhance our efforts on national, regional and multilateral basis to combat this threat, which undermines the foundations of global peace and security. The fight against terrorism in all its forms and manifestations should be comprehensive, consistent and avoid double standards.

Terrorism can not be and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group.

We recognize the central role of the United Nations in the fight against international terrorism. 

We continue to encourage States, which have not yet done so, to become Party to the 13 International Conventions on Terrorism adopted within the framework of the United Nations. The task of creating a comprehensive legal instrument is yet to be fulfilled. In this regard we support continuation of efforts in the UN General Assembly on conclusion of the comprehensive convention on international terrorism. 

5. We reaffirm that separatism is one of the main threats and challenges to the security and stability, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of states. The Member States shall not support on the territory of another Member State any separatist movement and entities. We reiterate that our territories shall not be used by any separatist movement and entities and we shall not establish any kinds of relations and communications with separatists and shall not render them any kind of assistance.

We reaffirm the right of people to self-determination in accordance with the UN Charter and international law.

6. Cognizant of the growing threat that transnational organized crime poses to the security and prosperity of our nations and by the linkage in some cases between transnational organized crime and international terrorism, we confirm the necessity and express readiness to strengthen cooperation in accordance with respective national laws in countering transnational organized crime such as drug trafficking, financial crimes, including money-laundering, human trafficking and arms smuggling and to fight corruption. 
7. We support international co-operation in combating illicit production and trafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. We call upon Member States to co-operate with each other in curbing drug trafficking.

We reiterate our readiness to actively take part in international efforts, aimed at elaboration and implementation of special programmes to help tackling unfavourable social, economic and difficult humanitarian situation, which facilitates the growth of illicit drug trafficking. 

Member States reaffirm their commitment to fulfil the tasks set out in the Almaty Act in countering the drug trafficking.

8. We recognize that proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their means of delivery poses a threat to international peace and security, and call upon all states to fulfil their respective obligations in the sphere of disarmament and non-proliferation.

We call upon all States to co-operate in preventing proliferation of WMDs.

We also recognize the importance of the compliance by States with their obligations under the multilateral treaties to which they are a Party on the elimination of WMDs and promoting non-proliferation, and encourage all States to make contribution to the objectives of non-proliferation and elimination of WMDs.

We encourage efforts by all States to prevent terrorists and criminal groups from attempts to acquire WMDs and their means of delivery.

We remain committed to the goal of a nuclear weapon free world through concrete efforts to achieve this objective. 

We reaffirm the inalienable rights of states to have access to nuclear technologies, materials and equipments and their use for peaceful purposes in accordance with their respective obligations emanating from relevant IAEA safeguards agreements. We strongly encourage efforts to ensure inviolability of nuclear facilities. 

We encourage strengthening of co-operation with the IAEA in the sphere of nuclear safety. 

We acknowledge the joint efforts of the countries of Central Asia to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia. In this regard we encourage  promotion of this initiative with a view to signing the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty.                

9. We recognize that illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons (SALW) continue to pose a serious threat, inter alia, to peace and stability. To this end we reaffirm our readiness and willingness to implement the UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trafficking in SALW in all its aspects as well as relevant provisions of the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures. 

We urge support for current international, regional and national efforts to combat and prevent the illicit transfer of man-portable air defence systems and unauthorized access to and use of such weapons. 
10. We emphasize that since First CICA Summit of 2002 in Almaty, Asia has witnessed rapid economic growth. Our shared interest in developing the CICA process has opened up new possibilities to increase trade, economic and environmental co-operation for achieving sustainable development of our nations.
11. We recognize that energy supply security is one of the priority issues on the international agenda. Consequently, dialogue and cooperation among producer and consumer states have become all the more important. Therefore, underlining the fact that energy security is an indispensable part of economic and social security as well as sustainable development, we invite the relevant parties to contribute to energy security and to further enhance dialogue and cooperation on energy issues.

12. We are convinced that construction and development of transportation and telecommunication networks as well as oil and gas pipelines are essential for promoting investment opportunities and strengthening wide ranging co-operation among the Members States in areas such as trade, economic, scientific, technical and energy co-operation. 

We acknowlege that non-traditional threats and challenges have negative impact on the social and economic development. In this context we recognize that spread of infectious fatal diseases, including HIV/AIDS and Avian influenza, poses serious challenges to the achievement of the development goals. We call on the Member States to strengthen co-operation, co-ordination and interaction in order to build and promote capacity for dealing with emergency situations in the sphere of public health. 

13. We recognize that development, peace and human rights reinforce and complement each other and are inseparable. 

We also recognize that facilitating inter-cultural and inter‑faith dialogue and partnerships aimed at promoting tolerance, mutual respect and understanding, at both national and international levels will be our guiding principles in the conduct of our relations. 

We reaffirm the importance of respect for cultural diversity and specificities of societies.

We also note with appreciation the announcement of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the establishment of the “Alliance of Civilizations”, as well as the establishment of the Alliance of Civilizations High-Level Group of Eminent Persons and express interest in the outcome of this initiative.

We note that in a globalized world development of countries depends also on the progress achieved in the field of education, particularly by improving the literacy level and quality of education of our peoples. We therefore confirm the necessity to increase friendly contacts and cooperation of states in the field of education. 

14. We emphasize the need to promote tourism to revive the centuries old traditions of the Great Silk Way used to unite and facilitate strengthening of relations among peoples. 
II

15. We emphasize that the CICA process has been steadily moving forward enhancing co-operation among the Member States, with international organizations and other States.

16. During the period since the 1st Almaty CICA Summit of June 4th, 2002, most of the tasks, which pursued the goal of further development and strengthening of the CICA, have practically been realized. 

17. Our collective political will has enabled the CICA process to continue to develop. 

18. We note with satisfaction progress achieved in elaborating the implementation of CBMs in economic, environmental and human dimensions as well as in addressing new challenges and threats.

19. We commend the role of the Republic of Kazakhstan as the Chairman of the Conference in strengthening dialogue and development of the CICA process.

20. We shall continue with our efforts to move forward the CICA process to achieve our shared objectives on the basis of consensus.

21. We note with satisfaction the establishment of the CICA Secretariat on the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which is an important milestone in the development of the CICA. 

III

22. We are pleased to note an increasing interest in the CICA. In this regard, we welcome accession of the Kingdom of Thailand in 2004 and the Republic of Korea in 2006 as full members.

IV

23. We decide to mark 5th October as the CICA Day to commemorate the initiation of the idea of convening the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan at the 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1992. 

V

24. We decide to hold the 3rd CICA Summit in 2010.

VI

25. We believe that the CICA process has moved forward through the implementation of tasks assigned by the First CICA Summit. This Declaration is reflective of our will to take the CICA process ahead by continuing to work towards building an atmosphere of confidence and trust and enhancing co-operation in the region.

Almaty, June 17, 2006

STATUTE

of the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction

and Confidence Building Measures in Asia

Member States of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, hereinafter referred to as “the Member States” and “the CICA” respectively,

Aiming at the implementation of the provisions of the Almaty Act of June 4, 2002 regarding establishment of the CICA Secretariat, hereinafter referred to as “the Secretariat”, as well as at defining its functions, structure and principles of financing,
Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

General Provisions

1. The Secretariat is hereby established. The Secretariat shall be a permanent body, which shall exercise its functions in accordance with the principles and purposes laid down in the Almaty Act of June 4, 2002 and the provisions of the CICA Rules of Procedure of October 22, 2004 and the present Statute and Financial Rules of the CICA Secretariat, which shall constitute an integral part of the present Statute. 

2. The Secretariat shall have its seat in Almaty, the Republic of Kazakhstan, hereinafter referred to as “the Host Country”. 
3.  English and Russian shall be working languages of the Secretariat. 

Article 2

Functions of the Secretariat

The Secretariat, within the scope of its competence, shall:

a) Provide administrative, organizational and technical support for meetings and other activities mentioned in the Almaty Act of June 4, 2002 and the CICA Rules of Procedure of October 22, 2004;

b) Establish and maintain an archive of the CICA documents;

c) Act as a clearing house for the documents and information provided by the Member States and received from international organizations and fora, ensure their circulation, as defined by the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures of October 22, 2004 and other documents adopted within the CICA framework;

d) Disseminate general information on the CICA; 

e) Also receive and disseminate information on the implementation of Confidence Building Measures among Member States on the basis of information provided by them subject to their mutual consent;

f) Perform other tasks and duties assigned by the CICA Heads of State or Government and the Ministers of Foreign Affairs; perform such other tasks as may be assigned by the CICA Senior Officials Committee, hereinafter referred to as “the SOC”, in accordance with the CICA Rules of Procedure, the present Statute and the Financial Rules of the CICA Secretariat. 

Article 3

Personnel of the Secretariat

1. The Secretariat shall have the following personnel:

a) Executive Director, who shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Secretariat;

b) Deputy Executive Director;

c) Professional personnel seconded by the Member States to the Secretariat;

d) General/support personnel, hired on a contractual basis from among the nationals of the Host Country and nationals of the Member States to perform the administrative, technical and service functions of the Secretariat.

2. The Executive Director shall be appointed by the CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs for a four-year term by consensus, upon the recommendation of the Member State chairing the CICA, from its nationals, and shall perform his/her duties during the whole term of the chairmanship of the concerned Member State.

3. The CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs shall appoint the Deputy Executive Director for a three-year term by consensus upon the recommendation of the SOC. The SOC shall consult the Executive Director before making the recommendation.  

4. The Deputy Executive Director shall perform functions of the Executive Director in case of his/her temporary absence/illness, or pending appointment of the new Executive Director.

5. The Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and Professional personnel shall be appointed on the basis of the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity and taking into account equal opportunity requirements, widest possible representation of the Member States and upon consent of the Member States.

6. The Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director shall be nationals of different Member States.
7. The Executive Director, with the approval of the SOC, shall appoint Members of the Professional personnel of the Secretariat, criteria for which would be worked out by the Member States through consensus.  

8. If Member of the Professional personnel of the Secretariat is not able to perform his/her duties, upon the application of the Sending State, a new Member of the Professional personnel of the Secretariat shall be appointed to the unexpired term of office.

9. Terms of employment of the members of the general/support personnel of the Secretariat shall be governed by legislation of the Host Country if otherwise is not envisaged by the present Statute or staffing regulations adopted by the CICA. In employing general/support personnel in the Secretariat equal opportunities shall be afforded to the nationals of all the Member States without any discrimination on grounds of sex, race, religion and nationality.

10. The functions of the Executive Director are as follows:

a) Be responsible for the activities of the Secretariat, and to be fully accountable for its financial aspects. Prepare the budget of the Secretariat and submit it for approval of the SOC, taking into account the available financial resources of the Secretariat;

b) Report annually to the SOC on the activities of the Secretariat;

c) Propose to the SOC a Staffing Matrix of the Secretariat, including title, job description, terms of office and duties allocation scheme;

d) Assign responsibilities among the Members of the Personnel of the Secretariat; 
e) Issue administrative decrees and internal instructions, sign contracts and agreements, on behalf of the Secretariat, required for its functioning;

f) May request the support of the Member States for providing Professional personnel to assist in the work of the CICA Secretariat. For this purpose prior notification shall be sent to the Member States;

g) Represent the Secretariat in its relationship with the authorities of the Host Country;

h) Initiate and establish contacts with secretariats or appropriate bodies and institutions of international organizations and fora, subject to the approval of the Member States;

i) Attend events of international organizations and fora in order to inform on the CICA activities with prior notification to the Member States and subject to their approval.

Article 4

Financial Rules and Regulations

1. Financial aspects of the Secretariat shall be defined in “Financial Rules of the CICA Secretariat” which are annexed and shall constitute an integral part of the Statute.

2. Upon the decision of the SOC and on the basis of the “Financial Rules of the CICA Secretariat”, detailed financial regulations governing financial aspects of different activities of the Secretariat shall be prepared and submitted for the approval of the SOC.

Article 5

Legal Capacity, Privileges and Immunities
1. The Member States vest the Secretariat with the right to conclude a Host Country Agreement with the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding terms and conditions of the Secretariat’s location in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the draft of which has to be approved by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States.

2. Privileges and immunities of the Secretariat and Members of its Personnel in the territories of the Member States shall be determined by a separate agreement to be concluded by the Member States.

Article 6

Final Provisions

1. The present Statute shall be applied provisionally for those State Parties whose constitutional systems permit such an application from the date of its signing and shall enter into force definitively on the thirtieth day after 2/3 of the Signatory Member States have notified the Depository on the completion of their respective constitutional formalities required for the entry into force of the present Statute.

2. The Depository of the present Statute is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The Depository shall notify all the Member States about the date of entry into force of the present Statute.

3. By consensus of the Member States, the present Statute shall be open, as provided in Article 9 of the CICA Rules of Procedure, for accession to other States of the region which share the CICA objectives and principles set forth in the Almaty Act of June 4, 2002, as well as pledge to fulfil the provisions of other international agreements and documents signed or adopted within the CICA framework. The Depository shall notify all the Member States about the date of such accession.      
4. For the acceding State the present Statute shall enter into force from the date of the receipt of the accession instrument by the Depository or from the date of entry into force of the present Statute in the order envisaged by paragraph 1 of the present Article, depending on which date shall be later.
5. With mutual consent the Member States may amend the present Statute in the form of separate protocol. The protocol shall enter into force in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present Article. The Depository shall notify all the Member States about the date of entry into force of the protocol. 

6. Any disagreement, which may arise from the application or interpretation of present Statute, shall be settled between the Member States by consensus.

7. Each Signatory Member State shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from the present Statute. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to the Depository three months in advance, which shall notify the other Member States.

8. Twelve years after the entry into force of the present Statute, Member States shall decide whether the Statute shall continue to be in force indefinitely, or shall be extended for an additional fixed period at a time. This decision shall be taken by a consensus of the Signatory Member States.

In witness whereof the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this Statute.

Done at Almaty on this 17th day of June, 2006 in one original in English language.

The Depository shall transmit a certified copy of the present Statue to each Member State. 
Annex

to the Statute of

the CICA Secretariat
FINANCIAL RULES

of the CICA Secretariat

Article 1

General Provisions

The Financial Rules of the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, hereinafter referred to as “the Secretariat” and “the CICA” respectively; are an integral part of the Statute of the CICA Secretariat, which shall define the sources of financing, order of forming and implementation of budget of the Secretariat, and regulate the basic financial aspects of Secretariat’s activities.  

Article 2

Sources of Financing for Secretariat’s Activities

Financing for support the Secretariat’s activities shall be from the following sources:

a) Means for renting/construction of the building of the CICA Secretariat and expenditure concerning establishment of the Secretariat, shall be provided by the Host Country;

b) Means for remuneration, rent of residences/premises and accompanying expenditure, related to the maintenance of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, Members of the Professional Personnel of the Secretariat, shall be provided by the Sending States;

c) Means for remuneration of the Members of the general/support personnel of the Secretariat, purchase of goods, services, assets, business trips of the Members of the Secretariat and other current expenditures, including expenditures for day-to-day functioning of the Secretariat, shall be provided from voluntary contributions.

Article 3

Budget of the Secretariat

1. Budget of the Secretariat includes all incomes and expenditure of a financial period in a monetary and/or other forms.

2. The income shall comprise of: 
a) Payments to budget of the Secretariat from voluntary contributions by the Member States, volume of which shall be unlimited; 
b) Voluntary contributions in a monetary and/or other forms, could also be accepted from CICA Observer-States, other States, CICA Observer-Organizations, other international organizations and fora, legal and physical persons, subject to the approval of Member-States;
c) Other income.
3. The expenditure shall comprise of:

a) Remuneration of the Members of the General/Support staff of the Secretariat; 
b) Purchase of goods and services;
c) Purchase of office furniture and equipment, motor vehicles and other means necessary for the functioning of the Secretariat;  

d) Business trips of the Members of the Professional Personnel of the Secretariat;

e) Other current expenditure, including expenditure for day-to-day functioning of the Secretariat.
Article 4

Estimate of Expenditure

1. The Secretariat’s budget shall be implemented in accordance with the Estimate of Expenditure - the document that covers expenditures for a financial period. 

2. The draft Estimate of Expenditure of a financial period shall be prepared and circulated to all Member-States by the Executive Director by the first half of the year for the approval of the Senior Officials Committee, hereinafter referred to as “the SOC”. 

3. Transfer from one item to another within the limits of the approved budget might be made as may be agreed upon by the Member-States or at the next SOC meeting through consideration and approval of the new revised Estimate of Expenditure for the current financial year.

4. Balance of budgetary funds of the Secretariat, which is not utilized for its intended purpose by the end of a financial period, shall be incorporated into the income of the budget of the next financial period.

Article 5

Financial Period

The financial period shall be the calendar year from 1 January through 31 December.

Article 6

Custody of Funds

The Executive Director shall designate the banking account/accounts where the Secreteriat funds shall be kept.
Article 7

Accountability

1. Executive Director shall exercise control over and be accountable to the SOC for the management of financial resources of the Secretariat.
2. Executive Director shall present the annual accounts/report for each financial period to the SOC not later than March, 31st of the year following the accounted financial period.
3. The accounts of the Secretariat shall be maintained in USD and in the national currency of the Host Country. Accounting rates of exchange shall be fixed according to the rates of the National Bank of the Host Country on the date of  preparing the financial report.
4. At the end of each financial year the cash surplus or deficit shall be determined by calculating excess of income over expenditure, or excess of expenditure over income. In case of a cash deficit of the budget of the Secretariat the Executive Director shall inform the SOC and make proposals regarding the necessary financial measures to be taken.

Article 8

Audit
1. External Audit for the financial activities of the Secretariat shall be carried out at the discretion of the SOC not less than once in every four years by a body authorized by the SOC. The Executive Director shall present documents, necessary for conducting external audit, to the body so authorized.
2. After the audit is carried out, the audit report shall be circulated by the Executive Director to all the Member-States.

Approved by the CICA 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE CICA SYMBOLS

Article 1

Symbols of the CICA

The symbols of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia are:

1. CICA Flag.

2. CICA Emblem.

Article 2

Adoption of the CICA Symbols

Hereby to adopt:

1. Image of the CICA flag (sketch and coloured picture enclosed).
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2. Image of the CICA emblem (black and white and coloured pictures enclosed). 
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Article 3

General description of the CICA Flag

A. The CICA flag constitutes a white rectangular cloth with the image in its centre of the CICA emblem – a triple Mobius band (blue, green and red colours) under which is an inscription “CICA” in English (the language of official documents of CICA), the script (font) of the inscription is Book Antiqua, colour – dark blue.

B. Size of the flag, width-length – 1:2

Article 4

Description and meaning of the colours and elements of the 
CICA Flag and Emblem

A. Colour of the flag.

The colour of the CICA flag is white. The white colour is an ideal synthesis of all colours, therefore it, as the colour of the CICA flag, embodies the aspiration of the peoples of Asia to common human values as well as demonstrates the unity of the Asian nations despite being culturally and ethnically diverse.

B. Description and meaning of the colours and elements of the CICA.

1. The CICA emblem constitutes a triple Mobius band.

2. The Mobius band symbolically conveys dynamic balance of the movement and as a CICA emblem expresses the equality of the peoples of Asia.

3. The colours of the CICA emblem are blue, green and red.

4. In choosing the colours of the CICA emblem the member-states have taken into consideration the recommendations of the expert designers on using the white colour of the CICA flag in combination with the blue, red and green colours.

5. The blue (sky blue) colour expresses the ideas of peace, may be regarded as a symbol of a genuine aspiration of the peoples of Asia to harmony, friendship and unity.

6. The green colour conveys the idea of unity with nature as well as security, stability and development and demonstrates the aspiration to progress.

7. The red colour expresses the idea of vital force, love and beauty, which is typical for all the peoples of Asia.

Article 5

Standard flag and emblem of the CICA


The flag and emblem of the CICA and their image, irrespective of their size, must precisely correspond with colour and sketch of the standard flag and emblem of the CICA that are being kept in the CICA Secretariat.

Article 6

Use of the CICA Flag and Emblem

A. The CICA flag is hoisted and put:

1. In the halls, where the meetings of summits, foreign ministers, Senior Officials’ Committee, special working groups and scientific and professional events of the CICA are held – all the time.

2. At the meetings of the CICA Secretariat and Residence of the CICA Executive Director – all the time.

3. In the working room of the CICA Executive Director – all the time.

4. On the official vehicle of the Executive Director – in accordance with the diplomatic protocol.

5. On the buildings or premises, where international forums with participation of the CICA Executive Director and CICA authorised representatives are held.

6. In the premises, where official reception on the occasion of the CICA Day is held.

7. By a decision of the CICA Senior Officials’ Committee there may be considered other occasions for hoisting and putting the CICA flag.

B. Image of the CICA emblem is placed:
1. On the sign boards, which are put at the buildings of the CICA Secretariat and Residence of the CICA Executive Director – all the time.

2. On the official identity cards, which are issued by the CICA Secretariat.

3. On the seals and letterheads of the documents of the Executive Director and CICA Secretariat.

4. On the stationery and souvenir products, which are prepared or ordered by the Executive Director and Secretariat.

5. On the official publications of the CICA Secretariat.

Almaty, 5th October, 2006

Approved by the CICA 
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COOPERATIVE APPROACH

for the implementation of the CICA CBMs
I. INTRODUCTION

The implementation of the CICA CBMs, as it is emphasized in the Catalogue, has a great importance for Asia and it will have a positive impact in creating an atmosphere of peace, confidence and friendship in the region. There is a vast potential, and in order to use it for the benefit of the Member States, practical steps and joint actions are required in areas such as trade, economy, environment, disaster relief, transportation, energy, and cultural exchange, dialogue among civilizations, new challenges and threats.
 A wide and varied range of measures and tasks set in the Catalogue require joint efforts in this process. Both bilateral and multilateral steps based on mutual understanding and consensus could enhance elaboration of clear and concrete mechanism of the Catalogue’s implementation in the framework of the SWG, established by the SOC on August, 5th, 2005.

Negotiations on the Catalogue and on the establishment of the SWG have shown a wide range of ideas and proposals regarding the mechanism of implementation. 

Therefore it will be appropriate to base our work on a step by step approach and to proceed gradually on a voluntary basis. Indeed, this activity shall be based on the CICA documents and the principle of consensus. Thus, it is necessary to follow strictly the provisions of Preamble and Article 1 of the Catalogue, which define the purposes and functions of the CICA CBMs.


In order to facilitate the further work of the Group, the CICA Members States considered the CBMs under the following headings:

1. Economic.

2. Environmental.

3. Human. 

4. New challenges and threats.


Any Member State or a group of Member States may, on voluntary basis, exchange information within the context of CBMs agreed upon by them and submit this information to the CICA Secretariat for further dissemination. 

II. PRIORITY AREAS OF COOPERATION

Economic area

1.  Cooperation to promote various modes of transport linkages.

2.  Cooperation for the development of secure and effective systems of transportation corridors.

3.  Taking necessary steps to ensure energy security cooperation in the CICA region, including development of and enhancing efficiency and safety of the routes and security of supply of energy. 
4. Widening of cooperation in the sphere of tourism, by exchanging information in this field and encouraging contacts between tourism organizations of the Member States. 

5.  Visa facilitation including expeditious business visas in order to enhance trade and investment relations among the Member States.  
6.  Widening of cooperation among financial sectors.

7.  Promoting business opportunities for small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs).
8.  Expanding investment opportunities and cooperation 

9. Encouraging cooperation in the field of communications and information technology.

10. Establishing a common database on trade and other areas of economic interest.
Environmental area

1.  Sharing information of best practices concerning national policies on environmental protection.
2.  Sharing of information on best practices concerning sustainable development.
3.  Developing guidelines for cooperation in the fields of disaster management systems, national monitoring of environmental and disaster situations, development of early warning systems, holding joint trainings and search-rescue operations.
4.  Development and application of common programs on environment protection without prejudice to the Member States’ rights and obligations under relevant bilateral and multilateral instruments.

5.  Exchange of information on natural and industrial disasters on their territories which in their view may affect their neighbors.

Human Dimension 

1. Promotion of dialogue among civilizations, cultures and religions; while taking into consideration the views and recommendations stated in the report of the UN High Level Group of “Alliance of Civilizations” on November 13th, 2006.

2. Encouragement of national information agencies and mass-media for the promotion of CBMs in all agreed dimensions of CICA.

3. Promoting cultural exchange and cooperation through cultural activities and promotion of awareness and dissemination of information on peoples and different cultures in the CICA area with a view to encouraging tolerance and understanding.

4. Promoting people-to-people contacts including exchanges among scientific, educational and sports institutions, as well as non-governmental organizations; and developing projects concerning, inter alia, scientific cooperation, exchange of students and joint events.

5. Organization of joint archeological expeditions for unearthing the common cultural heritage. 
6. Promotion of respect for fundamental rights and freedoms.

Area of new challenges and threats

1. Exchange of information on measures among Member States on fighting terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as well as prevention of the activities of separatist and extremist organizations and organized crime groups linked closely to them. 

2. Exchanging information on the measures the Member States have taken to curb illicit drug trafficking, human smuggling and trafficking, illegal migration, money laundering, trans-boundary organized crime, illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, including Man Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS) as well as smuggling of explosives and poisonous materials.

3. Exchanging information, assisting in establishing and strengthening cooperation and contacts between relevant authorities of the Member States in the area of fighting the economic and cyber crimes.

4. Promoting law enforcement cooperation and exchange of information on legal, judicial and criminal matters. 

5. Sharing of experience and strengthening cooperation to cope with the emerging infectious diseases and epidemics.
III. MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF CBMS
IN AFOREMENTIONED AREAS


CICA Member States may choose to implement the CBMs from the aforementioned areas bilaterally or multilaterally on a voluntary basis in the following manner:

A. In the first modality, the Member States may wish to express their interest in implementation of a specific CBM. Thereafter the CICA Chairman may consult those Member States on appointment of coordinating country/countries and request the designated country/countries to prepare a draft Concept Paper. That paper may be distributed through the Secretariat among the Member States prior to any specialized meeting and be considered during SWG and if agreed, be submitted to SOC for further approval.

B. In the second modality,

· CICA Member States may wish to exchange views on a particular CBM via CICA Chairman and Secretariat as a first step,

· CICA Chairman and Secretariat compile the information provided by the Member States and establish a database.
· The Member States may periodically nominate experts and academicians for specific CICA CBMs. 

· CICA Secretariat shall provide a logistical support for organizing specialized meetings in the Member or Observer States with the participation of experts and academicians to address the core of the issues and tasking the eligible experts to produce a working paper.

· Working paper should be considered in the SWG and later in the SOC for further elaboration and decision.

The Cooperative Approach is subject to review or amendment by the Member States upon the approval of SOC, if need arises. 
March 14, 2007, Bangkok

Annex 

to the Cooperative Approach for the implementation of the CICA CBMs 

LIST

of the Member States which proposed to act as coordinating or co-coordinating countries for implementing the specific CBMs in areas such as economic, environmental, human and new challenges and threats

	No.
	Member State
	Specific CBMs

	1.
	Azerbaijan

	Cooperation for the development of secure and effective systems of transportation corridors
(co-coordinator: India) 

	2.
	Iran
	1. Drug control issues.
2. Issues of national disaster management.

	3.
	Israel
	1. Water management.

2. Advance agriculture.

3. Disaster and crisis management.

4. Hi-tech development.

	4.
	Kazakhstan

	Human dimension
(co-coordinator: Kyrgyzstan)  

	5.
	Republic of Korea
	1. IT cooperation;

2. Energy security cooperation
(co-coordinator: India) 

	6.
	Russia
	One of CBMs in economic dimension
(to be determined)

	7.
	Tajikistan
	Cooperation on tourism

	8.
	Turkey
	New challenges and threats


Approved by the CICA 
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GUIDELINES

for CICA’S External Relations

I. BACKGROUND
1. As the CICA embarks on confidence building and cooperation, the initiation of contacts and links with regional and international organizations may support its efforts to enhance peace, security and economic development in Asia, and can contribute to the CICA's recognition within the international arena. 
2. The establishment of the Secretariat facilitated the creation of links between CICA and other fora and organizations in a productive and useful manner. These relations should focus on areas which are relevant and would contribute to the endeavors and objectives of the CICA. 
3. In this context, the CICA can gain insights into the efforts by other international and regional organizations and fora on the priority areas identified by the Cooperative Approach. 

II. THE WAY FORWARD
4. To move ahead, the CICA should develop a framework for future external relations. Such framework should include principles, types of activities and procedures. The CICA may consider the following as guidelines for interaction.

Principles


5. All decisions regarding the external relations are to be taken through consultation and by consensus, in accordance with the Almaty Act and those principles as enshrined in the Declaration of the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States.

Types of activities and Procedures

6.  The CICA Rules of Procedure provides the groundwork for enhancing external relations. It sets forth the bridging role of the CICA Chairman and procedures for other fora and organizations to attend as guests or observers in the CICA’s events and activities. To build upon the existing rules, types of activities and procedures for enhancing external linkages should include the following:

1. Types of activities

a) Promoting contacts between the Chairmanship of the CICA and counterparts in other organizations and fora, and/or between the CICA Secretariat and the secretariats of other organizations;

b) Inviting experts or representatives of other organizations and fora to give briefings on specific issues of interest to the CICA; 

c)  Holding consultations and discussions with other organizations and fora, as appropriate; 

d) Encouraging dissemination of information on the CICA’s activities to other international and regional organizations and fora. 
2. Procedures

a) Any proposal to establish external relations shall be addressed to the CICA Chairman through the CICA Secretariat.

b) Upon receiving such proposals the CICA Secretariat will collect information and analyze the potential benefits in a report to be submitted for the consideration of the SOC. 

c) Upon the approval of the SOC, the CICA Chairman will proceed with establishing the relations with identified international or regional organization or forum, in accordance with terms as defined by the SOC.


7.  Considering the different characteristics of various organizations, the CICA may have to develop the modalities of linkages with specific organizations on a case-by-case basis.

III. REVIEW


8.  The modalities of and procedures for enhancing external relations are subject to review and amendment upon the agreement of the SOC, as the need arises.

March 14, 2007, Bangkok

HOST COUNTRY AGREEMENT

between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan

and the Secretariat of the Conference 

on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia

regarding the Terms and Conditions of the Secretariat’s Location

 in the Territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan
The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”,

Being guided by universally recognized principles and rules of international law,
Aiming at implementation of provisions of the Almaty Act and the Statute of the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia determining the Republic Kazakhstan as the Host Country of the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia, and also 

Wishing to provide in the territory of the Republic Kazakhstan necessary terms and conditions for the Secretariat of Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia for its proper functioning,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

General Provisions

1. The present Agreement shall regulate the issues, concerning Seat of residence of the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

2. For the purpose of the present Agreement, the following expressions shall have the meanings hereunder assigned to them:

(a) The “Government” is the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan;

(b) The “CICA” is the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia; 

(c) The “Secretariat” is the Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia;

(d) The “Headquarters of the CICA” is the Secretariat premises, allocated to the CICA by the Government (buildings or parts of buildings and the land ancillary thereto in the Host Country, irrespective of ownership used for the purposes of the CICA);

(e) The “Member State” is the CICA Member State;

(f) The “Sending State” is the Member State, which seconds its nationals to work in the Secretariat;

(g) The “Chairman” is the Member State, chairing the CICA;

(h) The “Host Country” is the Republic of Kazakhstan;

(i) The “Executive Director” is the CICA Executive Director;

(j) The “members of the professional personnel” are the members of the professional personnel of the Secretariat, seconded to the Secretariat by the Member States;

(k) The “members of the family” are the members of the family of the Executive Director, the Deputy Executive Director and the members of the professional personnel of the Secretariat  (spouse and children under 18) forming part of their household.

Article 2

Legal capacity of the Secretariat

The Secretariat shall enjoy the rights and responsibilities of a legal entity and, inter alia, may:
1. Conclude contracts and acquire the rights, take obligations on them.
2. Have its seal with its full name, and other essential elements of independent establishment for all official purposes.
3. Own, get, rent, alienate movable and immovable property and administer/dispose of it.
4. Open bank accounts and operate financial transactions.
5. Act in courts as a claimant or respondent.
6. The rights envisaged/stipulated by the present article are exercised on behalf of the Secretariat by the Executive Director or, during his/her absence, by the Deputy Executive Director.
Article 3

Privileges and Immunities of the Secretariat

1. The premises and means of transport of the Secretariat as well as its archives and documents, including the official correspondence, shall not be subject to search, requisition, confiscation, arrest or execution in any circumstances.

2. The Host Country is under a special duty to take all the necessary measures to protect the premises of the CICA Secretariat against any intrusion, damage or unlawful entry.

3. The Secretariat, its assets, income and other property shall be: 

i. Exempt from all the direct taxes and duties, value added tax (VAT) (including returns according to the laws and regulations of the Host Country), which are levied on the territory of the Host Country, except those which are, in fact, no more than charges for public utility services.

ii. Exempt from customs payments and duties, import and export restrictions and prohibitions, while importing and exporting by the Secretariat of the items for official use. The items, which are exempt, shall not be sold in the Host Country, except on the conditions agreed on with the Government.
iii. Exempt from the customs payments and duties, import and export restrictions and prohibitions, while importing and exporting printed products, issued by the Secretariat.

4. The Secretariat shall:

i. Enjoy for its official communications treatment not less favourable than that accorded by the Host Country to diplomatic missions of foreign states.

ii. Have the right to use codes, courier and other types of communication, that ensure confidentiality of conveying information, and dispatch and receive correspondence through courier or in pouch, which shall have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and pouch. Herewith the packages constituting official correspondence must bear visible external marks of their character and may contain only diplomatic documents or articles intended for official use.

iii. Have the right to use the flag and emblem of the CICA on the Secretariat’s premises and means of transport, which are used for official purposes.

iv. Have the right, consistent with the purposes and principles of the CICA, to issue and disseminate printed products.

5. The premises, property and assets of the Secretariat shall be immune from any form of administrative or judicial interference except for the cases when the Senior Officials Committee upon the proposal of the Executive Director takes a decision on waiving the immunity. 

6. The representatives of the appropriate bodies of local authorities of the Host Country may not enter the premises of the Secretariat except with the consent and on conditions approved by the Executive Director or, during his absence, by the Deputy Executive Director.

7. The representatives of authorized state agencies may not enter premises of the Secretariat, except during force-majeure situations only with the consent of the Executive Director or, during his absence, the Deputy Executive Director. 

8. The premises and means of transport of the Secretariat shall not serve a refuge for the persons, which are persecuted by the law of any Member State or liable to extradition to any of the Member States or a third country.

9. The premises and means of transport of the Secretariat shall not be used for the purposes that are not consistent with the objectives and principles of the CICA or inflicting damage to security and interests of the Member States.

Article 4

The Headquarters of the CICA

1. The Host Country ensures on a gratis basis payment of the rent of the premises to be used as the location of the CICA Headquarters.

2. In future a new CICA Headquarters building may be constructed in Almaty or Astana by the Host Country.

Article 5

Interaction between the Secretariat and

Authorized State Agencies of the Host Country

1. The authorized state agencies of the Host Country on the request of the Executive Director or, in his absence, Deputy Executive Director ensure provision of utility services, which are necessary for the Secretariat, on the conditions not less favourable than those accorded by the Host Country to diplomatic missions of foreign states.

2. In cases when such services are provided by the authorized state agencies of the Host Country, or when the prices of them are controlled by the said authorities, the tariffs for such services should not exceed the tariffs that are applied with respect to the diplomatic missions.

3. During a force-majeure situation, which may lead to complete or partial disruption in providing such services, the Secretariat with the purpose of carrying out its functions enjoys priority that is accorded by the authorized state agencies of the Host Country to the diplomatic missions.

4. On the request of the authorized state agencies of the Host Country the Secretariat has to take all necessary measures so as the authorized representatives of appropriate utility services of the Host Country have the opportunity to carry out properly necessary work on conditions, which do not create disruptions to the activities of the Secretariat.   

5. The Secretariat shall cooperate with the appropriate authorities of the Host Country to facilitate the proper administration of justice, secure the observance of police regulations, and prevent the occurrence of any abuse in connection with the privileges, immunities and facilities mentioned in this Agreement.

Article 6

Privileges and Immunities of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel

1. The Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel shall be independent and free from influence from any Member State and/or a government, organization or a private person. Therefore they shall not receive instructions from them.

2. The Host Country shall treat with due respect the international nature of the functions of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel and not to exert influence while exercising their official functions.

3. The Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel in the territory of the Host Country shall:

i. be immune from criminal, civil and administrative jurisdiction in respect of words spoken or written and all acts done by them in the capacity of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel, except in the case of:

a. lawsuits with regard to compensation of damage in connection with accidents, caused by any means of transport belonging to the Secretariat or the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel or means of transport, which have been driven by them.

b. lawsuits with regard to compensation of damage in connection with the death or body injury, caused by the actions on the part of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel or means of transport, which have been driven by them.

ii. be exempt from taxation on salaries/emoluments and remuneration.
iii. be immune from national service obligations of the Host Country.

iv. be immune, together with the members of their families, from immigration restriction and alien restriction.

v. be accorded same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded to the diplomatic agents in the territory of the Host country. 

vi. be given, together with the members of their families, the same repatriation facilities in time of international crisis as diplomatic envoys.

vii. at the time of posting in and departure from the Host Country in connection with the termination of their tenures shall have the right without payment of customs duties, taxes and other payments import/export personnel effects, including an automobile transport meant for personnel use, subject to the legislation of the Host Country, with the exception of those, which are payments for certain types of services. 

viii. the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel should not be engaged in professional or commercial activities in the interests of personnel benefit or benefit of other persons, with the exception of scientific, intellectual and teaching activities.

4. The provisions of the subparagraphs i, ii, iii, v, vi and vii of the paragraph 3 of this article are not applicable to the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel, who are the nationals of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

5. Apart from privileges and immunities, stipulated in the paragraph 3 of this article the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel as well as the members of their families shall enjoy other privileges and immunities, which according to the international law are granted to the diplomatic agents and members of their families.  Herewith if the persons, mentioned in this article, are the citizens of the Host Country, then they shall enjoy the privileges and immunities, mentioned in this article, in the territory of the Host Country only in discharging their official duties.

6. Means of transport of the Secretariat and official vehicles of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel shall be insured against damage, which may be inflicted to the third persons in connection with the use of these vehicles by the sending states. Personal means of transport of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, members of the professional personnel and members of their families shall be insured  against damage, which may be inflicted to the third persons in connection with the use of these vehicles by the their owners.

7. The Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, members of the professional personnel and members of their families shall enjoy the privileges and immunities, envisaged in this Agreement, from the moment of their arrival in the territory of the Host Country on proceeding to take up their posts or, if they are already in the territory of the Host Country from the time when the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel assumed their duties.

8. When the functions of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel have come to an end their privileges and immunities as well as the privileges and immunities of the members of their families, who are not the nationals of the Host Country, shall cease at the moment when the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel accordingly leave the Host Country or after the expiry of one month after they leave their posts. 

9. In case of the death of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and a member of the professional personnel, the members of their families shall continue to enjoy the privileges and immunities to which they are entitled until they leave the Host Country, however during not more than two months after the death of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and a member of the professional personnel. 

10. Privileges and immunities are accorded to the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel not for the personnel benefit of the individuals themselves, but in order to safeguard the efficient, independent exercise of their official functions in the interests of the CICA.   

11. Waiver of immunity:

i. The right to waive the immunity with respect to the Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director belongs to Meeting of Foreign Ministers on the submission of the Senior Officials Committee.

ii. The right to waive the immunity with respect to the members of the professional personnel belongs to the Executive Director on the consent of the Senior Officials Committee.

iii. Waiver must always be express.

12. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities, envisaged in this Agreement, the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, members of the professional personnel and their family members must respect the laws and regulations of the Host Country. They also have the duty not to interfere in the internal affairs of the Host Country.

13. The Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel have the right:

i. to have their visas processed as speedily as possible and free of charge if they have invitations to take up their positions or during their official travels.

ii. in cases, when necessary for the events of the CICA and if it is consistent with the legislation of the receiving state, to move freely on its territory.

14. The Secretariat shall notify the Government in the person of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan the names and categories of the members of its personnel and of any change of their status.

15. Accreditation cards.

i. the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan on behalf of its Government and on the request of the official request of the Secretariat issues to the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, members of the professional personnel and their family members appropriate accreditation cards.

ii. on demand of an authorized representative of the Government the persons, mentioned in the subparagraph i of this paragraph, must produce their accreditation cards.

iii. the Secretariat on completion of the tenure of the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and members of the professional personnel or during their posting to other posts/positions ensures timely return to the Government represented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan all the respective accreditation cards.

Article 7

Final Provisions

1. This Agreement:

i. shall be provisionally applied from the date of its signature.

ii. is subject to ratification by the Republic of Kazakhstan and shall enter into force from the date of receipt by the Secretariat the instrument of ratification.

2. Any difference concerning with the application or interpretation of this Agreement shall be settled through consultations and negotiations between the Parties.

3. The provisions of this Agreement can be modified only by agreement between the Parties, which shall be recorded in separate protocols, being integral parts of this Agreement, and shall enter into force in the order, envisaged by the subparagraph ii of the paragraph 1 of this article.

Done in Astana on the 26 June, 2007 in two original copies each in the Kazakh, English and Russian languages and which are being equally authentic.

The Secretariat shall forward to each Member State certified copies of this Agreement.

	For the Government of

the Republic of Kazakhstan
	
	For the Secretariat 

of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building 

Measures in Asia



	Marat Tazhin
	
	Jandos Asanov


                                           Final COMMUNIQUÉ
of the CICA Senior Officials Committee Meeting
dedicated to the 15th Anniversary of Forum
Senior Officials Committee (SOC) of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) met in Almaty on October 17, 2007 to review the developments since the last meeting held in Bangkok on March 14, 2007 and to consider recommendations made by the Special Working Group in its meetings of July 17-18, 2007 and October 15-16, 2007. The meeting assumed special significance because it coincided with the 15th Anniversary celebrations of the CICA process – a very important landmark in the development of CICA. 

SOC noted with satisfaction that considerable progress had been made since President Nursultan Nazarbayev proposed convening CICA fifteen years ago. Member States reaffirmed their commitment to take the CICA process further and make it a successful forum to address the issues of peace and security in Asia.

SOC invites the Member States to continue to render assistance in combating terrorism, opium production and drug-trafficking as well as for the reconstruction of Afghanistan and extend political support for ensuring peace and security and normalization of life in the country.

The first years of the CICA were devoted to setting up of the conceptual principles, legal framework and administrative procedures. CICA process has now moved to the next stage of its development which involves realization of the Confidence Building Measures contained in the CICA Catalogue of CBMs, in accordance with principles of the Cooperative Approach for the implementation of the CICA CBMs. It is a matter of satisfaction that the draft Concept Paper and Action Plan for implementation of the CICA CBMs in Human Dimension, submitted by Kazakhstan, has been adopted. Seven Member States, namely, Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkey, who had earlier volunteered to act as coordinating countries, made presentations for implementing specific CBMs. India offered to act as co-coordinator with the Republic of Korea and the Republic of Azerbaijan for the implementation of CBMs in the fields of energy security cooperation and cooperation for the development of secure and effective systems of transportation corridors respectively. Israel offered to share its expertise in the fields of water management, advance agriculture, hi-tech development, disaster and crisis management and indicated its readiness to hold workshops in one or more in these fields. Other Member States are invited to act as coordinators for implementation of CBMs in remaining areas. 

The importance of establishing links between CICA and other international and regional organizations was recognized in the Guidelines for CICA’s External Relations. It was agreed that, to begin with, CICA may establish links with Economic Cooperation Organization, Eurasian Economic Community, Shanghai Cooperation Organization and South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. Later on CICA could develop relationship and cooperation with other international and regional organizations and fora, including ACD. With this in view the CICA will explore the possibility of holding a conference of all Asian organizations and fora. 

In order to ensure effective functioning of the CICA Secretariat, SOC discussed draft Convention on Legal Capacity of the CICA Secretariat, its personnel and their privileges and immunities with a view to adopt it on early date. Draft Convention will be submitted to the third CICA Ministerial Meeting for final approval. 
It was noted that apart from Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Israel, Republic of Korea and Turkey have made voluntary contributions to the budget of the CICA Secretariat for the year 2007. China and the Islamic Republic of Iran are considering to make voluntary contribution. It is hoped that other Member States will also come forward with voluntary contributions.

It was also noted that India, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkey have seconded personnel for the Secretariat. Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Islamic Republic of Iran have nominated officers for the vacant posts of the professional personnel in the Secretariat. It is hoped that other Member States will also nominate personnel to the Secretariat.

It was appreciated that the Kingdom of Thailand was the first Member State other than the Republic of Kazakhstan to host meetings of SWG and SOC in Bangkok in March this year and the Republic of Korea has offered to host the meetings of SWG and SOC in Seoul in the second quarter of 2008. India also offered to host the SWG/SOC Meetings. Dates in this regard will be discussed with the CICA Secretariat. It is hoped that other Member States will also come forward to host CICA meetings in future. 

October 17, 2007 

Almaty, Kazakhstan 
CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION

AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) is a multi-national forum for enhancing cooperation towards promoting peace, security and stability in Asia. It is a forum based on the recognition that there is close link between peace, security and stability in Asia and in the rest of the world. The Member States, while affirming their commitment to the UN Charter, believe that peace and security in Asia can be achieved through dialogue and cooperation leading to a common indivisible area of security in Asia where all states co-exist peacefully and their peoples live in peace, freedom and prosperity.

The idea of convening the CICA was first proposed by H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on October 5th, 1992, at the 47th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The moving spirit behind this initiative was the aspiration to set up an efficient and acceptable structure for ensuring peace and security in Asia. Unlike other regions in the world, Asia did not have such a structure at that time and earlier attempts to create a suitable structure had not been very successful. This initiative was supported by a number of Asian countries who felt that such a structure was the need of the time.
The First CICA Ministerial Meeting was held in Almaty on September 14th, 1999. The Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States was adopted at this meeting. This declaration became the stepping stone towards future evolution of the CICA. The basic Guiding Principle adopted at this meeting are: 1) sovereign equality, respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty; 2) refraining from the threat or use of force; 3) territorial integrity of the Member State; 4) peaceful settlement of disputes; 5) non-interference in internal affairs; 5) disarmament and arms control; 6) economic, social and cultural cooperation; 7) human rights and fundamental freedoms.
The First CICA Summit was held in Almaty on June 4th, 2002 with participation of the Heads of State/Government of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan; and Special Envoys of the Heads of State/Government of Egypt, Iran, Israel and Palestine. The Summit was also attended by the representatives of the Observer States and Organizations. The Summit adopted the most important constitutive document of CICA – the Almaty Act, the charter of the CICA. Within a short span of ten years after initiation of the idea, CICA became a full fledged functioning forum for dialogue and for seeking mutually acceptable measures for resolving problems and conflicts in the region.

The Second CICA Ministerial Meeting was held in Almaty on October 22nd, 2004. At this meeting, the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs), the CICA Rules of Procedure and the Declaration of the CICA Ministerial Meeting were adopted. 

CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures became the most important document of the forum after Almaty Act. It was for the first time in the history of the Asian continent that there was such a comprehensive document envisaging multilateral cooperation among states on wide range of issues relating to stability and security. Within the framework of the Catalogue, the Confidence Building Measures were categorised into five basic dimensions, namely, economic; environmental; human; fight against new challenges and threats; and military-political. The Member States agreed to implement the Confidence Building Measures on gradual and voluntary basis.

The Second CICA Summit was held in Almaty on June 17th, 2006 with participation of the Heads of State/Government of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Thailand and Uzbekistan and Special Envoys of the Heads of State/Government of Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Palestine and Turkey. The Summit adopted the Declaration of the Second CICA Summit; and set up the CICA Secretariat. The Declaration of the Second CICA Summit reflected the general view of the Member States on key problems of security and cooperation in Asia and in other parts of the world. The Declaration also reiterated the desire of the Member States to continue the efforts to move forward the CICA process to achieve its shared objectives; and noted with satisfaction the establishment of the CICA Secretariat in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan as an important milestone in the evolution of the CICA process. 
In the span of four years between the First and the Second Summits, the objectives and activities of the CICA found wider understanding and recognition of the world community. Enlargement of the CICA process, as a result of accession of new members, like Thailand (2004) and the Republic of Korea (2006), was a very clear evidence of its relevance and importance in the continent of Asia. 

Although the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures was adopted at the Ministerial Meeting of 2004, the detailed concept and procedure for realization of the Confidence Building Measures could be adopted in March 2007 in Bangkok when the Senior Officials Committee of CICA adopted the Cooperative Approach for the implementation of the CICA CBMs. This was the first ever CICA meeting held outside the territory of Kazakhstan. Adoption of the Cooperative Approach became possible after the CICA Secretariat was established and was tasked with the responsibility, among other things, of coordination for working out the mechanism of realization of the Confidence Building Measures.

It was agreed that it would be best to start with the realization of Confidence Building Measures in fight against new challenges and threats; economic; environmental; and human dimensions. Realization of Confidence Building Measures in these socio-economic dimensions would create sufficient goodwill and strengthen mutual relations among the member states and would eventually be the stepping stone for realization of Confidence Building Measures in military-political dimensions.

The process of realization of Confidence Building Measures in the four socio-economic dimensions has already commenced. Eight member states, namely, Azerbaijan, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkey, have volunteered to act as coordinating or Co-coordinating countries for certain projects for realization of Confidence Building Measures in the areas of human dimensions; new challenges and threats; development of secure and effective systems of transportation corridors; drug trafficking; national disaster management; information technology; energy security cooperation; economic cooperation; and tourism.

The Republic of Kazakhstan took lead in implementation of Confidence Building Measures by presenting the Concept and Action Plan for realization of the CICA CBMs Catalogue in Human Dimension for the years 2008-09 at the First CICA Specialized Meeting of Experts held in Astana on June 27, 2007. The Concept Paper has since been adopted by the Senior Officials Committee in its meeting held in Almaty on October 17, 2007. Islamic Republic of Iran has also prepared a Concept Paper on Drug Trafficking which will be discussed at Specialized Meeting of Experts expected to be held in December 2007 in Iran. Other coordinating countries are shortly expected to present draft concept papers in their respective fields of the Confidence Building Measures. 

The Bangkok Meeting of the Senior Officials Committee also adopted Guidelines for the CICA’s External Relations, which recognised the need for establishing links between CICA and other regional and international organizations and fora to support its efforts for promoting peace, security and economic development in Asia. The Guidelines contain basic principles and procedures for establishing links with other regional and international organizations. 

15th Anniversary of the initiation of the CICA process by President Nazarbayev was celebrated in Almaty on October 17, 2007. The event was widely covered by the Kazakh as well as International mass media. It was recognised that in last fifteen years, the CICA process had come a long way. CICA had blossomed into a full fledged functioning forum for dialogue and for seeking mutually acceptable measures for resolving problem and conflicts in the region. The objectives and activities of CICA were receiving wide acceptance from the world community. 

CICA – Fact Sheet

Objectives:

· enhance co-operation through elaborating multilateral approaches towards promoting peace, security and stability in Asia;

· eradicate the menace of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations;

· combat illicit drug production and trafficking;

· promote trade and economic cooperation for the prosperity and stability in Asia;

· cooperation on all issues relating to environment;
· prevention of proliferation and eventual elimination of weapons of mass destruction;

· develop measures to address humanitarian issues;
· promote mutual respect, understanding and tolerance in the relations among civilizations;

· facilitate implementation of Confidence Building Measures among Member States.
Basic principles:

· sovereign equality and respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty;

· refraining from the threat or use of force;

· territorial integrity of the States;

· peaceful settlement of disputes; 

· non-interference in internal affairs of States; 

· disarmament and arms control; 

· economic, social and cultural cooperation; 

· human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Member States: 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Palestine, Republic of Korea, Russia, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkey and Uzbekistan.

Observers: 
(i) States: Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Vietnam, Ukraine and the USA
(ii) Organizations: United Nations, OSCE and League of Arab States 
Chairman-in-Office: 
Republic of Kazakhstan (up to 2010)
Administrative body: 
Secretariat, permanently located in Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan

Structure of the Secretariat: 
Executive Director: Mr. Jandos Asanov (Kazakhstan) 
Professional Staff seconded by the Member States

Main meetings: 
· First Ministerial Meeting – September 1999 
· First Summit – June 2002
· Second Ministerial Meeting – October 2004 
· Second Summit – June 2006
Basic documents: 
· Declaration on the Principles Guiding Relations among the CICA Member States (1999) 
· Almaty Act (2002) 
· CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures (2004) 
· CICA Rules of Procedure (2004)
· Statute of the CICA Secretariat (2006)
Political declarations: 
· Declaration on Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations (2002) 
· Declaration of the Second Ministerial Meeting (2004) 
· Declaration of the Second Summit (2006)

Official Day: 
5th of October – CICA Day
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� Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China


� First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation





� Secretary General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 


� director, Institute for Public Policy, Ambassador, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic





� First Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Republic of Kazakhstan,


Honorary Consul of Kazakhstan in Odessa, Ukraine


� Former Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to the Republic of Kazakhstan 


� Director of Disarmament and International Security Affairs Division of the Ministry of External Affairs of the Republic of India. The views expressed by the author are personal to him and do not in any way reflect the views or the position of the Government of India.








� Director of the India-Central Asia Foundation





� Executive Director of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)








